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PREFACE. 

AS this Story is of a fpecies which, the* 
not new, is out of the common 
cracky it has been thought neceflary to 
point out fome circumftanccs to the reader, 
which will elucidate the defign, and, it is 
hoped, will induce him to form a favour* 
able, as well as a right judgment of the 
work before him. 

This Story is the literary ofisprbg of 
the Caille of Otranto, written upon the 
fame plan, with a defign to unite the moft 
attraftive and interefting circumftances of 
the ancient Romance and modem Novel, 
at the fame time it afibmes a charader and 
manner of its own, that differs from both i 
it is diftinguilhed by the appellation of a 
Gothic Story, being a picture of Gothic 
times and manners. Fi&itious Stories 
have been the delight of all times and all 
countries, by oral tradition in barbarous, 
by writing in more civilized ones; and 
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iv PREFACE. 

aMo* fome perrons of wit and learning 
have condemned them indifcriminately, I 
would vent«)re to a/Bra), that even tbofe 
who- lamt)c!i affed to^defptfe them under 
one form, will receive and embrace them 
Under docUxer,;. 

Thps for ^nf^ance, a man ihall admii% 
and almoft adore the ^pic poems of the; 
Antient^^ and yet deipife aijid execrate the 
ancient Romances, which are otAy Epica. 
in |>rofe. . , . 

Hiftor;y; reprefents human nature as^it 
is in real life ; — alas, too often a.melanckoly 
Tetrofpefti — Rpniance tiifplays only the 
amiable fide of the pidure ; it ihews the 
pleaQng features) and throws a veil over 
the blemiOies : Mankind are xiaturally 
pleafed with what gratifies their vanity^ 
&nd vafnhy, like all other -paflions of the 
hum^n heart, may be rendered fubfer* 
vhnt to good and ufeful purpofes. 

I confefs that it may be abufecf, and be- 
come an inftrument to corrupt the man* 
ners and morals of mankind ; fo may {>oe«> 
try, fo may plays, fo may every kind of 
compofition; but that will prove nothing 

more 



PREFACE. V 

more than tht old faying lately revived 
by die phikifophers the moft in fa&ion,. 
** that every earthly thing has two handles/' 

The bufinefs of Rotnance is, firft, to ex*** 
cite the attcjntion j and, fecondiy, to direft ifc 
to fome ufeful, or at kaft innocehr, end ^ 
Happy the writer who .attains both thefe 
poikirs, like Rfchardfon I and not unfortu- 
nate, Q^ undeferving praife, he who gains 
only the fotrer, and furniihes out an emser- 
taiftment for the reader ! 

flavri^, in fome degree, opened my 
deOgn, I beg leave to conduct my reader 
bacfk iigain^ till he comes within view of 
the Citftie of Otranto ; a work wiiich, as aU 
ready has been obferved, is an attempt to 
unite the various merits and graces of the 
ancient Romance and modern Novel. To 
attain this end, there is required a fufHcient 
degree of the marvellous, to excite the at- 
tention •, enough of the manners of real life^ 
to give an air of probability to the work ; 
and enough of the pathetic, to engage the 
lieart in its behalf. 

The book we have mentioned is excel- 
lent in the two lad points, but has a redun- 
dancy in the firftj the opening excites the 
I attention 
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accention vety ftroirgly ; the condud of the 
ftory is artful and judicious ; the cbarafters 
are admirably drawn and fupported; the 
di^fcion polifl;&ed and elegant ; yet, with all 
diefe brilliant advancages, it palls upon 
the mind (chough it does not upon the 
ear) *, and the reafon is obvious, the ma- 
chinery is fo violent, that it deftroys the 
efie& it is intended to excite. Had the 
ftory been kept within the utmoil verge of 
probability, the efFeft had been preferved, 
without Ipfing the leaft circumftance that 
excites or detains the attention. 

For inftance; we can conceive, and allow 
of, the appearance of a ghofl: ; we can even 
difpenfe with an enchanted fword and hel- 
met; but then they muft keep within ccr^ 
tain limits of credibility : A fword fo large 
as to require an hundred men to lift it.^ a 
helrpet that by Jts own weight forces a 
palTage through a court-yard into an arched 
vault, big enough for a man. to go throi^h ; 
a pi£ture that walks out of its frffie> a 
(keleton ghoft in a hermit's cowi :-f-,Wben 
your expedation is wound up to the high-^ 

eft pitch, thefe circumftances take it down 

with 



PRE FA C E. . tS 

^ich a witnefsi ddlroy tltc work o^ ima^- 
nation, and, inftead of attention, excite 
laughter. I was both furprifed and vexed 
to find the enchantment diflblved, which 
i withed might continue to the end of the 
book ; and fevcral of its readers have con* 
fefled the fame difappointment to me: The 

:beauties are fo numerous, that we cannot 
bear the defedls, but want it to be perfeft 

^ in all refpeds. 

In the courfe of my obfervations upon 
this 0ngular book, it ieemed to me that it 
WHS poflible to compofe a work upon the 
fame plan, wherein thefe defeds might be 
avoided ; and the keefing^ as in paintings 
might be preferved. 

But then I began to fear it might hap* 

"pen to me as to certain tranllators, and 

' imitators of Shakefpeare ; the unities may 
be preferved^ while the fpirit is evaporated. 
However, I ventMitd to attempt it ; I read 
the beginniog to a circle of friends of ap* 
proved judgmentf and by their approbation 
was encouraged to proceed, and to finifh it. 
By the advice of the fame friends 1 print- 
ed die firft Edition in the country, where 
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it circulated chiefly, very few copies being 
fent to London, and being thus encouraged, 
I have det^rminrd to pSipr a fecond Edi- 
tion to that public which has (p often re- 
warded the efforts of thofe, who have en- 
deavoured to contribute to its entertain- 
naent. 

The vsfork has lately utidergojie a revifion 
and corredion, the former Edition being 
very incorrcft; and by the earned (biicita- 
tion of ie veral friends, for whoie judgment 
I have the greateft deference, I have con- 
fepted to a change? of the ti^Ie from the 
Champion cf f^iniue to the OU Englijh Ba- 
rm :-^as that cljara^^ i$ thought to be the 
principal one in the ftory, 

I have alff> been prevailed up^n, though 
with extreme reludtance, no fuf^r my name 
to appear in the jtitlc-pagc ; «n^ I do now, 
with the ucmad; rpfpect ^nd diffidence, fub- 
mit the whpletoitbe caodmir/ctf' the Public. 
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GOTHIC STORY. 



IN the minority of Henry the Sixth, King of 
England, when the renowned John Duke 
of Bedford was Regent of France, and Hum- 
phrey the good Duke of Gloucefter was Protedor 
of England, a worthy Knight, called Sir Phi* 
lip Harclay, returned from his travels to Eng- 
land, his native country. He had ferved under 
the glorious King Henry the Fifth with dif- 
tinguiflied valour, had acquired an honour- 
able fame, and was no lefs efteemed for chris- 
tian virtues than for deeds of chivalry. After 
the death of his Prince, he entered into the fer- 
vice of the Greek Emperor, and diftinguifbed his 
courage againft the encroachments of the Sara- 
cens. In a battle there, he took prifoner a cer- 

B tain 



2 The old ENGLISH BARON: 

tain Gentleman, by name M. Zadiflcy, of 
Greek extra£lion, but brought up by a Saracen 
OlGcer; this man he coAverted to the Chriftian 
faith ; after which he bound him to himfelf by 
the tyes of friendihip and gratitude, and he re- 
folded 'to <dbmin'«e "With hilB Behdfadof . Aftbr 
thirty years travel and warlike fervice, he deter- 
mined to return to his native land, and to fpend 
the remainder of his lift in peace ; and, by de- 
voting himfelf to works of piety and charity, 
prepare for a better ftate hereafter. 

Thi6: -itolite Knight had, in liis early y^uth, 
eontra£ted a &ri&, friendfliip with the only fon 
of the Lord Lovel ;- a gentleman of eminent 
Virtiles ^nfl acconi{)Hfttalents. Bering Sir Phi- 
hp^s i-efidencfc *h <tec?ign eorintrJfess hb hail fre- 
q«fently •v(^it^A to his ^fri^^, Mfd litfd fyr^ tim^ 
l«C^}«%d al^ersi; 4ht kft ihfoMed liim 'of *th^ 
d^adiof old'Lbid )^bvel, and i\^ tttttrh^ bT 
the ydong one ; bfit firotti that thAe he had heard 
ijo rtforefrom him. Sir Phrlfp imputed it hot 
to heglta or forgfetttilhefe, but -to the difiBc^lties 
of irttercoetrfe, cortittton «t that tinte tb rfl trti- 
vcllefs and adverfttixttsw When %e "was i*e?ttfm- 
ingliome, hfe refoHreS, a^terlodkingitttd'hisfa- 
mily ^irs, to Viffit ftecaMe Of Lovfel, tmd cn- 
t)uife into Ae fitusltion of Ws frietrd. Me iahfl- 
ed in Kent, attended by his '^reek friend and 
two faithful fervants, oneof which Witi maimed 

by 
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l>y flie wounds he had received in the defence 
t)f his Mafter. 

Sir Philip went to his family-feat in York- 
thire ; he found his tnother and filler were dea^ 
and his eflates fequeftered in the hands of Com- 
mii&oners appointed by the ProteAor. tie was 
obliged to prove the reality of his claim^ and 
the identity of his perfon (by the teflimony of 
fome of the old fervants of his family), after 
which every thing was reftored to him. tie 
took poflciiion of his own houie, eflabliflied his 
houfebold^ fettled the old fervants in their for- 
iner llations, and placed thofe he brought home 
in the upper offices of his family. Ac then left 
•bis friend to fuperintend his domeftic affairs.; 
and, attended by only one of his old fervants, 
he fet out for the caftle^ of Lovel, in the weft 
bf England. They travelled by eafy journeys ; 
1)ut, towards the evening of the fecond day, the 
ferVant was fo ill and Tatigued he could go no 
further.; he ftopped at ah ^nn where he grew 
worfe every hoiir, and the next day expired. 
Sir Philip was undfel: gttit concern for the lofs 
of his fervant, and fome 'for himfelf, b^mg alone 
in a ft'range place; howevtr he took courage^ 
ordered his fekvant^s funeral, attended it him- 
felf, and, having 'flicd a tfea'r of hurfianity over 
his grave, proceeded alone on his journey. 

B 2 As 



4 The OLD ENGLISH BARON: 

As he drew near the eftate of his friend, he 
began to enquire of every one he met, whether 
the Lord Lovel refided at the feat of his ance(^ 
tors? He was anfwered by one, — he did not 
know; — by another, he could not tell; — by a 
third, that he never heard of fuch a perfon. Sir 
Philip thought it ftrange that a man of Lord 
Lovel's confequence (hould be unknown in his 
own neighbourhood, and where his anceftors had 
ufually refided. He ruminated on the uncer- 
tainty of human happinefs : This world, faid 
he, has nothing for a wife man to depend upon* 
I have loft all my relations, and moft of my 
friends ; and am even uncertain whether any are 
remaining : I will, however, be thankful for 
the bleffings that are fpared to me ; and I will 
endeavour to replace thofe that I- have loft. If 
my friend lives, he fhall (hare vdf fortune with 
me ; his children Ihall have the reverfion of it ; 
and I will (bare his comforts in return. But per- 
haps my friend may have met with troubles that 
have made him difgufted with the world : Per- 
haps he has buried his amiable wife, or his pro- 
miilng children ; and, tired of public life, he 
is retired into a monaftery. At leaft, I will 
know what all this filence means. 

When he came within a mile of the Caftle of 
Lovel, he ftopped at a cottage, and afked for a 
draught of water : A Peafant, mafter of the 

houfe, 
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houfe, brought It, and afked if his Honour 
would alight and take a moment's refrefhment. 
Sir Philip accepted his ofFer, being refolved to 
make farther enquiry before he approached the 
caftle. He a(ked the fame queftions of him, 
that he had before of others. — Which Lord Lo- 
vel, faid the man, does your Honour enquire 
after ? — The man whom I knew was called Ar- 
thur, faid Sir Philip. — Ay, faid thePeafant, he 
was the only furviving fon of Richard Lord Lo- 
vcl, as I think ?— Very true, friend, he was fo. — 
Alas, Sir, faid the man, he is dead I he fur- 
vived his father but a (hort time. — Dead ! fay 
you ? how long fince ?— About fifteen years, to 
the heft of my remembrance. — Sir Philip fighed 
deeply — alas, faid he, what do we, by living 
long, but furvive all our friends ! But pray 
tell me how he died ? — I will. Sir, to the heft 
of my knowledge. An't pleafe your Honour, 
I heard fay, that he attended the King when he 
went againft.the Welch Rebels, and he left his 
Lady big with child ; and fo there was a battle 
fought, and the King got the better of the Re- 
bels : There came firft a report that none of the 
Officers were killed j but a few days after there 
came a meflenger with an account very different, 
that feveral were wounded, and that the Lord 
Lovel was flain ; which fad news overfet us all 
with forrow, for he was a noble Gentleman, a 

B 3 bounti* 



6 The QLp. ENQLISH RARON: 

bounti&U Mafter, a^d the delight of all the 
neighbourhoods— He was inde^di^ faid Sir Phi- 
lip, all that is amiable «nd good i he was my 
dear and noble frie^d^ a^d I, am ipconfolabk for 
his lofs : But tibe i^nforti^nate Lady, what be- 
came of her ? — Why, a*at pleafe your Honour, 
they faid fhe died of grief for the lofs of her huf- 
batxd i b,ut her death was kept private for a time^ 
and we did not know it for certain till fome 
weeka^ afterwards. — The will of Heaven be obey- 
ed ! faid Sir Philip ; but wha fucceede.d| to the 
title and eftate ? The next heir, faid the Pea-r 
fant, a kinfinan of the' deccafe^. Sir Walter Lo- 
vel by name. — I have feen hia>, faid 5ir Ph(ilip, 
fQrmedy j but where was he when thefe events 
happened?— At the caftle of Lgvel, Sir; he 
pame there on a vifit to the l^ady, and waited 
there to receive my Lord, at his return frQm 
Wales ; when the news of his death arrived^ Sir 
Wajter did tvtry thing in bis power to comfor^ 
her, and fome (aid be wais to m;irry her ; but 
fhe refufed to be comforted, and took it fo ta 
heart tfa^t (he died.—^And does the prefen^ Lord 
Lovel refide at the Cattle. ?— No, Sic— Who, 
then? — The Lord Baron Fitz-Owen. — And 
how came Sir Walter to leave the feat of his an- 
Ceftors ?-rWby, Sir, he married his fitter to. 
this faid Lord ; and fo he fold the Cattle to him, 
^d went away, and built himielf a houfe in the 

north 



tbink thqy call it>— rXl^^^ is, vei;y ftrange ! iaid 
Sir PhiUp^— So.it; is, jjlqjtfe your Hpnour ; bul; 
this ii, ajl I knpw s^l^owt iffi-^I thftnfc you. frion^ 
fyjc your iptdjigence ;^ I hA»e ^^99 a. long JQur- 
«i9y to n^ pMrpofe^ a^ iMI^e m^t wilh nothit^g 
but crors apqdecus^ THi3 lif<; 19^ indeed^ a^pil^ 
grijffi%ge ! Jr^y iHr^Ai lUft tj^R iM^^rcft W^y tO) tb^ 
m^tMoij^fy^ Nobis Sip, f^i^ the ^oa&x^ 
i(f is full 6vQ 9iijAss ofl^ thf? <}ight, i» ccMpiog oa^ 
and t;he way^^ ar^ bad ; I a^ h^^ a poor man, and 
cannot entert^iA you^ QpnoM^ as you are ufed 
to ; bu^ i£ you will enter i^y poor (^ottage^ tiis^ 
and every thing in it, ar« at your fei;vice* My 
(^nefl friend I thank you heartily,. jEaid Sir Phi- 
lip ; your kij^dnefs and ho^pUality might fhajne 
oiany of higher birth aotl breieding ; I will ac- 
cept your kind ofkr : 3u,t. pray let me know the 
name of my hoft ? — John Wyatt, Sir^; an, ho- 
neft man though a poor one, and a Chriftian 
man, though a finful qne.*r-Whofe cottage is 
this ? — It belongs to the Lord Fitz^Owen.— 
What family have you ?— -A wife, two fons and 
a daughter, who will all be proud to wait upgn 
your Honour ; let me hold your Honpur's ftir- 
rup whilft you alight. He feconded thefe words 
by the proper adion, and haying affifted his 
gueft to difmount, be condudled him into his 
houfe, called his wife to attend him, and then 

B 4 l€4 
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led his horfe under a poor (bed, that ferved him 
as a ftable. Sir Phih'p was fatigued in body and 
mind, and was glad to repofe hinifelf any where. 
The courtefy of his hoft engaged his attention, 
and fatisfied his wifbes. He foon after returned, 
followed by a youth of about eighteen years ; 
Make haftie John, faid the father, and be fure 
you fay neither more nor lefs than what I have 
told you. I will, father, faid the lad ; and im- 
mediately fet off*, ran like a buck acrofs the 
fields, and was out of fight in an inftant. I 
hope, friend, faid Sir Philip, yoii have not fent 
your fon to provide for my entertainment; I am 
a foldier, ufed to lodge and fare hard ; and, if 
it were otherwife, your courtefy and kindnefs 
would give'arelifh to the moft ordinary food. 
I wifli heartily, faid Wyatt, it was in my power 
to entertain your Honour as you ought to be ; 
but, as I cannot do fo, I will, when my fon re- 
turns, acquaint you with the errand I fent him 
on. After this they converfed together on com- 
mon fubjefls, like fellow-creatiires of the fame 
natural form and endowments, though different 
kinds of education had given a confcious fuperio- 
rity to the one, a confcious inferiority to the 
other J and the due refpefl: was paid by the lat- 
ter, without being exafled by the former. In 
about half an hour young John returned. — Thpu 
haft made hafte, faid the father. Not more than 

goo4 
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good fpeed, quoth the fon. — Tell us, then, how 
you fped ? — Shall I tell all that pafled ? faid 
John.— All, faid the father; I don't want to 
hide any thing. John ftood with his cap in his 
hand, anil thus told his tale. — I went flraigbt to 
the Caftle as faft as I could run ; it was aiy hap 
to light on young Mafter Edmund firft, fo I told 
him juft as you bad me, that a noble Gentle- 
man was come a long journey from foreign 
parts to fee the Lord Lovel, his friend j and, 
having lived abroad mapy years, he did not 
know that he was dead, and that the Caftle was 
fallen into other hands; that upon hearing thefe 
tidings he was much grieved and difappointed, 
and wanting a night's lodging; to reft himfelf 
before he returned to his own home, he was 
fain to take up with one at our cottage ; that 
my father thought my Lord would be angry with 
him, if he were not told of the ftranger's jour- 
ney and intentions, efpecially to let fuch a man 
lye at our cottage, where he could neither be 
lodged nor entertained according to his quality. 
Here John flopped, and his father exclaimed— 
A good lad ! you did your errand very well ; 
and tell us the anfwer.— John proceeded — Maf- 
ter Edmund ordered me fome beer, and went to 
acquaint my Lord of the meflage ; he ftayed a 
while, and then came back to me. John, faid 
|ie, tell the noble ftrangcr, that the Baron Fitz- 

Owen 
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Qwon greets biiD well, syiA ^J^fiws him, td i;pft 
sfllured^ t4)at tbot^gb li;Qi;d Lpv^ is 4^d,, and 
the Caftle fallen into Qther band^ his friends 
will always fipd a wqlcome there ; and my Lord 
deftres tha( he will accept of a lodging there,, 
while he remains in this country — fo I came 
;|vay dire£lly, and made hafte to deliver my er- 
rand. 

Sir Philip exprefled fome diflatisfac^ion ^t thii. 
mark pf old Wyatt's refpedl — I wilb, faid be, 
ib^t you bad acquainted me with your intetition 
before you dent to iqiform the Baron I was here. 
I choofe rather to lo4ge with you ; and I pro* 
poie to make amends for the troublie I (hall give 
you. Pray, Sir, don't mention it, faid thi? 
Peafan^y ypu are as welcome as myfelf ; I hope 
no offence ; the only reafon of my fending was, 
becav^iel am both M^able and unworthy to en- 
tertain your Honour.-— I am forry, faid Sir Phi«- 
lip„ you ihould think me fo dainty; I am a 
Cbriftian foldier ; and him I acknowledge for 
my Prince and Mader, accepted the invitar 
tions of the poor, and wafhed the feet of his dif- 
ciples. Let us fay no more on this head ; I am 
refolved to (lay this night in your cottage, to- 
morrow I will wait on the Baron, and thank him 
for bis hofpitable invitation. — That (hall be as 
your Honour plea(es, fmcc you will condcfccnd 
IQ ftay here. John, do you run back and ac- 
quaint 
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quaint wy Lord of iU Not fo, faid Sir Philip i 
it is now almoft dark*, — 'Tis no matter, fa.id 
John, I can go it blindfold. Sic Philip then 
gave him a n;ieflage to the Baron in his own 
name, acqua^inting hioi thait h€ WQuld pay 
bis refpe^ to him in the morning. Joku. flew 
back the fecoi^d time, and foon returned with 
];iew commendations from the &ron, and that 
be would expeiSl him on the morrow. Sir Phi-* 
Up gave him an angel of gold, and praifed hi^ 
^ed and abilities. 

He Tupped with Wyat^ and his family upon 
new laid eggs an^ raflieFS of bacoQ, with the 
higbeft reli(b. They praifed the Creator for his 
gifts, and acknowledged they were unworthy 
of the leaft of his bleflings. They gave ths 
beft of their two lofts up to Sir Philip, the reft 
of the family flept in the otber, the old woman 
and her daughter in the bed, the father and hi<^ 
two fons upon clean ilraw. Sir J^hilip's be4 
was of a better kind, and yet much inferior to 
bis ufuat accommodations i neverthelefs the good 
Knight flept as well in Wyatt's cottage, as he 
could have done in a palace. 

During his fleep, many ilrange and incohe* 
rent dreams arofe to his imagination. He thought 
he received a meflage from his friend Lord Lo» 
vel, to come to him at the Caftle ; that he ftood 
»t the gate and received him, that he firove to 

em* 
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embrace him, but could not ; but that he fpoke to 
this efFe£b. — Though I have been dead thefe fif- 
teen years, i ftjll command here, and none can 
enter thefe- gates without my pcrmifSon ; know 
that it is I that invite, and bid you welcome ; 
the hopes of my boufe reft upon you. Upon 
this he bid Sir Philip follow him; he led him 

through many rooms, till at laft'he funk down, 

and Sir Philip thought he ftill followed him, 
till be came into a dark and frightful cave, 
where he difappeared, and in his ftead he beheld 
a complete fuit of armour ftained with blood, 
which belonged to bis friend, and he thought 
be heard difmal groans from beneath. Prefently 
after, he thought he was hurried away by an in- 
vifible hand, and led into a wild heath, where 

' the people were inclofing the ground, and mar- 
king preparations for two combatants ; the trum- 
pet founded, and a voice called out ftill louder. 
Forbear ! It is not permitted to be revealed till 
the'time is ripe for the event : Wait with pa- 
tience on the decrees of heaven. — He was then 
tranfported to his own houfe, where, going in- 
to an unfrequented room, he was again met by 

. his friend, who was living, and in all the bloom 
©f youth, as when he firft knew him : He ftart- 
ed at the fight, and awoke. The fun (hone up- 
on his curtains, and, perceiving it was day, he 
fat up, and recollcdled where he was. The 

images 



A GOTHIC STORY. ij 

images that imprefled his fleeping fancy remain- 
ed ftrongly on his mind waking; but his reafon 
ftrove to difperfe them ; it was natural that the 
ftory he had heard (hould create thefe ideas, that 
they Jthould wait on him in his fleep, and that 
every dream (hould bear fome relation to his de- 
ceafed friend. The fun dazzled his eyes, the 
birds ferenaded hitn and diverted his attention, 
and a woodbine forced its way through thp win* 
dow, and regaled his fenfe of fmelling with its 
fragrance. — He arofe, paid his devotions to 
Heaven, and then carefully defcended the nar- 
row ftairs, and went out at the door of the cot- 
tage. There he faw the induftrious wife and 
daughter of old Wyatt at their morning work, 
the one milking her cow, the other feeding her 
poultry. He afked for a draught of milk, 
which, with a flice of rye bread, ferved to break 
his faft. He walked about the fields alone ; for 
old Wyatt and his two fons were gone out to 
their daily labour. He was foon called back by 
the good woman, who told him* that a fervant 
from the Baron waited to condudi: him to the 
Cattle. He took leave of Wyatt's wife, telling 
her he would fee her again before he left the 
country. The daughter fetched his horfc, 
which he mounted, and fet forward with the 
fervant, of whom he afked many quettions con- 
cerning his matter's family. How long have 
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you lived with the Baron ?— Ten years.—* 
Is hc^ a good maftcr ? — Yes, Sir, and alfo a 
good hu(band and father. — What family ha» 
he? — Three fons and a daughter.— What age 
arc they of? — The eldeft fon is in his feven- 
teenth year^ the fecond in his fixteenth, the 
others feveral years younger; but beHde thefe 
my Lord hat feveral young gentlemen brought 
up with his own fons, two of which are hie 
nephews; he, keeps in his houfe a learned 
clerk to teach them languages ; and as for all 
bodily ^xercifes, none come near them ; there 
is a fletcher to teach them the ufe of the crofs 
bow-; a mafter to teach them to ride; another 
the iife of the fword ; another learns them to 
dance ; «nd then they wreftle and run, and 
have fuch adivity in all their motions, that it 
does one good to fee them ; and my Lord thinks 
nothing too much to befiow on their educa- 
tion. Truly, fays Sir Philip, he does the part 
of a good parent, and I honour him greatly 
for it; but are the young gentlemen of a pro- 
miiing difpofition ? — Yes indeed. Sir, anfwefed 
the fervant ; the young gentlemen, my Lord's 
fons, are hopeful youths ; but yet there is one 
who is thought to exceed them all, though he 
is the fon of a poor labourer. — And who is he i 
faid the knight. — One Edmund Twyford, the 
fon of a cottager in our village; he is to be 

furc 
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fxitt ds fine a youth as ever the fun fliohe upbn^ 
and of 'fo Aveet a difpofition that nobody envies 
his good fortune.— What good fortune does he 
enjoy ?— Why, Sir, about two years ago, iny 
tA)rd, at his fons requeft, took him inta 
his own family, an^ gives him the fame educa- 
tion as his own children ; the young Lords 
doat irpdn him, efpecially Mafier Williattiy wha 
is ahoat his own age : It is fuppofed that he 
will attend the young Lords when they go ta 
the wars, which my Lord intends they {hall bye 
and *bye. — What you tell me, faid Sir Philip^ 
ihcreafes every minute my refpeft for your Lord j 
he is an excellent father and mafter, he i^elcs 
out merit in obfcurity^ he diftinguiflies and re- 
wards it : t honour him with all my heart. 

In thi^ manner they converfed together till 
they came withiti view of the Caftle. In a field 
near thfe houfe they faw a company of youths, 
"with c^o6 bows in thetr hands, ihoating at 
a'marlc. There, faid the fervant,. are our young 
gentlemen at their exercffes. Sir Ph Hip flop- 
ped his horfe to obferve them, he heard two or 
three of them cry out — Edmund is the viflor ? 
He wins the prize } I muft, (aid Sir IPhilipy 
ta^ke a view of this Edmund — He jumped ofFhis 
horfe, gave the bridle to the fervant, and walked 
into the field, The young gentlemen came up, 
and paid their refpedis to him > he apologized for in- 
truding 

7 
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truding upon their fports, and aiked which was 
the vidor ? upon which the youth he fpoke to 
beckoned to another, who immediately advan- 
ced, and made his obeifance : As he drew near. 
Sir Philip fixed his eyes upon him, with fo much 
attention, that he feemed not to obferve his 
courtefy and addrefs. At length he recolleded 
himfelf, and faid, what is your same, young 
man ? — Edmund Twyford, replied the youth j 
and I have the honour to attend upon the Lord 
Fitz-Owcn's fons — Pray, noble Sir, faid the 
youth who firft addreiTed Sir Philip, are not you 
the ftranger who is expe<Sed by my father ? — I 
am. Sir, anfwered he, and I go to pay my re- 
fpe£ls to him. — Will you excufe our attend- 
ance, Sir ? We have not yet finiflied our cxer- 
cifes. — My dear youth, faid Sir Philip, no apo- 
logy is neceflary ; but will you favour me with 
your proper name, that I may know to whofc 
courtefy I am obliged ? — My name is William 
Fitz-Owen ; that Gentleman is my eldeft bro- 
ther, Mafter Robert ; that other my kinfman, 
Mafter Richard Wenlock. — Very well ; I thank 
you, gentle Sir ; I beg you not to ftir another 
ftep, your fcrvant holds my horfe. Farewell, 
Sir, faid Mafter William J I hope we (hall have 
the pleafure of meeting you at dinner. — The 
youths returned to their fports, and Sir Philip 
mounted his horfe and proceeded to the Caftle; 

he 
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li# entered' it ivith si deep figh, and melancholj^ 
recolleftions. The Baron received him with 
the utmoft reiped alid courtefy. He gave a 
briel account of the principal events that had 
happened is the family of Lovel daring his ab- 
fcncc ; he fpoke of the late Lord Lovel with re-* 
(peSty of the prefent with the affedlion of a bro- 
ther. Sir Philip, in return ^ gave a brief recital 
of his own adventures abroad, and of the difa- 
gtesable circumftances he had met with fince 
his. return home ; he pathetically lamented the 
lofs of all his friends, not forgetting that of his 
faithful fervant on the way j faying he could be 
contented to give up the world, and retire to a 
reiigieus houfe, but that he was withheld by the 
confideration, that fome who depended entirely 
upon him, would want his prefence and afiift- 
ance ; and, befide that, he thought he might be 
offervicc to many others. The Baron agreed 
with him in opinion, that a man was of much 
more ftrvice to the world who continued in it^ 
than one who retired from it, and gave his for- 
tui^e to the Church, whofe fervants did not al- 
ways make the beft ufe of it. Sir Philip then 
turned the converfation, and congratulated the 
Baron on his hopeful family ; he praifed their 
perfons and addrefs, and warmly applauded the 
care he beftowed on their education. The Ba- 
ron liftened with plcafure to the honeft appro- 
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bation of a worthy heart, and enjoyed. the true 
happinefs of a parent. 

Sir Philip then made further enquiry concern- 
ing Edmund, whofe appearance had ftruck him 
with an imprei£on in his favour. That boy, 
faid the Baron, is the fon of a cottager in this 
neighbourhood ; his unco.7)mon merit, and gen* 
tlenefs of manners, dilHnguiihes him from thofe 
of his own clafs ^ from his childhood he attract- 
ed the notice and affedion of all that knew him ^ 
he was beloved every where but at his father *s 
houfe, and there it (hould feem that his merits 
were his crimes 5 for the Peafant, his father, 
hated him, treated him feveiely, and at length 
threatened to turn him out of doors ; be ufed to 
run here and there on errands for my people,, 
and' at length they obliged me to take notice of 
him ; my fons earneftly defired I would take 
him into my family 5 I did fo about two years 
ago, intending to make him their fervant j but 
his extraordinary genius and difpofition has 
obliged me to look upon him in a fuperior 
light 5 perhaps I may incur the cenfure of many 
people, by giving him fo many advantages, 
and treating him as the companion of my chil- 
dren : His merit muft juftify, or condemn, my 
partiality for him ; however, I truft that I have 
fecurcd to my children a faithful fervant of the 
upper kind, and an ufeful friend to my family. 

Sir 
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Sir Philip warmly applauded his generous hofl:^ 
and wiflied t6 be a fharer in his bounty to that 
fine youth, whofe appearance indicated all the. 
qualities that had indeared him to his compa- 
nions. 

At the hour of dinner the young men prefenteJ 
themfelves before their Lord, and ^is gueft. Sir 
Philip addrefled himfelf to Edtnund ; he afked 
him many queflions, and received modeft and 
intelligent anfwers, and he grew every minute 
more pleafed with him* After dinner the youths 
withdrew with their ^utor to purfue their ftudies. 
Sir Philip fat, for fome time, wrapt up in medi- 
tation. After fome minutes, the Baron afked 
him, if he might not be favoured with the fruits 
of his contemplations — You fhall, my Lord, 
anfwered he, for you have a right to them. I 
was thinicing, that when many bleiUngs are loft, 
we ihould cherifh thofe that remain, and even 

endeavour to replace the others— My Lord, I 
have taken a ftrong liking to that youth whom 
you call Edmund Twyford : I have neither 
children nor relations to claim rhy fortune, nor 
fliare my affedlions ; your Lordlhip has many 
demands upon your generofity : I can provide 
for this promifing youth without doing irijuftice 
to any one ; will you give him to me ?--He is a 
fortunate boy, faid the Baron, to gain your fa* 
vour (o foon. — My Lord, faid the Knight, I 

C 2 will 
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will confefs to you, that the firft thing that 
touched my heart in his favour, is i a ftrong re- 
f^mbUnce he bears to a certaiji dear friend I ooc^ 
hadf and bis manner refembles him as much at 
his perfon ; his qualities deferve that be fbould 
be placed in a higher rank ; I will adopt him for 
my fon, and introduce him into, the world as 
my relation, if you will reiign him to me ; 
What fay you ? — Sir, faid the Baron, you havc^ 
made, a noble ofFer, and I am too much the 
young man's friend to be a hindrance to his pre* 
ferment. Xt is true that I had intended to pro* 
vide for him in my own family ; but I cannot do 
it fo efFedlually as by giving hio;! to you, whofe 
generous afFe£tion being unlimited by other ties, 
may in time prefer him to a higher Ration as he 
(hall deferve it. I have only one condition to 
make; that the. lad fhall have his option ; for I 
would not oblige him to leave my fervice againft 
his. inclination.— You fay well, replied Sir Phi- 
lip; nor would I take him upon other terms, — 
Agreed then, faid the Baron ; let us fend for 
Edmund hither. A fervant was fent to fetch 
him; he came immediately, and his Lord thus 
befpoke him. — Edmund, you owe eternal obll* 
gatioi^s to this gentleman, who, perceiving in 
yo^ a certain refemblance to a friend of his, and 
liking your behaviour, has taken a great affei^ioQ 
for you> infomuch that he deftres to receive yoi^ 

into 
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into his family : I cannot better provitie for you 
than by difpofiAg of you to him ; and, if yoii 
have no objection, j^ou (hall return home with 
fiitn Wh&n he gote from hence. The counte- 
nance of Edmund underwent many alterations 
during tTifspropofal of his Lord; it exprefled 
tendernefs, gratitude, and forrow, but the laft 
wias predominant ; he bowed refpeftfully to the 
Baron and Sir Philip, and, after feme helitation, 
Ifpolce as follows : — 1 feel very flrongly the obli- 
gations I owe to this gentleman, for his noble 
and generous offer ; I cannot exprefs the fenfe X 
have of his goodnefs to me, a Peafant hoy^ only 
known tb him by my Lord's kind and partial men- 
tion ; this uncommon bounty claims my eternal 
gratitude. To you, my honoured Lord, I owe 
every thing, even this gentleman's good opiriion 
—you diftinguilhed me when nobody elfe did s 
and, next to you, your fons are my beft and dearelt 
bcriefaftors j they introduced me to your notice. 
My heart is iinalterably attached to this houfe 
and family, and my iitmoft ambition is to i^end 
my life in your fervice : But if you have per- 
ceivctf any great and grievous faults in me, that 
make ytwi ^Hh to pot me out of your family, 
and if you haVe recomtfrirfidtd me to this gentle* 
hiitt morder to be rid of tte. In that cafe I will 
fu%fhit to yotirpleafute, as I would if you flioliM 
Aintence me to death. 
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During this, fpeech the tears made tbemfelves 
channels down Edmund's cheeks ; and his two 
noble auditors, catching the tender infedlion, 
wiped their eyes at the conclufion. My dear 
child, faid the Baron, you overcome me by your 
tendernefs and gratitude ! I know of no faults 
you have committed, that I fhould wifh to be 
jid of you : I thought to do you the beft fervice 
by promoting you to that of Sir Philip Harciay, 
Vfho is both able and willing to provide for you \ 
"but if you prefer my fervice to his, I will not 
part with you* Upon this Edmund kneeled to 
the Baron > he embraced his knees — My dear 
Lord ! I am, and will be your fervant, in pre- 
ference to any man living j I only afk your per- 
xniiSon to live and die in vour fervice. — You 
fee. Sir Philip, faid the Baron, how this boy 
engages the heart j how can I part with him ?— 
I cannot afk you apy more, anfwered Sir Phi- 
lip, I fee it is impo^blq ; but I efieem you both 
fiill higher than ever ; the youth for his grati- 
tude, and your Lordfiiip for your noble mind 
and true generofity ^ ble0ing3 attend you both ! 
—Oh, Sir, faid Edmund, prefSng the hand of 
Sir Philip, do not think m? ungrateful to you, 
I will ever remember your goodpefs, and pray 
to Heaven to reward it ; the naqie of Sir Philip 
llarclay (hall be engraven upon my heart, next 
to my Lord and his family, for cvcff Sir Philip 
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A GOTHIC STORY. 43 

j^aifed the youth and embraced him, faying, if 
£ver you w^nt a friend, remember me ; and de- 
pend upon my protedioh, fo long as you conti- 
nue to deferve it. Edmund bowed low, and 
withdrew, with his eyes full of tears of feniibi- 
lity and gratitude. When he was gone. Sir 
Philip faid, I am thinking, that though young 
Edmund wants not my affiftance at prefent, be 
may hereafter Aand in need of my fxiendihipu 
I (hould not wonder if fuch rare qualities as he 
poflefles, Ihould one day x^r^eate envy, and raife 
him enemies ; in which cafe he might come to 
lofe your favour, without any fault of yours or 
his own, I am obliged to you for the warning, 
faid the Baron, I hope it will be unnecefTary ; 
but if ever I part with Edmund, you (hall have 
the refufal of him^ I thank your Lordfliip for 
all your civilities to me, faid the Knight ; I 
leave my bed wifhes with you and your hopeful 
family, and I humbly take my leave. — Will you 
not ftay one night in the Caftle ? returned my 
Lord ; you (hall be as welcome a gueft as ever. — 
I acknowledge your goodnefs and hofpitality, 
but this houfe fills me with melancholy recollec- 
tions ; I came hither with a heavy heart, and it 
will not be lighter while I remain here. I fhall 
always remember your Lordfliip with the higheft 
refpeft and efteem j and I pray God to pref^ve 
you, and increafe your bleflings ! 

C 4 After 
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After fotne futjiber ceremonies. Sir Pbiltp*4e^ 
|»aj:(rd« ^d resumed to old Wyatt's, ruminating^ 
mi the viciifitude of^aman al&ir^^ and thinking 
pn the changes be had jfeen. 

At his return to Wyatt's cottage, he fofund 
the family aflfembled together* He told them he 
inrould take another night's lodging there, which 
diey heard with great pleafure ; for he had fa- 
«QiUarifed hln^felf to them in the laft evening!3 
converfatton, jnfomiich that they began to eit* 
joy his compaijy. He told Wyatt of the misfpr«r 
tune he had fuftait^ed by lofing his fervant on the 
way, and wifted be could get One to attend huqi 
home in his place. Young John looked earneft- 
ly at his father, who returned a look of aj^pro* 
bation. I perceive one in this company, (aid he^ 
that would be proud to ferye your Honour ; but 
J[ fear he is not brought up well enough. John 
coloured with impatience, he could not forbear 
fpeaking, Sir, 1 can anfwer for an honeft hearty 
a willing mind, and a light pair of. heels ; and 
though I am fomewhat aukward, I (hall be provd 
to learn, to pleafe my noble Maftejr, if he will 
but try me. You fay well, faid Sir Philip, I 
have obferved your qualifications, and if you 
are defirous to ferve me, I am equally pleafed 
with you ^ if your father has no objeftion I will 
fake you, Objeftion^ Sir ! f^.id .the old manj 
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jt ^'dlTbtmy pride to prefer liiai «o iiich a noUft 
gendeoian ; I will make no terms for hitn, but 
jsatre it to ytiur Honour to do for him as he fliall 
Hdeferfe. Very well, faid Sir Philip, you ihali 
-be no lofer by chat ; I will charge myfelf with 
dhe care of the young man. The bargain was 
Aruck, and Sir Philip parchafed a horfe for Joha 
of the old man. The next morning they fet 
put 'f the Knight left marks of his bounty with 
^he good couple^ and departed, laden with their 
i>leffing -and prayers. He flopped at the plact 
whfere his faithful fervant was buried, and caufed 
mafles to be faid for the repofe of his foul ; then, 
purfuing his way by eafy journeys, arrived in 
fafety at home. His family rejoiced at his re* 
turn ; he fettled his new fervant in attendance 
upon his perfon ; he then looked round his 
neighbourhood for objeds of his chjirity $ when 
Me Aw merit in diftrefS) it was his delight to 
raife and fupport it : He fp^nt his tm^ in the 
fervice of liis C^eatCM*, and glorified him in do« 
ing good to his creatures. He refledled fre« 
quently upon every thing that had befallen him 
tn bis late jourQey to the weft ; and, at his 
feiAire, took downaU the particulars in writing. 

Her^foikws an interval of four yearsy as by the 
numufcripi $ and this omjfton feems intended by the 
Writer* Wkat follows is in a Afferent iandy and 
iff€ <h^a&er is more modern. 

ABQUT 
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.A BOUT this time the prognofticks of Sir Phi- 
lip H^rclay began to be verified, that Ed- 
mund's good qualities might one day excite 
envy and create him enemies. The fons and 
kinfmen of his patron began to feek occafion 
to find fault with him, and to depreciate him 
Vffxth others. The Baron^s eldeft (on and heir, 
Mafier Robert, had feveral contefts with Maf- 
cer William, the (econd fon, upon his account: 
Tl)is youth had a warm afFe£lion for Edmund, 
and whenever his brother and kinfmen treated 
him (lightly, he fupported liim againft their 
malicious infinuations. Mr. Richard Wen- 
lock, and Mr. John Markham, were the fiftors 
fons of the Lord Fitz-Owenj and there were 
feveral other more diilant relations, who, with 
them, fecretly envied Edmund's fine qualities, 
and ftrove to UCkn bjm in the efteem of the Ba- 
ron and his family. By degrees they excited 
a diflike in Mafter Robert, that in time was 
fixed into habit, and fell little fhort of aver- 
(ion. 

Young Wenlock's hatred was confirmed by 
an additional .circum(lance : He had a growing 
pa(fion for the Lady Emma, the Baron's only 
daughter ; and, as Jove is eagle-eyed, he faw, 
or fancied he faw her caft an eye of preference 
on Edmund. An accidental fervice that flic 
received from him, had excited her grateful 

regards 



A GOTHIC STORY. 27 

regards and attentions towards him. The in* 
cefiant view of his fine perfon and qualities, 
had perhaps improved her efteem into a ftjll 
fofter fenfation, though ihe was yet ignorant 
of it, and thought it only the tribute due to 
gratitude and friend(hip. 

One Chriftmas time, the Baron and all his 
family went to vilit a family in Wales ; cvoS'" 
ing a ford, the horfe that carried the Lady 
Emma, who rode behind her couHn Wcnlock, 
ftumbled and fell down, and threw her ofF into 
the water: Edmund difmounted in ^ moment, 
and flew to her affiftance ; he took her out fo 
quick, that the accident was not known to 
fome part of the company. From this ^ time 
Wenlock flrove to undermine Edmund. in her 
efteem, and (he conceived herfelf obliged ivt 
juftice and gratitude to defend him againft the 
malicious infinuations of his enemies. She one 
day afked Wenlock, why he in particular (hould 
endeavour to recommend himfelf to her fa- 
vour, by /peaking againft Edmund, to whom 
file was under great obligations ? — He made 
but little reply; but the impreffion funk deep 
into his rancorous heart ; every word in Ed- 
mund's behalf was like a poifoned arrow that 
rankled in the wound, and grew every day 
more inflamed. Sometimes he would pretend 
to extenuate Edmund's fuppofed faults, in order 

to 
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tb load him With the fin of faigfatitadfe tipoii 
ofhtrtjoiaiidns. Rancour Wdrks dfeepdft in th6 
heart that ftriv^is to conceal it j and, when co« 
vered hy *+t, frcqaeritly puts on the appear- 
•tice <>f ta^dour. By thefe means did Wenfock 
and Markham impofe upon the trredtility of 
Mailer Robert and their other relations : Maf- 
ter WUiiam, only fiood proof zgkiACt ail then* 
iflfinuations. 

The fame amuimn that Edinund eompleated 
his eighteenth year, the £aron declared hh 
iBiemion of fenorng the young men of his 
hDufe to France the following fpring, to leam 
the art of war, And fignalize their ^ourag^ iind 
•bilrties. 

ThQJr iiUwill towards Edmund was fo well 
^ conc^led, that his patron had ftot difcovered 
ic^ but it was whifpered aihohg the fervants^ 
n^ho are genisrally clofe oWer vers of the im^n^ 
liers of their'prin(^ipak. Edonind wias a £a* 
votirite with them 1^1 1^ v/hiohw0sa.flTong p're^ 
lumption that he deferved te ht fo, for their ^ 
iUdom (hew much regard to depetidents^ or to 
Aiperiour domeftics^ who ^re generi^lly pbjeds 
of envy a|id jdi/like. Edmund was courHjeous^ 
but notfamlHar with them^ and^ by this me^ns^ 
gained their a^e^lions without foliciting them. • 
Among them was an old ferving man, called 
Jofeph HoVi'clI J this man had formerly fcrved 

the 
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the old l40i:d Lovel, and bis fon ; ai>d wiico the, 
^oiuig Lord died* and Sir Walter fpld tbccaftJe. 
to his broj;her-in-law, the Lord Fitz-Oweni he 
ORly^'OjfaU the old fervants was left in the hou^,^ 
to take care of it^ and to deliver it into the 
poil^ffion of the new proprietor, who. retained 
him in hi& fervice : He was a man of few word* 
bat much refledion s and without troubling him- 
fdf about other peoplt^i affairs, went filent'y. 
a^d properly, about his own buiinefs; more 
folic! tous to difcharge his duty, than to re*, 
commend Mmfclf to notice, and not feeming 
to aj^ire to any higher office than that of a - 
ferving man.. This old man would fix his eyes, 
upon Edmund, whenever he could do it with- 
out obfcrvation ; fometimcs he would iigh 
deeply, and a tear would flart from his eye^ 
which he ftrove to conceal from obfervation* 
One day Edmund furprized him in this tender 
emotion, as he was wiping his eyes with tlfe 
back of his hand; Why, faid he, my good, 
friend, do you look at me fo earneftly and af- 
feaionately?— Becaufe I love you Mafter Ed- 
mund, faid he, becaufe I wifh you well. — I 
thank you kindly, anlwered Edmund ; I am 
unable to repay your love, otherwifc than by 
returning it, which I do finccrely.— I thank 
you. Sir, faid the old man ; that is all 1 define, 
and mere than I dcferve. — Do not fay fo, faid 
g Edmund; 
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Edmund; if I had any better way to thank 
you, I would not fay fo much about it; but 
words are all my inheritance. Upon this he 
ihook hands with Jofeph, who withdrew haf- 
tily to conceal his emotion, faying, God blcfs 
you Mafter, and make yo'ur fortune equal to 
your deferts ! I cannot help thinking you 
were born to a higher ftation than what you 
now hold. — You know to the contrary, iaid 
Edmund; but Jofeph was gone out of fight 
and hearing. 

The notice and obfervation of ftrangers, 
and the afFeSion of individuals, together with 
that inward confcioufnefs that always attends 
fuperiour qualities, would fometimes kindle 
the flames of ambitiori in Edmund's heart ; 
but he checked them prefently by reflecSing 
upon his low birth and dependant ftation. 
He was modeft, yet intrepid; gentle and* 
courteous to all ; frank and un refer vcd to thofe 
that loved him, difcreet ^nd complaifant to 
thofe who hated him ; generous and com- 
pafSonate to the diftreffes of his fellow-crea- 
tures in general ; humble, but not fervile, to his 
patron and fu periors. Once, when he with a 
manly fpirit juftiiied himfelf againft a malici- 
ous imputation, his young Lord, Robert, taxed 
hrm with pride and arrogance to his kinfmen^ 
Edmund denied the charge agalnft him with 

equal 
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equal fpirit and modefty. Mailer Robert ao- 
fwered him iharply — How dare you contradiA 
my ceufins ! do you mean to give them the lye ? 
— Not in words Sir, faid Edmund; but I will be- 
have €0 as that you fhall not believe them. 
Mafler Robert haughtily^bade him be filent a(id 
know himfelf, and not prefume to contend 
i^ith men fo much his fuperiors in every re- 
fpe<5t. Thefe heart-burnings in fome degree 
fubfided by their prepai'ations for going to 
France. Mafter Robert was to be prefented 
at court before his departure, and it was ex« 
pcfled that he fhould be knighted. The Ba- 
ron defigned Edmund to be his Efqi *re; but this 
was fruflrated by his old enemies, who per- 
fuaded Robert to make choice of one of his 
own domeftics, called Thomas Hevjrfon; him 
did they fet up as a rival to Edmund, and he 
took every occafion to affront him. All that 
Mafter Robert gained by this ftep, was the 
contempt of thofe who faw Edmund's merit, 
and thought it want of difcernment in him not 
to diftinguifli and reward it. — Edmund requefted 
of his Lord that he might be Mafter William's 
attendant; and when, faid he, my patron fhall 
be knighted, as I make no doubt he will one 
day be, he has promifed that I fhall be his Efquire. 
The Baron granted Edmund's requeft ; and, 
being freed from fervitude to the reft, he was 

devoted 
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d^yotrd ta thtt^oT bis beloved Mafter WilKsMtty 
^o trealf 4 him in public as. hia principal doi-. 
mciftic^ b^ in p/iv^^ aa his cho&n ititxA^zxAi 

The whole cateil of \m enemies confulted^ 
together in what manner they fhould vent their* 
ne&ntmsnt againft hiyi; and it was agreed that' 
th^ (hould treat him with indififcrence and* 
neglef^, till they fhould arrive, in France ; and 
when there^ they fhould contrive to render Ivis- 
courage fufpecEled, and by putting hiro upon feme 
defperate enterprize, rid themfelreaof him for 
ever. About this time died the great Duke of' 
Bedford, to, the irreparable lofs of. the EhgliAi > 
nation* He was fucceeded by Richard Plantar- 
genet, Duke of York, as Regent of France, of 
which great part had revolted to Claries the 
Paupbin* Frequent actions enfued^ Cities 
were loft and won; and continual occaftons 
oi&red toexercife the courage, and abilities, of 
the youth of both nations. 

The young. men of Baron Fitz*Owen*s houfe 
were recommended particularly to the Rcgent'a 
notice. Mafter Robert was knighted, with 
feveral other young men of family who diftin- 
guifhed themfelves by their fpirit and activity 
upon every occafion. The youth were daily 
employed in warlike exercifes, and frequent 

actions ; 
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ftdions ; an J made their firft eiTay in arms in 
fuch a manner as to bring into notice all that de- 
fcrvcd it- 
Various arts were ufed by Edmund's enemies 
to expofe him to danger ; but all their contri- 
vances recoiled upon themfelves^ and brought 
increafe of honour upon Edmund's head : He 
diftinguiihed himfelf upon fo many occafions, 
that Sir Robert himfelf began to pay him more 
than ordinary regard, to the infinite mortifica- 
tion of his kinfmen and relations. They laid 
many fchemes againft him, but none took 
effeft. 

from this plan the charaffers in the manajiripi 
are effaced by time and damp^ Here and there 
finu fentences are legible^ but notfuffldent to purfae 
the thread oftkefiory. Mention is made offiveral 
a&ions in which the young men were engage d 
thai Edmund diflingaijhed himfelf by intrepidity 
in a£lion\ by genHenefs^ humanity and modejly in 
the cefpttions — that he attraSfed the notice of every 
ferfon of objervation, andalfo that he received per'- 
fonal commendation from the Regent, 

The following incidents are clear enough to be 
tranfcribedy but the beginning of the next fucceed^ 
i^g pV^s is obliterated: However ^ we nu^ 
guefs at the beginning by what remains, 

D AS 
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A S foon as the cabal met in Sir Robert's teht^ 
Mr. Wcnlock thus began. You fee, mjr 
friends, that every attempt we make to humble 
this upftart, turns into applaufe, and ferves onl3r 
to raife his pride ftill higher. Something muft 
be done, or his praife will go home before us, at 
our own expence ; and we (hall feem only foils to 
fet oflF his glories. Any thing would I give to 
the man who fhould execute our vengeance upon 
him. Stop there, coufin Wenlock, faid Sir 
Robert; though I think Edmupd proud and 
vain-glorious, and would join in any fcheme to 
humble him, and make him know himfelf, I will 
not fuffer any man to ufe fuch bafe methods to 
efie& it. Edmund is brave ; and it is beneath 
an Engliihman to revenge himfelf by unworthy 
means ; if any fuch are ufed, I will be the firft 
man to bring the guil^ to juftice ; and if I hear 
another word to this purpofe, I will inform my 
brother William, who will acquaint Edmund 
with your mean intentions. Upon this the ca- 
bal drew back, and Mr. Wenlock protefted 
that he meant no more than to mortify hit 
^ride, and make him know his proper ftation. 
Soon after Sir Robert withdrew9 and they re- 
fumed their deliberations. 

Then 
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Then fpoke Thomas Hewfon : There is a 
party to be fent out to->morrow night, to inter* 
cept a convoy of provifions for the relief of 
!Rouen ; I will provoke Mr. Edijiund to make 
one of this party, and when he is engaged in 
the a£tion, I and my companions will draw off, 
and leave him to the enemy, who I truft will 
fo handle him, that you fliall no more be^trou- 
bled with him. This will do, faid Mr. Wen« 
lock ; but let it be kept from my two coufins 
and only known to ourfelves ; if they oiFer to 
be of the party, I will perfuade them off it: 
And you, Thomas, if you bring this fcheme to 
a concluiion, may depend upon my eternal gra- 
titude.—- And mine, faid Markham ; and fo faid 
all. The next day the affair was publickly 
mentioned ; and Hewfon, as he promifed, pro- 
voked £dmund to the trial: Several young 
men of family offered tl^emfelves; among the 
reft, Sir Robert, and his brother William. Mr. 
Wenlock perfuaded them not to go; and fet 
the danger of the enterprise in the ftrongeft 
colours. At laft Sir Robert complained of the 
tooth-ach, and was confined to his tent ; Ed- 
mund waited on him; and judging by the ar- 
dour of bis own courage of that of his patron, 
thus befpoke him. I am greatly concerned 
dear Sir, that we cannot have your company 
at night ; but as I know what you will fuffer in 
being abfent, I would beg the favour -of you to 

D 2 Ut 
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]^t ipe ufe your vm^ wi 4cvic«, and I will 
pro^ife npt to di(gn^ the^. ^o, Sda^uanly 
I cannoe CQ^e^X tQ tjai^tr: I tiu^l^ ye^ 6)r yg^ 
noble offbc, and wiU le^msbcyi it to y<^ur »d-» 
v^ntj^e i biM! I cacwaot w)ear i\oaoura. of awtber 
ipa^'ai gAtciog. You liave aiwakiened «e Ik> a 
f<rnfe of m.y duty: I will go with you> and 
cofttend with you fof glory -, and Williaoi ihall 
do th£ fame. 

In a few hours they were ready to fct out. 
Wenlock and Markham, and their dependants, 
found themfelves engaged in honour to go 
upon an enterprize they never intended; and 
fet out, with heavy hearts, to join the party. 
They marched in filence in the horrors of a dark 
night, and wet roads; they met the convoy 
where they expe£ted, and' a (harp engagement 
cnfued. The viflory was fome time doubtful 5 
but the moon rifing on the backs of the £ng- 
lifli, gave them the advantage* They faw 
the difpofition of their enemies, and availed 
themfelves of it. Edmund advanced the fore- 
mbft of the party ; he drew out the leader on 
the French fide; he flew him. Mr. William 
preflTed forward to affift his friend. Sir Robert, 
to defend his brother ; Wenlock, and Markham, 
from fhame to ftay behind. 

Thomas Hewfon and his adTociates drew 
back on their fide; the French perceived it, 

and 
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ftnd puifutd the advanhge. Edmund pulhed . 
them in froht; the young nobles all followed 
him; they broke through the detachment^ 
and flopped the tvaggons. The officer who 
commanded the party, encouraged thdm to go 
oii; the defeat was Toon compleat, and the 
provifions carried in triumph to the Englifh 
camp. 

Edmund was prefented to the Regent as the 
man to whom the viftory ^J^ras chiefly owing. 
Not a tongue prefumed to move itfelf againft 
hitn ; even malice and envy were iilenced. 
^ Approach, young than, faid the Regent, that 
I may confer upon you the honour of knight- 
hood, which yo«i have well deferved. Mr. 
Wenlock could no longer forbear fj>eaking : 
Knighthood, faid he, is an order belonging to 
gentlemen, it cannot be conferred on a pea- 
fant. What fay you. Sir! returned the Regent; 
is this youth a peafant?--He is, faid Wenlock ; 
let him deny it if he can. Edmund, with a mo- 
deft bow, replied. It is true indeed I am a pea- 
fant, and this honour is too great forme^I 
have only done my duty* The Duke of York, 
whofe pride of birth equalled that of any man 
living or dead, flieathed his fword immediately* 
Though, faid he, I cannot reward you as I 
intended, 1 will take care that you (hall have a 
large (hare in the fpoils of this night ; and, I 

D 3 declare 
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declare publickly» that you ftand firft in the 
lift of gallant men in this engagement* 

Thomas Hewfon and his afTociates ihade a 
poor figure in their return ; they were publickly 
ri^proved for their backwardnefs. Hewfon 
was wounded in body and more in mind, for 
the bad fuccefs of his ill laid defign. He could 
not hold up his head before Edmund; who, 
unconfcious of their malice^ adminiftered every 
kind of comfort to them. He fpoke in their 
behalf to the commanding officer, imputing 
their condu£l to unavoidable accidents, {le 
vifited them privately; he gave them a part of 
the fpoils allotted to himfelf ; by every a<Sl of 
valour and courtefy he ftrove to engage thofe 
hearts that hated, envied, and maligned him : 
But where hatred arifes from envy of fuperior 
qualities, every difplay of thofe qualities in- 
ereafes the caufe from whence it arifes* 

Another paujjg enfuis here* 

The young nobles and gentlemen who dif- 
tingniflied Edmund, were prevented from raifing 
him to prefern^ent by the insinuations of Wen* 
lock and his aflbciates, who never failed to fet 
before them his low defcent, and his pride and 
arrogance in prefuming to rank with gentle* 
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HiTi the manufcript is not kgtbU for fiveral 
pages* There is mentioUy about this time^ of iht 
ikatb of the Lady Fitz^Owen \ but not the caufe. 

Wenlock rejoiced to find that his fchemcs 
took tScAj and that they fliould be recalled at 
the approach of winter. The Baron was glad 
of a pretence to fend for them homt ; for he 
could no longer endure the abfence of his 
children, after the loTs of their mother. 

The manufcrip is again drfacedfor many leaves % 
at length the letters become more legible^ and the rr- 
mainder of it is pate perfeif* 
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pROM the titne the young men r^tmncd 
from France^ the enemies of Edmund em- 
ployied tbeir utmoft abilities to ruin hJm in the 
Baron's opinion, and get him difmifled from 
the family* They infinuated a thoufand things 
againft him that happened, as they iaid, dur« 
ing his refidence in France, and therefore could 
pot be known to his mafter ; but when the Ba* 
ron privately enquired of his two elder fons^ 
be found there was no truth in their reports. 
Sir Robert, though he did not love him, fcorned 
to join in untruths againft him. Mr« William 
fpoke of him with the warmth of fraternal 
affe(Sion. The Baron perceived that his kinf- 
men difliked Edmund; but his own good heart 
hindered him from feeing the bafenefs of theirs. 
It is faid, that continual dropping will wear 
away a ftone ; fo did their inceffant reports, by 
infenfible degrees, produce a coolnefs in his 
patron's behaviour towards him. If he behaved 
with manly fpirit, it was mifconftrued into pride 
and arrogance ; his generofity was imprudence ; 
his humility was hypocrify, the better to co- 
ver his ambition. Edmund bore patiently all 
the indignities that were thrown upon him ; 
and, though he felt them feverely in his bofom, 
Ccomed to juftify his conduS at the expencc 
even of his enemies. Perhaps his gentle fpi- 
rit might at length have funk under this treat- 
ment, 
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faienty but providence interpofed in his be- 
half 9 and, by feemingly accidental circumftan* 
ces, conduced him imperceptibly towards the 
criiis of his fate. 

Father >Ofwald, who had been preceptor to 
the young men, had a ftrong affedion for Ed- 
mund, from a thorough knowledge of his 
heart 3 he faw through the mean artifices that 
were u fed to undermine him in his patron^s fa- 
vour ; he watched their machinations, and ftrove 
to fruftrate their defigns. 

This good man ufed frequently to walk out 
with Edmund ; they converfed upon various 
fubje£ls ; and the youth would lament to him 
the unhappinefs of his fituation, and the pecu- 
liar circumftances that attended him. The fa- 
ther, by his wholefomc advice, comforted his 
drooping heart } and confirmed him in his re- 
folution of bearing unavoidable evils with pa- 
tience and fortitude, from the confcioufnefs of 
his own innocence, and the aflurance of a 
future and eternal reward. 

One day, as they were walking in a wood 
near the caftle, Edmund afked the father what 
meant thofe preparations for building, the cut- 
ting down trees and burning of bricks ? — What, 
faid Ofwald, have not you heard that my Lord 
is going to build a new apartment on the wctt 
fide of the caftle?— And why, faid Edmund, 

(hould 
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Aould my Lord be at that cxpence when there 
18 one on the eaft fide that is never occupied ?— 
That apartment, faid the friar^ you muft have 
obferved is always Ihut up. I have obferved it 
often, faid Edmund j but I never prefumed to 
afk any queftions about it. — You had then, faid 
Ofwald, lefs curiofity, and more difcretion^ than 
is common at your age. — You have ralfed my 
curiofity, faid Edmund j and, if it be not impro- 
per, I beg of you to gratify it. — We arc alone, 
faid Ofwald, and I am fo well afiiired of your 
prudence, that I will explain this myftery in. 
fome degree to you. 

You muft know, that apartment was occupied 

by the laft Lord Lovel when he was a batche- 

]or. He married in his father's life-time, who 

gave up his own apartment to him, and offered 

to retire to this himfelf 3 but the fon would 

not permit him, he chofe to fleep here, rather 

than in any other. He had been married about 

three months when his father, the old Lord, died 

of a fever. About twelve, months after his 

marriage, he was called upon to attend the 

King, Henry the fourt)^, on an expedition into 

Wales, whither he was attended by many of 

his dependants. He>left his lady big with child^ 

and full of care ana anxiety for his fafety and 

letuni. 

After 
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After the King had chaftifed the Rebels, and 
obtained the vidory, the Lord Lovel was ex- 
pelled home every day ; various reports were 
feat home before him ; one meflenger brought 
an aceount of his health and fafety — foon after 
another came with bad news, that he was flain 
in battle. His kinfman. Sir Walter Lovel, 
came here on a vifit to comfort the Lady ; an4 
he waited to receive his kinfman at his return. 
It was he that brought the news of the fad event 
of the battle to the Lady Loveh 

She fainted away at the relation ; but, when 
fhe revived, exerted the utmoft refolution ; fay- 
ing, it was her duty to bear this dreadful ftroke 
with chriftian fortitude and patience, efpeciallj 
in regard to the child fhe went with, the laft re* 
mains of her beloved hufband, and the undoubt- 
ed heir of a noble houfe* For feveral days (he 
feemed an example of patience and refignation ; 
but then, all at once, ihe renounced them, and 
broke out into paffionate and frantic exclama- 
tions ; ihe faid, that her, dear Lord was bafelj 
murdered ; that his ghoft had appeared to her, 
and revealed ^is fate : She called upon Heaven 
and earth to revenge her wrongs ; faying, (he 
would never ceafe complaining to God, and the 
King, for vengeance and juftice. 

Upon this,^ Sir Walter told the fervants that 
Irady Lovel was ^iftrafted, from grief for the 

death 
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death of her Lord ; th^ his regard for her was 
as firoag as eirer ; and that, if Ihe recovered^ 
he would himfelf be her comforter, and marry 
her* In the mean time (he was confined in thii 
very apartment, and in lefs than a month the 
poor Lady died.^She lies buried in the family 
vault in St. Auftin's church in the village. Sir 
Walter tot>k pofleffion of the Caftle, and all the 
other eftates, and aiTumed the title of Lord 
LoveL 

' Soon after, it was reported that the Caftle was 

haunted, and that the ghofts of Lord and Lady 

Lovel had been feen by feveral of the fervants. 

Whoever went into this apartment were terrified 

by uncommon noifes, and ftrange appearances ; 

at length this apartment was wholly (hut up, and 

the fervants were forbid to enter it, or to talk of 

any thing relating to it : However, the ftory 

did not (top here ; it was whifpered about, that 

the new Lord Lovel was fo difturbed every night 

that he could not fleep in quiet ; and, being at 

laft tired of the place, he fold the Caftle and 

eftate of his anceftors, to his brother*in-iaw the 

Lord Fitz-Owen, who now enjoys it, and left 

this country. 

All this is news to me, faid Edmund $ but, 
father, tell me what grounds there were for the 
Lady's fufpicion that her Lord died unfairly — 
Alas ! (aid Ofwald, that is only known to God. 

There 
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Theffe wereftrange thoughts in the minds of many^ 
at Aaik tjme $ I had mi^fie ; but I will not dif- 
cloft them, not even to yoct. I will not injure 
thofe who may be innocent; and I leave it to 
Providence, who will doubtlefs, in its own beft 
time and manner, puni(h the guilty. But let 
what I have told you be as if you had never 
heard it. 

I thank you for thefe marks of your efteen 
and confidence, faid Edmund ; be aflured that 
I win not abufe them ; nor do I defire to pry 
into fecrets not proper to be revealed : I entirely 
approve your difcretion, and acquiefce in your 
conclufion, that Providence will in its own 
time vindicate its ways to man : If it were iK>t 
for that truft, my fituation would be infupport* 
able. I flrive earneftly to deferve the efteem and 
favour of good men; I endeavour to regulate 
my condud fo as to avoid giving offence to any 
man ; but I fee, with infinite pain» that it is 
impo0ible for me to gain thefe points. — I fee it 
too» with great concern, faid Ofwald; and 
every thing that I can fay and do in your fa* 
vour is mifconftrued ; and, by feeking to do you 
fervice, I lofe my own influence : But I will 
never give my fan(3ion to a£ls of injuftice, nor 
join to opprefs innocenc^^ My dear child, put 
your truft in God : He who brought light out of 
I darknefsy 



4( Th£ OLD ENGLISH BARON: 

darknefs, can bring good out of evil.-— I hope 
and truft fo» faid Edmund ; but^. father^ if my 
enemies (hould prevail, if my Lord ihould be- 
lieve their Aories againft me, and I fliould be 
put out of the houfe with difgrace, what wilK 
become of me ? I have nothing but my charac- 
ter to depend upon ; if I lofe that, I lofe every 
thing 'y and I fee they feek no lefs than my ruin. 
—Truft in my Lord's honour and juftice, re- 
plied Ofwald ; he knows your virtue, and he is 
not ignorant of theii; ill-will towards you.— I 
know my Lord's juftice too well to doubt it^ 
faid Edmund; but would it not be better to 
rid him of this trouble, and his family of an in- 
cumbrance ? I would gladly do fomething for 
myfelf, but cannot without my Lord's recom- 
mendation ; and, fuch is my fituation, that I 
jfear the aflcing for a difmifiion would be account- 
ed bafe ingratitude : Befide, when I think of 
leaving 'this houfe, my heart faddens at the 
thought, and tells me I cannot be happy out of 
it : Yet I think I could return to a peafant's 
life with chearfulnefs, rather than live in a pa- 
lace under difdain and contempt.-^Have pa- 
tience a little longer, my fon, faid Ofwald j I 
will think of fome way to ferve you, and to 
reprefent your grievances to my Lord, with- 
out offence to either : Perhaps the caufes 
Biay be removed. Continue to obferve the fame 

irre- 
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irreproachable condufi; and be afliired that 
Heaven will defend your innocence, and defeat 
the unjuft defigns of your enemiet. Let u$ 
now return home. 

About a week after this conference, Edmund 
walked out in the fields ruminating on the dif* 
agreeable circumftances of his fituation« In- 
fenfible of the time, he had been out fcveral 
hours without perceiving how the day wore 
away, when he heard himfelf called by name fe- 
veral times ; looking backward he faw his friend 
Mr. William, and hallowed to him. He came 
running towards him ; and, leaping over the 
41yle, flood ftill a while to recover his breath. 
What is the matter. Sir, . faid Edmund ? your 
looks befpeak fome tidings of importance. With 
a look of tender concern and afFe6lion, the youth 
prefTed his hand and fpoke. My dear Edmund^ 
you muft come home with me dire£lly ; your 
old enemies have united to ruin you with my 
father ; my brother Robert has declared that he 
thinks there will be no peace in our family till 
you are difmi{red from it, and told my father^ 
he hoped he would not break with his kinfmen 
rather than give up Edmund.— But what do 
they lay to my charge ? faid Edmund. — I can- 
not rightly underftand, anfwered William, for 
they make a great myflery of it -, fomething of 
6 great 
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great confequcncc they fay ; but they will not 
te]I me what: Hoveever, my father has told 
them that they muft bring their accufatkm be* 
fore your face, and he will have you anfwer them 
publicly. I have been ieeking you tb>6 hour, 
to inform you of this, that you might be pre- 
pared to defend yourfelf againft your accufers.— 
Gbd reward you. Sir, faid Edmund, for all 
your goodnefs to me ! I fee they are determined 
to ruin me if poffible : I (hall be compelled ta 
leave the Caftle ; but, whatever becomes of me, 
be ftfiured you iball have no caufe to blufli for 
your ktndnefe and partiality to your Edmund.— 
I know it, I am fure of it, faid William ; andl^ 
here I fwear to you, as Jonathan did to David, 
I befccch Heaven to blefs me, as my friendfliip 
■to you fliall be fteady and inviolable ! — ^^nly fo 
long as I Ihall deferve fo great a blef&ng, inter- 
rupted Edmund. — I know your yorth and ho* 
nour, continued William } and fuch is my con- 
fidence in your merit, that I firmly believe 
Heaven defigns you for fomething extraordinary; 
and I exped that fome great and unforefeen event 
will raife you to the rank and flation to which 
you appear to belong : Promife me, therefore, 
that whatever may be your fate you will prefervc 
the fame friendfhip for me that I bear to you.~ 
Edmund was fo much afieded that he could not 

anfwer 



A GOTHIC srORV. 4$ 

Imlwer ^lit iti broken (entences. OH my friend^ 
my iha^r ! I vow, I ptomife^ my Heart pro- 
mifes !— Re kneeled down with clafped hands, 
and opiifted eye* : William kneeled by him, 
and they invoked the Supreme to witnefs to 
thSelr frieildfllip, arid' lAfipIored his bleffing upon 
ft : They then rofe up and embraced eicH other, 
ti^hile tears of cotdial aSedion bedewed their 
cheeks. 

As foon d$ they were a:fc1e to fpeak, Edmund 
conjured his friend not to expoTe himfelf to the 
difpleafure of his family oud of kindnefs to him. 
1 fitbmit to the will oT Heaven, faid he, I wait 
with patience its dirpofal of me ; if I leave the 
Caftle I will find means to inform you of my 
fate and fortunes. — 1 hope, faid William, that 
things Qiay yet be accommodated ; but do not 
fake any refolution, let us a£t as occafions arife. 

In this manner thefe amiable youths confer^* 
red, till they arrived at the Caftle. The Baron 
was fitting in the gfeat hall on a high chair 
with a footftep before, with the ftate and dig- 
nity of a judge ; before him ftood father Of- 
wald, as pleading the caiife fot himfelf an4 
Edmund. Round th6 Baron's chair ftood hit 
eJdeff fon and his kinfmen, with their principal 
domefilcs. The old fervant, Jofcph, at fome 
diftante, with his heaid leaning forward, as lif« 
tening with the utmoft attention to what pafied. 

E Mr. 
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Mr. William approached the chair. — My Lord,. 
I have found Edmund, and brought him to an- 
fwer for himfelf. — You have done well, fald the 
Baron. Edmund, come hither ; you are charged 
with fome indifcretions, for I cannot properly 
call them crimes : I am refolved to do juAice 
between you and your accufers j I fhall there- . 
fore hear you as well as them ; for no man ought 
to be condemned unheard. — My Lord, faid Ed- 
mund, with equal modefty and intrepidity, I 
demand my trial ; if I (hall be found guilty of 
any crimes againft my Benefactor, let me be 
punifhed with the utmoft rigor : But ify as I 
truft, no fuch charge can be proved againft me,^ 
I know your goodnefs too well to doubt that 
you will do juftice to me, as well as to others; 
and if it fhould fo happen that by the mifrepre-. 
fentations of my enemies (who have long fought^ 
my ruin privately, and now avow it publicly), 
if by their artifices your Lordfhip ihould be in*, 
duced to think me guilty, I would fubmit p 
your lentence in iilence, and appeal to another 
tribunal.— ^ee, faid Mr. Wenlock, the confi* 
dence of the fellow ! he already fuppofes that 
my Lord muft be in the wrong if he condemns 
him ; and then this meek creature will appeal 
to another tribunal : To whofe will he appeal i 
I defire he may be made to explain himfel/.—- 
That I will immediately, faid Edmund, with- 
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out being compelled ; I only meant to appeal 
to Heaven that beft knows my innocenpe. — ^*Tis 
true, faid the Baron, and no oiFence to znf 
one; man can only judge by appearances, but^ 
Heaven knows the heart : Let every one of you 
bear this in mind, that you may not bring a falfe 
accufation, nor juftify yourfelves by concealing 
the truth* Edmund, I am informed that Of- 
wald and you have made very free with me and 
my family, in fome of your converfations ; you 
were heard to cenfure me for the abfurdity of 
building a new apartment on the weft fide of the 
Caftle when there was one on the eaft iide unin- 
habited : Ofwald faid, that apartment was (hut 
up becaufe it was haunted ; that fome fbocking 
murther had been committed there ; adding ma- 
ny particulars concerning Lord Lovel's family, 
fuch as he could not know the truth of, and if 
he had known, was imprudent to reveal. But, 
further, you complained of ill treatment here 5 
and mentioned an intention to leave the Caftle, 
and feek your fortune elfewhcre, I fcall examine 
into all thefe particulars in turn. At prefent I 
defire you, Edmund, to relate all that you can 
remember of the converfation that pafled between 
you and Ofwald in the wood laft Monday.— 
Good God ! faid Edmund, is it poilible that 
any perfon could put fuch a conftrudion upon 
fo innocent a converfation i 

E 2 Tea 
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Tell me then, faid the Baron, the particulars 
of it-— I willy my Lord, as nearly as my memory 
will allow me. Accordingly he related moSt 
of the converfation that pafled in the wood;, 
but, in the part that concerned the family of 
Lovel, he abbreviated as much a» poflible, 
Oswald's countenance cleared up, for he had 
done the fame before Edmund came. The 
Baroi^ called to his eMeft fon,. — You hear. Sir 
Robert, what both parties fay : I have queftioned 
them feparately; neither of them knew what 
the other would anfwer^ yet their accounts agree 
almoft to a word. — I confefs they da fo^ an^* 
fwered &ir Robert; but. Sir,, it is very bold and 
prefuming for them to (peak of our family af- 
fairs in fuch amanner ^ if my uncle. Lord Level-, 
fhould come to know it, he would punifl) then» 
feverely ; and, if his honour is reflecS^d upon, 
it becomes us to refent and to punifh it. Here 
Mr. Wenlock broke out into paiion, and offered 
to fwear to the truth of his accufetion. Be 
iileut, Dick, faid the Baron ; 1 (hall judge for 
myfelf, I proteft, faid he to Sir Robert, i ne- 
ver heard fo much as Ofwald has now told me 
concerning the deaths of Lord and Lady Lovel ; 
I think it is beft to let fuch ftories alone iSl 
they die away of themfelves. I had, indeed^ 
heard of an idle ftory of the eaft apartments 
being haunted when &fl I came, hither^ and 

my 
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my brother advifed me to &ut it up tHl it fhould 
be forgotten ; but what has now been faid, 
has fuggefted a thought that may make that 
apartment ufeful in future. I have thought 
of a puni&ment for Edmund that will ftop 
the mouth pf his accufers for the prefent; and, 
as I hope, will eftablifli his credit with every bo- 
dy. Edmund will you undertake this adven* 
ture for me? — What adventiire, my Lord, faid 
£dmund? There is nothing I would not un- 
dertake to (how aiy gratitude and liddity to 
you. As to my courage, I woidd fiiew that at 
the expence of my malicious accusers, if re- 
^e£t to my Lord's blood did not tie up my 
hands; as I am fituated I beg It may be put 
to the proof in whatever way is moft for my 
•mafter's fervice. — That is well faid, cried the 
Baron : As to your enemies, I am thinking how 
to feparate you from them effe&ually ; of that 
I (hall fpeak hereafter. I am going to try 
Edmund's courage; he Aall fleep three nights 
in the eaft apartment, that he may teftify 
to all whether It be haunted or not ; afterwards 
I will have that apartment fet in ordo*, and 
jay eldeft fon (hall take it for bis own ; it wtU 
Ipare me fome expence, and anfwer my pur- 
|K>fe as well, or better : Will yeu confent Ed- 
mund? — ^With all my heart, my Lord, faid 
Edmund^ I have not wilfully ofi^nded God or 

£ 3 man; 
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man ; I have, therefore, nothing to fear. — Brave 
boy ! faid my Lord ; I am not deceived in you, 
nor ihall you be deceived in your reliance on me. 
You (hall fleep in that apartment to-night, and 
to-morrow I will have fome private talk with 
you. Do you, Ofwald, go with me; I want to 
have fome converfation with you. The reft of 
you, retire to your ftudies and buflnefs ; I will 
meet you at dinner. 

Edmund retired to his own chamber, and 
Ofwald was (hut up with the Baron ; he de« 
fended Edmund's caufe and his own, and laid 
open as much as he knew of the malice and 
defigns of his enemies. The Baron exprefied 
much concern at the untimely deaths of Lord 
and Lady Lovel, and defired Ofwald to be clr- 
cumfpedHn regard to what he had to fay of the 
circumftances attending them; adding, that he 
was both innocent and ignorant of any treachery 
towards either of them. Ofwald excufed himi* 
felf for his communications to Edmund, faying, 
they fell undefignedJy into the fubjeft, and 
that he mentioned it in confidence to him 
only. 

The Baron fent orders to the young men to 
come to dinner; but they refufed to meet Ed- 
mund at table ; accordingly he ate in the fteward's 
apartment. After dinner the Baron tried to rc- 
(pp^ilc his kinfmep to Edmund ; but found it 

impoflibl^. 
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impoflible. They faw their defigns were laid 
open; and judging of iiim by themfelves, 
thought it impoflible to forgive or be forgiven. 
The Baron ordered them to keep in feparate 
apartments; he took his eldeft fon for his own 
companion, as being the moft reafonable of the 
malecontents ; and ordered his kinfmen to keep 
their own apartment, ^ith a fervant to watch 
their motions. Mr. William had Ofwald for 
his companion. Old Jofeph was bid to attena 
on Edmund; toferve him at fupper; and, at the 
hour of nine, to cbnduft him to the haunted 
apartment. Edmund defired that he might 
have a light and his fword, left his enemies 
fliould endeavour to furprife him. The Baron 
thou gilt his requeft reafonable, and complied 
with it. 

There was a great fearch to find the key of the 
apartment; at laft it was difcpvered by Edmund, 
himfelf, among a parcel of old rufty keys in 
a lumber room. The Baron fent the young 
men their fuppers to their re(pe<9tive apart- 
ments. Edmund declined eating, and defired 
to be conducted to his apartment^ He was ac- 
companied by moft of the fervants to the door 
of it; they wiflied him fuccefs, and prayed for 
him as if he had been going to execution. 

The door was with great difficulty unlocked, 
^d Jofeph" gave Edmund a lighted lamp, and 

£ 4 wUhed 
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yifiC^td him a good night| he returned his good 
wifl^e^ to then) all with the utmoft chearful- 
nefsy took the key on the infide of the door, and 
djfmified them. 

He then too)c a furvey of his chamber; the 
furniture^ by long negled):, was decayed and 
dropping to piepes^ the bed was devoured by 
the moths, and occupied by the rats, who had 
built their nefts there wi{;h impunity for many 
generations. The bedding was very damp^ 
for the rain had forced %8 way through the 
ceiling; he determined, therefore, to lie down 
in his clothes. Thefe were two doors on the 
further fide of the room with keys in them ; 
being not at all ileepy, he refolded to examine 
thep; he attempted one lock, and pppned it 
with eafe ; he went into a large dining room, 
the furniture of which was in the fame tattered 
cpnditioa; out of this was a large clofet with 
fome books in it, and hung round with coats of 
arms, with genealogies sirid alliances of the 
houfe of Lovel ; he s^mufed himfelf here fome 
minutes, and then returnpd into the bed-cham** 
ber. 

He recollefied th^ other door, and refolded 
to fee wher^ it led to ; the key was r^Qed into 
the lock, and refifted his attempts ; he fet the 
]^mp on the ground, and exerting all bif 
j^ength opcnsi the dopr^ and at the fame in* 

fiaot 
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flant the wind of it blew out the lamp, and 
left hitn in utter darknefs. At the fame mo- 
ment he heard a hollow ruftling noife like that 
of a perfon coming through a narrow pafTage* 
Till this moment not one idea of fear bad 
approached the mind of Edmund ; but, juft then» 
all the concurrent circumftances of his Situation 
ftruck upon his heart, and gave him a new and 
difagreeable fenfation. He paufed a while ; and, 
recollefling himfelf, cried out aloud — What 
fliould I fear ? I have not wilfully oflended God, 
or man ^ why, then, fhould I doubt protefiion ? 
But I have not yet implored the divine affift- 
ance; how, then, can I exptO. it ! Upon this, he 
kneeled down and prayed earneftly, refigning 
himfelf wholly to the will of heaven ; while he 
was yet fpeaking, his courage returned, and 
he refumed his ufual confidence; again he 
approached the door from whence the noife 
proceeded; be thought he faw a glimmering 
light upon a ftaircafe before him. If, faid he, 
this apartment is haunted, I will ufe my endea- 
vours to difcover the caufe of it ; anid if the 
fpirit appears vifibly, I will fpeak to it. 

He was preparing to defcend the flairca(e» 
when he heard feveral knocks at the door by 
which he firft entered the room; and, ftepping 
backward, the door was clapped to with great 

yiGilc;oce, Again fear attacked him, but he 
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refifted it, and boldly cried out — Who is there ? 
—A voice at the outer door anfwered, — *Its I— 
Jofeph, your friend ! — ^What do you want, faid 
Edmund? — I have brought you fome wood to 
malce a fire, faid Jofeph.— I thank you kindly, 
faid Edmund J but my lamp isgooe out j I will 
try to find the door, however. After fome 
trouble he found, and opened it; and was not 
forry to fee his friend Jofeph with a light in one 
,hand, a flaggon of beer in the other, and a 
faggot upon his (houlder* 1 come, faid the 
good old man to bring you fomething to keep 
ip your fpirits ; the evening is cold ; I know 
this room wants airing; and befide that, my 
Mafter^ I think your prefent undertaking re- 
quires a little affiftance. 

My good friend, faid Edmund, T never (hall 
be able to deferve or requite your kindnefs to 
me. — My dear Sir, you always deferved more 
than I could do for you ; and I think I fhall 
yet live to fee you defeat the defigns of your 
enemies, and acknowledge the fervices of your 
friends.— Alas, faid Edmund, I fee little pro- 
fpeft of thati — I fee, faid Jofeph, fomething 
that pcrfuades me you are defigned for great 
things ; and I perceive that things are working 
about to fome great end: Have courage, my 
Mafter, my heart beats ftrangely high upon 
your account !— You make me fmile, faid Ed- 

iiiund^ 
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mund. — I am glad to fee it. Sir; may you fmile 
all the reft of your life,— I thank your honeft 
afledtion, returned Edmund, though it is too 
partial to me. You had better go to bed, how- 
ever ; if it is known that you vifit me here, it 
will be bad for us both. — So I will prefently; 
but, pleafeGod, I will come here again to-mor- 
row night when all the family are a-bed ; and 
I will tell you fome things that you nevej yet 
beard.->6ut pray tell me, faid Edmund, where 
does that door lead to ?— Upon a pafiage that 
ends in a ftaircafe that leads to the lower rooms; 
and there is likewife a door out of that paiTage 
into the dining-room. — And what rooms are 
there below ftairs, faid Edmund ? — The fame as 
above, replied he, — Very well; then I wifh you 
a good night, we will talk further to*morrow. 
—Aye, to-morrow night; and in this place, my 
dear Matter. — Why do you call me your Maf- 
ter? I never was, nor ever can be, your Matter. 
—God only knows that, faid the good old 
man; good night, and heaven blefs you !—- 
good night, my worthy friend ! 

Jofeph withdrew, and Edmund returned to 
tbe other door, and attempted feveral times to 
open it in vain; his hands were benumbed and 
tired ; at length he gave over. He made a fire 
in the chimney, placed the lamp on a table, and 
iPpened one of the window^fhutters to admit 

the 
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t^ "day-light; he then recommeiuled himfclf 
to th.e divine protedioo, and threw himfelf upon 
the bed j he prefently fell afleep, and contlnuedi 
in that ftate, till the fun faluted him with his 
orient beams through the window he had opened. 
As foon as he was perfectly awake he ftrove 
to reco)Ie{l his dreams. He thought that he 
beard people coming up the flaircafe that he 
bad a glimpfe of ^ that the door opened, and 
there entered a Warf ior, leading a Lady by the 
kand, who was young and beautiful, but pale 
and wan: The Man was dreiTed in complete 
armour, and his helm'et down. They approach- 
ed the bed ; they uAdfew the curtains. He 
thought the Man faid, — Is this our child? The 
woman rep1ied,"*-It is; and the hour approaches 
that he fiiall be known for fucfa. They then 
feparated, and one flood on each fide of the bed ; 
their hands met over his head, and they gave 
him a folemn benediction. He ftrove to rife 
and pay them his refpe^fls, but they forbad 
him ; and the Lady faid, — Sleep in peace, oh 
my Edmund ! for thofe who are thie true pofleflbrs 
of this apartment are employed in thy preier- 
vation: Sleep on, fweet hope of a houfe that 
is thought pad hope I — Upon this, they 
withdrew, and went out at the fame door 
by which they entered, and he heard theia 
defcqnd the ftairs.^— After this, he followed 

a funeral 
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a funeral as chief mourner ; he faw the whole 
proceffion, and heard the ceremonies performed. 
He was fnatched away from this mournful fcene 
to one of a contrary kind, a ftately fearf, at 
which he prefided ^ and be heard himfelf con- 
gratulated as a hufband, and a father : His friend 
William fat by his fide ; and his happinefs was 
complete- Every fucceeding idea was happi- 
jiefs without allay; and his mind was not tjle a 
moment till the morning fun awakened him* 
He perfcfBy remembered his dreams, and me- 
ditated on what alt thefe things (hould portend. 
Am I then, faid he, not Edmund Twyford, but 
fomebody of confequence in whofe fate fa many 
people are interefted ? Vain thought, that muft 
have arifen from the partial fuggeftion of my 
two friends, Mr, William and old Jofeph I 

He lay thus reflefting, when a fervant knocked 
at his door, and told him it was paft fix o'clock, 
and that the Baron expeded him to breakfad in 
an hour. Herofe immediately; paid his tribute 
of thanks to heaven for its protection, and went 
from his chamber in high health and fpirits. 

He walked in the garden till the hour of 
breakfaft, and then attended the Baron. Good 
morrow, Edmund ! faid be; how have you refted 
in your new apartment? Extremely well my 
Lord, anfwered he.— I am glad to hear it, faid 
the Baron ; but I did not kpow your accommo- 
o dations 
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dattons were Co bad, as Jofeph tells me they are* 
— 'Tisof noconfequence, faid Edmund; if they 
were much worfe I could difpenfe with them 
for three nights. — Very well, faid the Baron 5 
you are a brave lad : I am fatisfied with you, 
and will excufe the other two nights. — But, my 
Lord, I will not be excufed; no one (hall have 
leafoh to fufpe^ my courage: I am determined 
to go through the remaining nights upon many 
accounts. — That (hall be as you pleafe, faid my 
Lord, I think of you as you deferve; fo well, 
that I (hall a(k your advice by and by in fome 
affairs of confequence.— My life and fervlces 
are yours, my Lord j command them freely.-^ 
Let Ofwald be called in, faid my Lord ; he (hall 
be one of our confultation. He came ; the fer- 
vants were difmifTed ; and the Baron fpoke as 
follows. Edmund, when firft I took you into 
my family, it was at the requeft of my fons and 
kinfmen ; 1 bear witnefs to your good behavi- 
our, you have not deferved to lofe their efteem ; 
bur, neverthelefs, I have obferved for fome 
years paft, that all but my fon William have 
fct their faces againft you : I fee their mean- 
nefs, and I perceive their motives: But they 
are, and muft be, my relations ; and I would 
rather govern them by Jove, than fear. I love 
and efteem your virtues : I cannot give you up 
to gratify their humours. My fon William has 

loft 
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loft the afFedions of the reft, for that he hears 
to you ; but he has increafed my regard for him : 
I think myfelf bound in honour to him 
and you, to provide for you \ I cannot do it^ 
as I wifhed, under my own roof. If you ftay 
here I fee nothing but confufion in my family; 
yet I cannot put you out of it difgracefully. 1 
want to think of fome way to prefer you, that 
you may leave this houfe with honour ; and I 
defire both of you to give me your advice in 
this matter. \{ Edmund will tell me in what 
way I can employ him to his own honour and 
my advantage, lam ready to do it; let himpro- 
pofe it, and Ofwald fliall moderate between us» 

Here he flopped ; and Edmund, whofe figh» 
almoft chcaked him, threw himfelf at the Ba- 
ron's feet, and wet his hand with his tears. 
Oh, my noble generous benefacStor ! do you 
condefcend to confult fuch a one as me upon 
the ftatc of your family ? does your moft amia- 
able and beloved fon incur the ill will of his 
brothers and kinfmen for nny fake? What .an^i 
Ivthat I fliould difturb the peace of this noble 
family ? Oh, my Lord, fend me away direflly ! 
I fliould be unworthy to live if I did not ear- 
rieftly endeavour to reflore your happinefs. 
You have given me a noble education, and L 
truft I fliall not difgrace it. If you will recom- 
mend me, and give me a cbarad^er, I fear not 

to 
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to mzlLt mjr ovirn fortune. Th6 Baron wiped 
fats eyes j I wi(h to do this my child, but in 
what T^ay.— My Lord, faid Edmund, I will 
open my hcatt to you. I have ferved with cre- 
dit in the army, and I ihould prefer a foldier's 
life. — You pleafe me well, faid the Baron : I 
will fend you to France, and give you a recom- 
mendation to the Regent ; he knows you per- 
fonally, and will prefer you, for my fake, and 
for your own merit. — ^My Lord, you overwhelm 
me with your goodnefs ! I am but your crea<- 
ture, and my life fball be devoted to your ibr- 
vice. — But, faid the Baron, how to difpofe of 
you till the fpring ? — That, faid Ofwald, may 
be thought of at leifure ; I am glad that you hav^ 
refolved, and I congratulate you both. The 
Baron put an end to the converfation by de« 
firing Edmund to go with him into the Manage 
to fee his horfes. He ordered Ofwald to ac- 
quaint his fon William with all that had pafled, 
aiid to try to perfuade the young men to meet 
Edmund and William at dinner. 

The Baron took Edmund with him into his 
Manage to fee fome horfes he had lately pur- 
chafed ; while they were examining the beatt^ 
ties and defeats of thefe noble and ufeful ani- 
mals, Edmund declared that he preferred Ca» 
radocy a horfe he had broke himfelf, to any 
other in my Lord's ftables. Then, faid the Ba- 

ron> 
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Ton, I will give llifn to you; and you-fliall go up* 
on him to feck yoar fortune. He made neir 
acknowledgments for this gift, and decilared he 
would prize it highly for the giver's fake. But 
I fliall not part with you yet^ faid my Lord; I 
will firft carry all ihy points with thefe fiiucy 
boys, and oblige them to do you jufiice»-— ^ 
You have already done that, faid Edmund ; and 
I will not fufier any of your Lotdihip's blood 
to undei^ any fartbisr humiliation upon my 
account* I thinlc,' 'lifith' humble fubmiffion to 
your better judgment, the fooner 1 go h^ice 
the better. 
y>v While they were fpeaking, Ofwald came to 
them, and faid, that the young men had abfo<- 
Intely refufed to dine at the table, if Edmund 
was prefent. 'Tis well, fiitd the Baron ; I (hall 
find a way to punifh thtir coutumacy hereafter : 
I will make them know that I am the mafter 
here. Edmund and you, Ofwald, fli^ll fpend 
the day in my apartment above ftatrs. Wil- 
liam ihall dine with me alone ; and I will ac* 
quaint him with our determination: My fon 
Robert, and his cabal, fliall be prifoners in the 
great parlour. Edmund (hall, according to his 
own defire, fpend this and the following night 
iiv the haunted apartment; and this for his 
fake, and my own ; for if I (hould now contra- 
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did my former orders, it would fubje£t us both 
to their impertinent reflections. 

He then 'took Ofwald afide, and charged 
him not to let Edmund go out of his fight; for 
if he fhould come in the way of thofe impla* 
cable enemies, he trembled fdr the confequen- 
ces. He then walked back to the ftables^ ^anil 
the two friends returned into the houfe. 

They had a long coiiverfation on various 
<fubje£ls; in the courfe of it, Edmund acquainted 
Ofwald with ali» that had pafled between him 
*and Jofeph the preceding night, the curiofity 
he had raifed in him, and his promife to gra^ 
tify it the night . following. I wifh, faid Of- 
wald, you would permit me to be one of your 
party. — How can that be, faid Edmund ? we 
ihall be watched perhaps; and, if difcovercd, 
what excufe can you make for coming there? 
Befide, if it were known, I (hall be branded 
with the imputation of cowardice, and though 
I have borne much, I will not promife to bear 
that patiently. — Never fear, replied Ofwald, I 
I will fpeak to Jofeph about it, and after prayers 
are over and the family gone to bed, i will fteal 
away from my own chamber and come to yout 
I am ftrongly interefled in your affairs; and I 
cannot be eafy unlefs you will receive me into 
your company: I will bind myfclf to fccrecy 

in 



A GOTHIC STOfeY. tf 

in any manner you fhall enjoin.— Your word iS 
fuAcient) faid Edmund ; I have as much rea^ 
fon to truft you, father, as any man living; I 
Ihould be ungrateful to refufe you any thing 
in my power to grant : But fuppofe the apart- 
Jiient 0iould really be haunted, would you have 
rejibluition enough to purfue the adventure to a 
difcoyeryf — I hope fo, faid Ofwald: But have 
you any reafon to believe it is ?-^I have, faid 
Edmund ) but I have not opened my lips upon 
this fubje£l: to any creature hit yourfelf. This 
night :I purpofe, if Heaven permit, to go all over 
the rooms ; and though I had formed this de- 
fign, I will confefs that your company will 
ftrengthen my refolution* I will have no re-«i 
ferves to you in any refpe^t; but I muft put a 
feal upon your lips. Ofwald fwore fecrecy till 
he flioUld be permitted to difclofe the myfteries 
of that apartment ; and both of them waited^ 
in folemn expectation, the event of the approach^* 
ing night* 

In the afternoon Mr. William was allowed 
tb vifit his friend : An afFe£iing interview pafled 
Oetween them : He lamented the neceffity of 
Edmund's departure; and they took afolenm 
leave of each other^ as if they foreboded it 
would be long e'er they (hould meet again. 

About the fame hour as the preceding even*- 
^S» Jofeph came to conduct Edmund to his 

F 2 apartment. 
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apflutaent, Y(m will find better aceommodft* 
tioAs thai} you had Is^ mgkt% £ud he» and a8 
by- my Loid'a own ocdec. — I every ham mceiv* 
feme i^e^ proof of hi» goodnefs^ faid Edmmni. 
When they arrived, he fouad a good fb^ in xht 
^hafiibecy and. a table coveeed with cokl meats, 
and a flaggan of ftrcui^ beer. Sit down mti 
get your fupper, my dear Mafter, fiud Joiifht 
I muft atlrod my Lonl > but as fiaoa as^tbe b^ 
mily are gpcia to bed I will vifk you agaki.-^ 
Do fo, laid EdmuiKl ;, but firft, fee fatl^ Os- 
wald; he has iometbing to fay to you-: Yo« 
may truft himy for I have no refbrves to him«^-« 
Well, Sir, I wiU fee him if you deike it; and I 
will come to you as foon as poflible. So fay*- 
ing^ he went his way $ and Edmund fat down tm 
fapper. 

After a moderate refrelluiient he kaeeM 
down, and prayed with the greateft femomryi 
be refigned himfelf to the difpofal of ifeaven: 
I am nothing, faid he, I defire to be nothmg 
but what thou, O Lord, pleafeft to mdbe me; 
If it is thy will that I fhould letum to^ my for« 
mcr obfcurity, be it obeyed with chearfiilnefs t 
and, if thou art pleafed to exalt me, I will look 
MP to thee a« the only fountain of honovr and 
dignity* While he furayed, he fck an enlarge- 
ment of heart beyond what he had ever ex- 
penetfced before ^ all idle fears were chYperfed, 

and 
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tnd his beitft glowed mtk divine love and Mf» 
finite : He feemed riifed ftbove the world and 
all its purfttits. iik cantin«ed wrapt up in men* 
0d devotioa, till a knocking at tiic door obliged 
hiift to rife, and let in his two friendsy who 
cttie without flioes» and on tiptoe^ to vifit him. 

Sare yooy mj (on ! faid the friar ; you look 
«h«arful and bappy.-->I am fo, iather, faid £d« 
lauod ; I have refigned myfelf to tht difpofal 
of Heaven, and I find my heart ftren^thentd 
above what I can expreft.-^-Ijeaven be praifedi 
iaid Ofwald: I believe you are deiigned for 
great things, my (ba.<— What ! do you too en«» 
/tourage my ambition i fays Edmund 1 firange 
concurrence of circumft^cesl Sit down, my 
friends 1 and do you, my good Joftph» tell me 
Ike ptrticulars you promtfed laft ni^t« They 
drew their chain rounds the fire, and Jofeph 
jkigasi as follows* 

Yott have heard of the untimdy death of 
die late Lord Lovely my noUe and worthy 
MaAer; perhaps you may have alfe heard that, 
firom Aat time, this apartment was haunted. 
What pafled the other day, when my Lord 
queftioned you both on this head, brought aU 
th^ circumftances fiefli into my mind. You 
then iaid, there were fufpicions that he can;ie 
not fairly to his end. I truft you both, and will 
fpeak what I know ot it. There was aperfon 
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fufpeded of this murder; and whom do yoti 
think it was ?— You miift fpcak out, faid OC- 
v^ald.— Why then, faid Jofeph, it was thepre- 
fentLord Lovel.— You fpeak my thoughts, faid 
Ofwald ; but proceed to the proofs. — IwiU, 
faid Jofeph. From the time that my LordV 
death was reported, there were firange whif- 
perlngs and confultations between the ne^^ 
Lord and fome of the fervants; there was a 
deal of private bufinefs carried on in this apart- 
ment : Soon after, they gave out that my jpoor 
Lady was d!ftra£led ; but ihe threw out ftrong 
cxpreffions that favoured nothing of madriefs : 
She faid, that the ghoft of her departed Lord 
had appeared to her, and revealed the circum*' 
fiances of this murder. None of the fervants, 
but one, were permitted to fee her. At this 
very time Sir Walter, the new Lord, had the 
cruelty tp offer love to her ; he urged her to 
marry him ; and one of her women overheard 
her fay, (he would fooner die than give her 'hand 
to the man who caufed the death of her Lord : 
Soon after this, we were told my Lady was 
dead. The Lord Lovel made a publick and 
fumptuous funeral for her.— ^That is true, faid 
Ofwald I for I was a novice, and affifted at it* 

Well, fays Jofeph, now comes my part of 
the ftpry. As I was coming home from the 
burial, I overtook Rog^r our plowman. JSaid he. 

What 
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What think you of this burying ? What (bould 
I thinks raid I, but that we have loft the. beft 
Mafter and Lady that we (hall ever know f 
God he knows, quoth Roger, whether , they 
be living or dead; but if ever I faw my Lady 
in my life, I faw her alive the night they fay. 
ihe died. I tried to convince him that he was 
miftaken; but he offered to take his oath, that 
the very night they faid (he died, he faw her 
come out at the garden gate into the fields ; 
that (he often flopped, like a perfon in pain, 
and then went forward again until he loft fight 
of hen Now it is certain that her time was 
out, and {heexpeded to lay down everyday: 
and they did not pretend that (he died in child* 
bed. I thought upon what I heard, but no« 
thing I faid. Roger told the fameftory to ano**. 
tber fervant ; fo he was called to an account, 
the ftory was hu(hed up, and the fooli(h fellow 
faid, he was verily perfuaded it was her ghoft 
that he faw. Now you muft take notice that 
from this time, they began to talk about that 
this apartment was troubled : and not only this, 
but atlaft the new Lord could not deep in quiet 
in his own room ; and this induced him to fell 
the caftle to his brother-in-law, and get out of 
this country as faft as poffible. He took moft 
of the fervants away with him, and Roger 
smpiig the reft. As for me, they thought I 
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knew notbif^, and fo they left me behind | 
byt I was neither bliild nor deaf^ though I 
oould hear, and fte, ^ni by Aotbing. 

This is a dark ftory. Odd Ofwald.— It is fo, 
ftid Edmund; but why ihould Jofeph feem 
to think it concerns me in particular? — Ah, 
dear Sir ! faid Jofeph^ I muft teli you^ though % 
never uttered it to mortal man before ; the ftri« 
king reiemblance this young man bears to my 
dear Lord, the ftrange diflike his reputed father 
took tp him^ his gentle manners, his generous 
.heart) his noble qualities fo uncommon in thofe 
of his birth and breeding, the found of bis 
voice— you may fmile at the ftrength of my 
fancy, but I cannot put it out of my mind bu( 
that he is my own Mafter^ fon* 

Ax thefe wprds £d,mund cbangied colour and 
trembled ; he clapped hJs band upon his breaf}:, 
9xA looked up to' Heaven in filepce; his dream 
recurred to his memory, and ftruck upon his 
heart* |jlje relatyed it to bis attentive auditors* 
The jyrays of providence are wonderful, faid 
Ofwald \ If this be fp. Heaven in its own tim(S 
will m^k,e it appear. 

Here a fiknce Of (everal minutes enfued^ 
when, fuddenly, they were awakened from their 
reverie by a violent noife in the rooms underr 
neatli thenv It ieemed like the dafliiog of 
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armSf and fomething feemed to fall iown with 
violence* 

They ftarted, and Edmund rofe ap with a 
look full of refolution and intrepidity*— I am 
calle4 ! faid he ; I obey the call ! He took up 
a lamp, and went to the door that he bad 
opened the night before, Ofwald followed 
with bis roiary in his hand, and Joieph laft 
with trembling fteps. The door opeaed with 
f^fe, and they defcended the ftairs in profound 
jGlence. 

The lower rooms anfwered exadly to thofe 
above; there were two parlours and a large 
clofet. They faw nothing remarkable in thefe 
rooms, except two pidures that were turned 
with their faces to the wall. Joieph took the 
courage to turn them : Thefe, faid he, are the 
portraits of my late Lord and Lady* Father^ 
look at this fi^ce, do you know who is like it. 
*-I fliould think, faid Ofwald, it was done for 
Edmund !«— I am, faid Edmund, ftruck with the 
refemblance myfelf : But let us go on, I feel 
myfelf infpired with unufual courage.---Let us 
open the cloTet door.— Ofwald fto{^ed him 
Ihort^ Take heed, faid he, left the wind of th^ 
door put out the lamp. I will open this door. 
He attempted it without fuccefs; Jofeph did 
the fame, but to no purpofe: Edmund gave 
|he lamp to Jofeph, hp approached the door, 
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tried the key, and it gave way to his hand in 
a moment. This adventure belongs, faid he^ 
to me only, that is plain ; bring the lamp for- 
ward. Ofwald repeated the paternoftcr, in 
which they ail joined, and then entered the 
clofet. 

The firft thing that prefented itfelf to their 
view was a compleat fuit of armour that 
feemed to have fallen down on an heap. Be- 
botd! faid Edmund; this made the noife we 
heard above. They took it up, and examined it 
piece by piece; the infide erf the breaft^plate 
was ftained with blood. See here 1 faid Ed- 
miind^ what think you of this?T-'Tis my 
Lord's armour, faid Jofeph ; I know it well: 
Here has been bloody work in this clofet!—^ 
Going forward he ftumbled over fomething ; it 
was a ring with the arms of Lovel engraved 
upon it* This is my Lord's ring, faid Jofeph.; 
I have feen him wear it : I give it to you. Sir, as 
the right owner; and moft reltgioufly do I believe 
you his fon. Heaven only knows that, faid 
Edmund ; and^ if it permits, I will know who 
was my father before I am a day older. While 
be was fpeaking he fhifted bis ground, and 
perceived that the boards rofe up on the other 
fide of the clofet ; upon farther examination they 
found that the whole floor was loofe, and a 
table that ftood over them concealed the cir* 
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eumftance from a cafual obferver. I perceive, 
fiiid Ofwald, that fome great difcovery is at 
hand.— God defend us! faid Edmund, but I 
verily believe that the perfon that owned this 
armour lies buried under us. - Upon this, a dif- 
mal hollow groan was heard as if from under- 
neath. A iblemn filence enfued, and marks 
of fear were vifible upon all three; the groani 
was thrice heard : Ofwald made figns for them 
to kneel, and he prayed audibly, that Heaven 
would dire£b them how to a£t ; he alfo prayed 
for the foul of the departed, that it might reft 
in peace. After this he arofe;. but Edmund 
continued kneeling: He vowed folemnly to de- 
vote himfelf to the difcovery of this fecret, 
ftiid the avenging the death of the perfon there 
buried. He then rofe up. It would be to no 
purpofe, faid he, for us to examine further now, 
when I am properly authorifed I will have this 
place opened : I truft that time is not far ofF.— 
I believe it, faid Ofwald ; you are defigned by 
Heaven to be its inftrument in bringing this 
deed of darknefs to light. We are your crea- 
tures, only tell us what you would have us do, 
and we are ready to obey your commands.— 
I only demand your filence, faid Edmund, till 
I call for your evidence ; and then, you muft 
fpeak all you know, and all you fufpe(El. — Oh, 
faid Jofepb, that I may but live to fee that 

day. 
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izyp and I {hzil baire lived long enough !• 



Cocnr, bid Eimuuip let us retum up ftsito^ 
amd we iviU confvU further how I ftali pvo^ 
ceed : So iayuig» he ureo^ out of the clofet^ 
^ ibey followed Jw* lie loekisd eke door^ 
^d took ttie |ce^ fnit^ I will keep tbia, bid 
ke, till I have pow^r to j^ k to purpofe^ kA 
suiy one AiQUJd preiun^e -to pry into <he iecrct 
of tkis clofet : I will alfvaya 5;arry k ahout ne^ 
to remifid me of what { baye undertaken. 

IJpon tbia^ ihey i^urned up ftairs into the 
lMsd-cJlMin})«r ji fU was ftiU^ aoid th^ head no« 
thing a»or£ fK> diifturb tbem. H0W9 feid f4r 
m»^f 16 k poffiUe that X fliould l?^ the icHa«# 
Liord Love} ? for^ however circvoiftaiices hanr 
feemed to encourage fuch a notion^ wjhiat mr 
Ion bavje I to believe ,k f-<^I am ftrangely pu^ 
sled aboiu it^ faid OfwaU. It items viUikdy 
that b good a npaa as Lord Lovel ibouid qmw 
ntpt the wife of a peafant, his vafTal 3 and^ efpev 
cially^ being ib lately married to a Lady wkh 
whom be was paflionately in love.-»Hold there I 
laid Jofeph ^ my Lord was incapable of fuch ^a 
»Bti6n : If Mafter Edmund ia the fon of my 
Lord, be is alio the foaof my Lady.—- How caa 
that be» faid Edmund /-^I don't know how^ 
feid Jofeph ; but there is a perfon who can tell 
if (he will: I mean Margery Twyford, who 
calls berielf your mother."^ You meet my 
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tlHw^hts, faid Ednmnds Ihtd wMvmi^ htfotm 
you fpoke, to vtftt her, and to interrogate bet 
on the fubjed : I will aft: my Lord's p^rndBboa 
to go this very d»|r. — ^Thaf is rtgbt^ Aid Ofwald $ 
hui be cautious and prudent in your ciM|utries* 
—-If ydUf fiiid Edmund, would bear mt oom* 
pany I ftould do better $ (be itiight think her* 
felf obliged to anfwer yoUr qveftioASj and, be* 
ing lefs interefled in the event, ydu would b* 
more difcreet in your intferrogationsv That I 
will mtift readily, £iid he ; and I will aik my 
Lord's permiffion for us bothv— This point la 
i^ell determined, (aid Jofeph ; I am impatient 
for the refult; and I believe my feet wHl carry 
me to meet y4u whether I confent or not.— • 
I am as impatient as yew, faid Ofwald; but 
let us be (ilent as the grave, and let not « 
word or look indicate any thing knowing or 
myfterious. 

The day-light began to dawn upon their 
conference; and Edmund, obferving it, begged 
fais friends to withdraw in filence* They did 
^o, and left Edmund to hfs ovt^ recolle6tions« 
His thoughts were too much employed for 
fleep to approach him ; he threw himfelf upon 
the bed, and lay meditating how he fhould 
proceed ; a thoufand fchemes offered themfelves 
and were rejected; Bnt he rcfoWcd, at all 
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events, to leave Baron Fitz«Owen*$ family the 
firft opportunity that prcfented itfelf* 

He was fummoned, as before, to attend my 
Lord at breakfaft; during which, he was ft- 
lent, abfent, and referved. My Lord obferved 
it, and rallied him; enquiring how he had 
fpent the night ?— In refleding upon my iitua- 
tion, my Lord ; and in laying plans for my fu- 
ture condufl. Ofwald took the hint, and afked 
permiffion to vifit Edmund's mother in his 
company, and acquaint her with his intentions 
of leaving the country foon. He confented 
freely; but feemed unrefolved about Edmund's 
departure. 

• They fet out directly, and Edmund went 
haftily to old Twyford's cottage, declaring that 
every field feemed a mile to him. Reflrain your 
Warmth my fon, faid Ofwald ; compofe your 
mind, and recover your breath, before you en- 
ter upon a bufmefs of fuch confequence. Mar- 
gery met them at the door, and aflced Edmund, 
what wind blew him thither ? Is it fo very fur- 
prifing, faid he, that I fhould vifit my parents i 
-—Yes it is, faid (he, confidering the treatment 
you have met with from us j but fince Andrew 
IS not in the houfe I may fay I am glad to fee 
you : Lord blefs you, what a fine youth you 
be grown ! 'Tis a long time fince I faw you ; 

but 
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but that js not my fault : Many a crofs word^ 
and many a blow have I had on your account; 
but I may now venture to embrace my dear 
child. — Edmund came forward and embraced 
her fervently ; the ftarting tears, on both fides^ 
evinced their affedion. And why, faid he, 
ihould my father forbid you to embrace your 
child ? what have I ever done to deferve his 
hatred ?-^Nothing, my dear boy 1 you were 
always good and tender hearted, and deferved 
the love of every body. — It is not common, faid 
Edmund, for a parent to hate his firft born fon 
without his having deferved it. — That is true^ 
faid Ofwald ; it is uncommon, it is unnatural ; 
nay, I am of opinion it is almoft impoi&ble. t 
I am fo convinced of this truth, that I believe 
the man who thus hates and abufes Edmund, 
cannot be his father. In faying this, he obferved 
her countenance attentively ; (he changed colour 
apparently. Come, faid he, let us flt down ; 
and do you Margery anfwer to what I have faid : 
Blefled Virgin ! faid Margery, what does your Re* 
verencc mean ? what do you fufpeft ? — I fufpeftj 
faid he, that Edmund is not the fon of Andrev« 
your bufband. — Lord blefs me, faid (he, whai 
is it you do fufpe£l ? — Do notevade my queftion. 
woman ! I am come here by authority to exa 
mine you upon this point. The woman trem- 
bled every joint : Would to Heaven ! faid (he. 

that 
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tlm Afidrew wts at home f«-<*It is nubh better at 
ii ia^ fiod Ofwald : Yott lie tbe perfcm we are 
tiy eimaiine«**^Oh^ lather, faid flie^ da you 
tbtifk chat I---<that I— that I am to blame in this 
iftatter i what have I done ?— Do )vhi, Sir^ faid 
be» aft: your own queftidns. Upon this> Ed^^ 
' ifttind thirew bimfelf at her feet, and embraced 
ker knees* Oh my mother^ faid he, for as 
fiieh my heart owns you, tell me for the love of 
Heaven ! tell me who was my father i — ^Gra. 
ciotts Heaven I faid (he, what will become of 
me? — Woman ! faid Ofwald, confefs the truth 
QT you (hall be compelled to do it : By whom 
had you tliis youth ? — Who^ I ! faid fhe'; I had 
him*f No, father, I am ncyt guilty of the Mack 
crime of adultery ; God he knows my inno- 
cence : I am not worthy to be the mother of 
fuch a fweet youth as that is. — You are not 
his mother then, nor Andrew his father ? — Oh, 
what (hall I do ! faid Margery i Andrew will 
be the death of me ! — No, he (hall not, faid 
Edmund ; you fhall be proteiled and rewarded 
for th^ difcovery.— Goody, faid Ofwald, con* 
fefs the whole truth, and I will proted you from 
harm and front blame ; you may be the means of 
making Edmund's fortune, in which cafe he 
will certainly provide for you; on the other 
band, by an obftinate filence you will deprive 
yourfelf of all advantages you might receive from 

the 
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tltt difcovery ; and, befide, yoa.will fbon h6 
examined in a different manner, and be obliged 
to confefs all you know, and nobody will thank 
you for it.--^Ab, faid fhe, but Andrew beat me 
the laft time I fpoke to Edmund ; and told me 
he would break every bone in my flcin if ever I 
fpoke to him again. •«— He knows it then, faid 
Ofwald ?^^He know it ! Lord help you, it was 
all his own doing.— Tell us then, faid Ofwald^ 
for Andrew fhall never know it, till it is out of 
his power to punilh you.— *Tis a long ftory^ 
faid (be, and cannot be told in a few words*-— 
It will never be told at this rate^ faid he ; fit 
down and begin it inftantly. — ^My fate depends 
upon your -words, faid Edmund ; my foul is im* 
patient of the fufpence ! If ever you loved me 
and cheriihed me, (hew it now, and tell while 
I have breath to alk it. 

He fat in extreme agitation of mind ; his 
words and adions were equally expreffive of 
his inward emotions. I will, faid (he ; but I 
muft try to recollcft all the circumftances. You 
tnuft knoW) young man, that you are ju(k one 
and twenty years of age. — On what day was he 
born, faid Ofwald ?— The day before yefterday^ 
faid (he, the 21 ft of September. — A remarkable 
fcra, faid he. — *Tis fo indeed, faid Edmund : 
Oh, that night ! that apartment I— Be filent, 
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l&id Ofwald i and do yoUj Margery, begin your 
ftory. 

I willy faid (he. Juft one and twenty years 
ago, on that very day, I loft my firft born fon : 
I got a hurt by over-reaching myfelf when I 
was near my time, and fo the poor child died; 
And fo, as I was fitting all alone, and very me* 
Janchply, Andrew came home from work : See 
Margery, (aid he, I have brought you a child 
inftead of that you have loft. So he gave me a 
bundle, as I thought ; but fure enough it was a 
child; a poor helplefs babe juft born, and only 
rolled up in a fine handkerchief, and over that a 
rich velvet cloak, trimmed with gold lace* And 
where did you find this ? faid L— Upon the 
foot bridge, fays he, juft below the clay field* 
This child, faid he, belongs to fome great folk, 
and perhaps it may be enquired after one day, 
and .may make oar fortunes; take care of it, 
faid he, and bring it up as if it was your owAi 
The poor infant was cold, and it cried, and 
looked up at me fo pitifully, that I loved it; 
befide my milk wa^ troublefome to me, ^nd I 
was glad to be eafed of it, fo I gave it the breaft, 
and from that hour I loved the child as if it were 
rny own, and fo I do ftill if I dared to own it* 

T And this is all you know of Edmnod-s 

birth ? faid Ofwald.— No, not all, faid Margery ; 
but pray look out and fee whether Andrew is 

coming. 
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I 

Comuigy for I am all over in a twitter.-rHe i9 
iiot, faid Ofwald ; go on I befeech you ! ■ 
Xhis happened, faid (he, as I told you, on the 
2, ift. On the morrow my Andrew went out 
early to work, along with one Robin Roufe, 
our neighbour ; they had not been gone above 
Ml hour when they both came back feemingly 
very much frightened : Says Andrew, go you 
Robin and borrow a pick-axe at neighbour 
Styles's* What is the matter now, faid I ? 
Matter enough, quoth Andrew ! we may come 
to be hanged perhaps, as many an innocent man 
has before us. Tell me what is the matter? 
faid I. I will, faid he $ but if ever you open 
your mouth about it, woe be to you ! I never 
^ill, faid I : But he made me fwear by all the 
ble(&d Saints in the Calendar ; and th^n he told 
me, that as Robin and he were going over the 
foot bridge, where he found the child the even« 
lug before, they faw fomething floating upon the 
Water ; fo they followed it, rill it ftuck againft 
a ftake, and found it to be the dead body of a 
woman : As fure as you are alive Madge,' faid 
he, this was the mother of th^ child I brought 
home. — Merciful God ! (aid Edmund ; am I 
die child of that haplefs mother ?— Be compofed, 
faid Ofwald : Proceed, good womanj the time 
is precious.— And fo, continued ihc, Andrew 
told me they dragged the body out of the- river, 

G 2 and 
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land it was richly drefled, and muft be fomebody 
^f confequence. I fuppofe, feid he, when the 
poor Lady had taken care of her child, fhewerit 
to find feme help; and, the night being dark^ 
her foot flipped, and Ihe fell into' the river and 
was drowned. 

Lord have mercy! faid Hobin, what {hall 
we do with the dead body ? we may be taken 
up for the murder ; what had we to do to med- 
dle with it ? Ay, but, fays Andrew, we muft 
Iiave fomething to do with it now; and our 
wifeft way is to bury it. Robin was fadly 
frightened, but at laft they agreed to carry it 
into the wood and bury it there ; fo they came 
home for a pick-axe and ihovcK Well, faid I, 
Andrew, but will you bury all the rich clothes 
you fpeak off Why, faid he, it would be both 
a fin and a ihame to ftrip the dead. So it 
would, faid I ; but I will give you a fheet to 
wrap the body in, and you may take oiF her up- 
per garments, and any thing of value ; but do 
not ftrip her to the (kin for any thing. Well 
iaid, wench ! faid be ; I will do as you fay. So 
I fetched a {beet, and by that time Robin w^ 
eon^e back, and away they went together. 

They did not come back again till noon, and 
then they fat down and ate a morfel together. 
Says Anditw, Now we may fit down and eat in 

peace. 
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peacOto Ay, fays Robin, and ffeep in p^ace tao» 
for we have done no harni. No, to be fure» 
fiiid I } but yet I am much concerned that th& 
fiH>x Lady had not ChcifUan buriaU Never 
trouble thyfelf about that, faid Andrew; w^ 
Ijave done the beft we could for her : But let 
IIS fee what we have got in our bs^s, we muft^ 
divide them« So they pp^ool their bags, aQ4 
took out a fine gQwpi and a pair of rich ihoes ^ 
but befides thef(^' titers was a fine n^klace with 
a golden locket, and a pair of ear-rings* Says 
Andrew, and winked at me, I will have tbefe^ 
and you may take the. r^* Robin faid, he was 
fatisfied) and fo b^ went bis way. When he 
was gone. Here you fool, fays Andrew, take 
thefe, and kpep them as fafe as the bud of your 
eye : If eyer young Mailer is found, thefe will 
make our fortune.— And have you them now ? 
faid Ofw^ld« — Yes, that I have, anfwered (he; 
Andrew would have fpld them long ago, but I 
always put him off it. — Heaven be praifed ! faid 
Edmund.— Hu(b) faid Ofwald, let us not lofe 
time ; proceed, Goody ! ~Nay, faid Margery, 
I have not much more to fay. We looked eve«> 
ry day to hear fome enquiries after the child, but 
nothing pafied, nobody was miffing.**-Did no« 
body of note die about that time ? faid Ofwald* 
—Why yes, faid Margery, the widow Lady 
Lovol died that fame week : By the iame token^ 

• G 3 Andrew 
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Andrew went to the fiineral and brought home 
a Ycutcheon, which I keep unto this day,—- Ve- 
ry well ; go on. — My hufband behaved well 
enough to the boy till fuch time as he had twQ 
pr three children of his own ; and then he began 
to grumble, and fay, it was hard to maintain 
other folks children, when he found it hard 
enough to Vkep his own : I loved the boy quite 
ais well as my own ; often and often have I paci* 
fied Andrew, and made him to hope that he 
fhould one day or other be paid for his trouble^ 
but at hft he giiew out of patience, and gave 
over all hopes of that kind. 
* As Edmund grew up, he grew fickly and tenr 
<}er, and could. not bear hard fabour ; and that 
was another reafon why my hufband could not 
bear with him. If, quoth he, the boy could 
earn his living 1 4id not care; but I muft bear 
all the expence. There came an old pilgrim 
into our parts, he was a fcholar, and had been 
a feldier, and he taught Edmund to read ; then 
he told him hiftories of wars, and Knights, and 
Lords, and great men ; and Edmund took fucb 
delight in hearing him, that he would not take 
to any thing eife. 

To be fure Edwin was apleafant companion,^ 
he would tell old ftories, and fing old fongs, 
that one could have fat all night to hear him; 
b^t, as I wa$ a faying, Edmund grew more 

an4 
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and more foiid of readmg and lefs of work ; 
however, he would run of errands and do many 
llandy turns for the neighbours ; and, he was fo 
courteous a lad that people took notice of him. 
Andrew once catched him alone reading, and 
then told him, that if he did not find f^me way 
to earn his bread, he would turn him out of 
doots in a very ihort time ; and fo he would have 
done fure enough, if my Lord Fitz*Owen had 
not taken him into his fervice juft in the nick. 

Very well. Goody, faid Ofwald ; you have 
told your ftory very well ; I am glad for Edmund's 
fake, that you can do it fo properly : But now, 
can you keep a fecret ? — ^^hy an't pleafe your 
Reverence, I think I harve fliowed you that I 
can,— But can you keep it from your hufband ? 
Aye, faid fbe, furely I can ; for I dare not tell 
it him.— That is a good fecurity, faid he ; but I 
muft have a better : You muft fwear upon this 
book not to difclofe any thing that has paiTed be- 
tween us three, till we deflre you to do it. Be 
alTured you will foon be called upon for this pur- 
pofe ; Edmund's birth is near the difcovery : 
He is the fon of parents of high degree j and it 
will be in his power to make your fortune when 
he takes poileffion of his own. 

Holy Virgin ! what is it you tell me ? How 
you rejoice me to hear, that what I have fo long 
prayed for will come to pafs!->Sbe took the 

G 4 oath 
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oath required, faying after Ofwald. — Now, faid 
lie, go and fetch the tokens you have mentioned* 
. When ihe was gone,. Edmund's paiSons, lon^ 
fiipprefled, broke out in tears and exclamations s 
lie kneeled down, and, with his hands clafped 
tt^ther, returned thanks to Heaven for the dif- 
covery* Ofwald begged htm to be compofed^ , 
left Margery fliould perceive his agitation, « and 
mifconftrue the caufe. She foon returned with 
the necklace and ear-brings : They were pearls 
of great value ; and the necklace had a locket, 
en which the cypher of Lovel was engraved. 
This, bid Ofwald, is indeed a proof of confe- 
quence : Keep it. Sir, for it belongs to you«— « 
Muft he take it away? faid (he. ^Certainly, 
returned Ofwald ; we can do nothing without 
it: But if Andrew fliould a(k for it, you muft 
put him oflF for the prefent, and hereafter he 
will find his account in it. Margery confented 
reluctantly to part with the jewels ; and, after 
fome further converfation, they took leave of 
her, Edmund embraced her afiedtonately. I 
thank you with my whole heart, faid he, for all 
your goodnefs to me ! Though I confefs, I ne- 
ver felt much regard for your hufband, yet for 
you I had always the tender aflfeftiort of a fon. 
You will, I truft, give your evidence in my 
behalf when called upon ; aiid I hope it will one 
day be in my power to reward your kindnefs ; 

In 
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In that cafe, I will Own yoiu as my fofter«iiko*« 
ther, and you fliall always be treated as fucb.- 
•—Margery we(H:« The Lord graftt it ! faid 
fhe ; and I pray him to have you in his holy 
teeping« Farewel, my dear child !— Ofwald de- 
fired them to feparate for fear of intrufion ; and 
they returned to the Caftle. Margery ftood at 
the door of her cottage, looking; every way !• 
iee if the coaft was dear* 

Now, Sir, fud Ofwald^ I congratuhte you 
a8 the fon of Lord and Lady Lovel I the proofs 
are ftrong and indifputable. To us they are fo^ 
faid Edmund ; but how ihall we make them fa 
to others ? and what are we to think of the fu- 
neral of Lady Lovel? — As of a.fidion, faidr 
Ofwald ; the work of the preient Lord, to fe« 
cure his title and fortune.—- And what meali# 
can we ufe to difpdieft him ? faid Edmund : 
He is not* a man for a poor youth like me U^ 
contend with. — Doubt not, faid Ofwald, but 
Heaven, who has evidendy conducted you by 
the hand thus far, will compleat its own work} 
for my part, I can only wonder and adore !— » 
Give me your advice then, faid Edmund ^ for 
Heaven affifts us by natural means* 

It feems to me, faid Ofwald, ^t your firft 
ftep muft be to make a friend of feme great 
man, of confe^iuence enough to tCpoxxk your 
caufe, and to get this affair examined into by 

authority. 
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anithortty. Edmund ftarted, and' crofled him« 
felf ; be fuddenly exclaimed*- A friend ! Yes; 
I have a friend ! a powerful one too ; one fent 
by Heaven to be my protedor, but whom I 
have too long negleded.— Who can that bef 
laid Ofwald.— Who (hould it be, faid Edmund, 
but that good Sir Philip Harclay, the chofen 
Iricnd of him. whom I (hall from henceforward 
call my father.— 'Tis true indeed, iaid Ofwald i> 
and this is a frfib proof of what 1 before ob- 
Savdy that Heaven affifts you, and will com- 
pleat its own work.<>~I think fo myfelf, faid 
Edmund^ and rely upon its diredion. I have 
already determined on my future condud,. 
which 1 will communicate to you. My firft 
flcp Ihall be to leave the Caftle; my Lord has 
fhif day given me a horfe, upon which I pur- 
pofe to fet out this very night, without the 
knowledge of any of the family* I will go to 
Sir Philip Harclay ; I will throw myfelf at his 
feet, folate my ftrange ftory, and implore his 
piotc£liQfi : With him I will confult on the 
iiK»ft proper way of bringing this murderer to 
public juftxce^ and I will be guided by his 
advice and diredion in every thing.— Nothing 
can be better, faid Ofwald, than what you 
propoie^ but give me leave to offer an addition 
to your fchcme. You fliall fet off in the dead 
W night as you intend^ Jofepb, and I, will fa-* 

vour 
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vour your departure in fuch a manner as to 
throw a myftery over the circumftances of it : 
Your difiippearing at fuch a time from the 
haunted apartment, will terrify and confound 
a]t the family; they will puzzle themlelves in 
vain to account for it, and they will be afraid 
to pry Into the fecrets of that place. 
' You fay well, and I approve your addition, 
replied Edmund. Suppoie, likevirife, there was 
a letter written in a myfterious manner, and 
dropt in my Lord's way, or fent to him after- 
wards; it would forward our defign, and frighten 
them away from that apartment. — ^That (hall be 
my care, (aid Ofwald ; and I will warrant you 
that they will not find themfelves difpofed to 
inhabit ft prefently.— But how (hall I leave my 
dear friend Mr. William, without a word of 
notice of this feparation ? — I have thought of 
diat too, faid Ofwald ; and I will fo manage, 
as to acquaint him with it in fuch a manner 
as he (hall think out of the common courfe of 
things, and which fliall make him wonder and 
be filent.— How will you do that, faid Edmund? 
•—I will tell you hereafter, faid Ofwald; for 
here comes old Jofeph to meet us. 

He came, indeed, as faft as his age would 
permit him. As foon as he was within hearing, 
he afked them what news? They related all 
t|iat had pailed at Twy ford's cottage; he heard 

them 
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them with the .grjsateft eagcrnefs of attentioiiy. 
3nd as foon as they came to the great event-^ 
I knew it I T knew it! exclaimed Jofeph; I 
wa& fure if wx)uW p«)?e fo ! Thank God foP 
it ! fiat I will he the firft to acknowifd^ my; 
joung Lord, and J will live and die his-faith^ 
ful fervant! Here Jofeph attempted to kneel: 
to bidfT, hut Edmund prevented him wiUi a 
warm embr^ice; My friend, my dear f^end! 
t^id^ he,. I cannoi: AiSer a man of your s^e to 
kneel to me; afe you not one of my beft and 
^ueft friends ? I will ever remember your dif« 
interefbed aiibStion for me; ani if heaven re« 
&9ires me to my rights, it (ball be one of my 
$rft cares to render jour old age eafy ;^id happy. 
Jofeph wept over him, and it was fome time 
before he could utter a word. 

Ofwald gave them both time to recover 
their emotion, by acquainting Jofeph with 
Edmund's fcbeme for his departure, Jofeph 
^niped his eyes an4 fpoke. I have thought, faid 
be, of fomething that will be both agreeable 
and ufeful to my dear Mafter. John Wyatt, 
Sir Philip Harclay's fervant, is now upon a 
viiit at his father's ; I have heard that he goes 
borne foon ; now he would be both ^uide, and 
companion, on the way. — That is, indeed, a 
happy circumftance, faid Edmund j but how 
ihall wc know certainly the time of his de- 
parture? 
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parturc? — ^Why, Sir, I will.go to him, and w 
quire; and bring you word direSly.— ^Do fo^ 
faid Edmund, and you will oblige me greatly.-— 
But, Sir, faid Ofwald, I think it will be beft noc 
tolet John Wyatt know who is to be his com- 
panion; only let Jofeph tell him that a gentle- 
man is going to vifit his Mafter : And, if poilible, 
prevail upon him to fet out this night. — Do fa, 
my good friend, faid Edmund ; and tell him, 
further, that this perfon has builnefs of great 
confequence to communicate to his Mafter, and 
cannot tielay his journey on any account. — I 
will do this you may depend, faid Jofeph, 
and acquaint you with my fuccefs as foon as 
poffible; but. Sir, you mufl not go without a 
guide, at any rate. — I truft I (hall not, fjiid 
Edmund, though I go alone i he that has re- 
ceived fuch a call as I have, can want no 
other, nor fear any danger. 

They convcrfed on thefe points till they 
drew near the caftle, when Jofeph left them 
to go on his errand, and Edmund attended his 
Lord at dinner. The Baron obferved that h« 
was filent and refervedj the converfation lan- 
guifiied on both fides. As foon as dinner was 
ended, Edmund afked permiiHon to go up 
into his o%n apartment; where he packed up 
fome nL'ctffaries, and made a hafty preparation 

for his departure* 

After- 
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Afterwards he walked into the garden, re- 
volving ih his mind the peculiarity of his fitua- 
tion, and the uncertainty of his future pro* 
fpc&s ; loft in thought^ he walked to and fro 
in a covered walk» with his arms croft and 
his eyes caft down, without perceiving that 
he was obferved by two females who ftood at 
a diftance watching his motions: It was the 
Lady Emma, and her attendant, who were thu^ 
engaged. At length, he lifted up his eyes and 
faw them: he ftood ftill, and was irrefolute 
whether to ad vance or retire : They approached 
him ; and, as they drew near, fair Emma fpoke. 
You have been fo wrapt in meditation, Edmund, 
that I am apprehenfive of fome new vexation 
that I am yet a ftranger to : Would it were ill 
my power to leflen tfaofe you have already ! But 
tell me if I guefs truly? — He ftood ftill irrefo» 
lute, he anfwered with hefitation. Oh, Lady'-— 
I am — I am grieved, I am concerned, to be the 
caufe of fo much confufion in this noble fa^ 
mily, to which I am fo much indebted: I fte 
no way to lefTen thefe evils but to remove the 
caufe of them.— Meaning yourfelf ? faid ihe«*-« 
Certainly, Madam ; and | was meditating on 
my departure*— But, faid flie, by your de* 
parture you will not remove the caufe.-^How 
fo. Madam ?—Becau(e you are not the caufe^ 
but thofe you will leave behind you.— Lady 

t Emma I 
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Xinaia!--Hov<r can you affeA this ignorance^ 
Edmund? You know well enough it is chat 
odious Wenlocky your enemy and my averfion, 
that has caufed all this mifchief among us, 
and will much more if he is not removed.-— 
.This, Madam, is a fubjedl that it becomes me 
to be filent upon : Mr. Wenlock is your kin£- 
snan; he is not my friend; and for that reg- 
ion I ought not to fpeak againft him, nor yoa 
to hear it from me: If he has ufed me ill, I am 
recompenced by- the generous treatment of 
my Lord your father, who is all that is great 
and good ; he has allowed me to juftify myfelf 
to him, and he has reftored me to his good 
opinion, which I prize among the beft gifts 
of heaven : Your amiable brother William 
thinks well of me, and his efteem is infinitely 
dear to me; and youj excellent Lady, permit 
me to hope that you honour me with your good 
opinion : Are not thefe ample amends for the 
ill*>will Mr. Wenlock bears me? — My opinioa 
of you, Edmund, faid (he^ is fixed and fettled : 
It is not founded upon events of yefterday, but 
upon long knowledge and experience; upon your 
whole condud and charader.-^You honour me, 
Xrady ! Continue to think well of me, it will 
recite me to de&rve it. When I am far diftant 
from this place, the remembrance of your 
goodnefs will be a cordial to my heart.-*-But 

why 
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.why win you leave us, Edmund i ftay and de* 
feat the defi^Ms of your enemy ; you fliali have 
vHiy wiflies and affiftance* — Pardon me, Ma- 
'dam) that is among the things I cannot do^. 
even if it were in my power, which it is nol, 
"Mr. Wenlock loves you, Lady,' and if he is {q 
unhappy ;as to be your averfion, that is a pu<« 
niflimeht fevefe enough* For the reft, I may 
'be unfortunate by the wickednefs of others, 
but if I am unworthy it muft be by my own 
fault. — S6 then you )hink it is an unworthy 
aflion tooppofeMr. Wenlock ! Very well. Sin 
Then I fuppofe you wifli him fuocefs; you 
wifli that I may be married to him?— I, Ma- 
dam? faid Edmund, confufed; what am I that 
I (hould give my opinion on an affair of fo 
much confequence? You diftrefs me by tho 
queftion. May you be happy ! may you enjoy 
your own wiftes ! He fighed, he turned away^ 
She called him back; he trembled, and kept 

filence. 

She fecmed to enjoy his confufion j (he wai 
cruel enough to repeat the queftion. Tell me, 
Edmund, and truly, do you wifli to fee me 
give my hand to Wenlock ? I infift upon your 
anfwer. — All on a fudden he recovered both 
his voice and courage; he ftepped forward, 
his perfon ereft, his "countenance affured, hit 
voice refolute and intrepid, —Since Lady Emma 

iniifb 
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iofiSt upon ay anfwcr, fince ibe avows 9 
dilSoe to Weniock, fince flic cdfidefceiidt t» 
aflc mjr opinion, I will tell her my thoughts, 
my wifliet. Tke fair Eaama now treosbled 
i* her turn; flie Unfiled, looked down, and 
was afhamed to have fpoken fy freely. Edonind 
w«rt on: My moft ardent wSBiet arc, that 
the fair Emma may referrt her heart and 
hand till a certain perfon, a friend of mine, is 
at liberty to folicit them; whofe utmoft am- 
Ution is, iirft to deferve, and then to obtain^ 
them.—* Your friend. Sir I (aid Lady Emma; h^ 
brow clouded, her eye difdainful. Edmund 
proceeded: My friend is fo particularly cir* 
cumftanced that he cannot at prefent wjtb 
propriety aik for Lady Emma's favour i but as 
loon as he has gained a caufe tiiat is yet in fuf- 
pence^ he will openly declare his pretenfions, 
atid if he is unfuccefsful he will then condemn 
himfelf to eternal filence. Lady Emma knew 
not what to think of this declaration» flie hoped, 
Ihe feared, (he meditated; but her attention 
was too ftrongly excited to be fatisiied without 
ibme gratification: After a pairfe, flie purfued 
the fubjed. And this friend of yours. Sir, of 
what degree and fortune is he ? Edmund 
(miled ; but, commanding his emotion, he re- 
plied, his birth is noble, his degree and for^ 
tune uncertain* Her countenance fell, Ihc 

H fighed; 
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fighcd; he proceeded. It is utterly impofEblCt. 
f^id he» for any man of inferior degree to af* 
pire to Lady Emma's favour ; her noble birtb^ 
the dignity of her beauty and virtues, muft 
awe and keap at their proper diftance, all men 
of inferior degree and merit; they may admire, 
they may reveres but they mud not prefumc 
to approach too near, left their prefumptioa 
fliould meet with its puhiihment. — Well, Sir, 
faid Ihe, fuddenly n and fo this friend of yours 
has commiffioned you to fpeak in his behalf ? 
•#-He has. Madam. — Then I muft tell you, that 
I think his aflurance is very great, and yours not- 
much lefs. — I am forry for that, Madam.--TeU 
him, that I (hall referve my heart and hand 
for the man to whom my father (hall bid me 
give them. — Very well. Lady 5 I am certain my 
Lord loves you too well to difpofe of them 
againft your inclinatioi).*»How do you know 
that. Sir? But tell him that the man that hopes, 
for my favour muft apply to my Lord for hjs« 
•—That is my friend's intention, hisrefolution I 
(hould fay, as foon as he can do it with pro* ' 
priety; and I accept your permii&on for him 
to do fo. — My permiffion did you fay ? I am 
aftoniflied at your aflurarice ! tell me no more 
of your friend : But perhaps you are pleading 
for Wenlock all this lime: It is all one to me; 
only, fay no more,— Arc you offended with me, 

Madam ? 
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Madam ? — Uo matter. Sir.— TTcs, it is.— I am 
furprifed at you, Edmund !— I am furpriffd af 
ihy own temerity ; but, forgive me. — It docs nof 
Sgnify; good bye ty*e. Sir.— Don't. leave me in' 
anger. Madam ; I cannot bear that : Perhaps I 
may not fee you again for a long time ? He look* 
ed affliAed} fhe turned back. I do forgive you, 
£dmund: I was concerned for you; but, it 
ieems, you are more cdftcerned for every body 
than for yourfelf. She fighed : Farewel ! faid 
lhe«— Edmund gazed on her with tendernefs; 
he approached her, he juft touched her hand ; his 
heart was rifing to his lips, but he recolleded 
his fituation; he checked himfelf immediately; 
be retired back, he fighed deeply, bowed low, 
and haftily quitted her. 

The Lady turning into another walk, he 
reached the houfe firft, and went up again to 
bis chamber J he threw himfelf upon his knees ^ 
prayed for a thoufand bleffings upon every 
one of the family of his benefaAor, and in* 
vduntarily wept at mentioning the name of 
the charming Emma, whom he was about to 
leave abruptly, and perhaps for ever. He then 
endeavoured to compofe himfelf and once more 
attended the Baron; wiflied him a good nighty 
and withdrew to his chamber, till he was called 
upon to go again to the haunted apartment. 

H 2 He 
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Ife earner dcMDm equipj^ for Us jsouvip^v 
^d went liaftUy for fe^r of oUervatioa § he 
paid hi$ ^uftomaiy d^vo|io|is, and Ibofi after 
Ofwald Capped aj the door. They cppferrdt 
together upon the iiifiereftiiig fubjed that en- 
grofled their attention, until Jorq)h came to 
tbem I who brought the reft pf Edmund'a bag- 
gage, and feme refrefliment for him before ho 
fet out. Edmund promifed to give them the 
earlieft information of his fttuation and fucce(8« 
At the hour of twelve they heard the fame 
groans as the night before in the lower apart- 
ment I but, being fomewhat familiarized to it, 
they were not fo ftrongly afFe^ted : Ofwald 
eroded himfelf, and prayed for the departed 
ibul ; he alfo prayed for Edmund, and recom* 
mended him to the divine protedion : He then 
arofe, and embraced that young man$ who, 
alfo, took a tender leave of his friend Jofepb. 
They then went, with filence and caution^ 
through a long gallery ) they defcended the ftairs 
ill the fame manner ; they crofled th^ hall in 
profound filence, and hardly dared to breathe 

left they £bould be overheard: They found 
ibme difficulty in opening one of the folding 
4oor8, which at laft they accomplifhed i they 
were again in jeopardy at the outward gate; at 
length they conveyed him fafely into the fta* 
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Ucst Theie iSbty igaia eoAr^/ccd him^ iai 
{M^di for kM pltafparhy* 
. He ^a ai^uii^ hit kotfk mi. let htwvd 
10 Wy^t's cOftUge^ be JuiU^wsd eft the doort 
iMid iiras. a^Avored frdtn witbio: In a few nut 
nutes John came out lobim.«^Wl^t» U it jroii^ 
Mafier Edmund ?-*»Huih I iaidkej not a word 
^£ who I am : I go upon private bufinefs, and 
would not wifh to he known.— «If you will go 
forward, Sir, I will foon overtake you : He did 
fo^ and they purfued their journey to the north, 
la the mean time, Ofwald and Jo&ph returned 
in filence into the houfe ; they retired to tbw 
lefpeAive apartments without bearing or being 
beard by any one. 

About the d«WA of day Ofwald intend^ to 
ky bis pacqqets in the wjty of thofe to whoa 
tkey were addrefled ; after macb contrivanee he 
deterniiiKd to take a bold ftep, and, if b^ were 
difcovered, to fraoie foale excufe. £ncou«» 
raged by bi3 late fuccefs, he went on tip-tot 
into Mafter WiUiam's ebaaabtsr^ placed a letter 
upon bis pillow^ aild withdrew Ulibeard. £x« 
dicing in his heart, he atteihpted the Baroh^s 
apartment, but found it fattened within} find^ 
lag this fcheme fhiftrated, he waited till the 
hour the Baron was expend down to break* 
faft, and laid the letter and the key of the 
haunted apartment upon the table* 

H 3 ^9^P^ 
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Soon after, • be law the Baron enter the 
breakrafl room ; be got out of. fight, but. &M 
within call,' prepariitg biafelf for a fummons. 
The Baron fat down to breakfaft; be faw a 
letter direAcd 'to himfelf, be opened it» and 
to his great furprife, read as follows : 

^* The guardian of the haunted apartment 

^ to Baron Fitx-Owen. To thee I remit 

^^ the key of my charge^ until the right owner 

^* (hail come, who will both difcover and a* 

** venge my wrongs ; then, woe be to the 

^^ go iky ! But let the innocent reft in peace. 

^* In the mean time, let none prefume to ex- 

V plore the feciets of my apartment, left tbey 

** fufFcr for their temerity.** 

- The Baron was ftruck with amazement at 

the letter : Ffe took up the key, exaounedtt, 

then laid it down, and took up the letter ; be 

Wat in fuch confuilon of thought, be knew 

not what to do or fay for feveral minutes : At 

length he caUed his fcrvants about him; :ibe 

firft queftion he afleed was,— Where is Edmund i 

«^They could nOT tdl^— Has be been called?-- 

Yes, my Lord, but nobody anfwned, and th^ 

'key was not in the d6or.— Where is Jofisyh i 

"—Gone into fhe ftables.»«Wbere is f»th^ Of- 

wald?-^In his ftudy^^-^Seek him, and defire 

4iim to come hither.— By the time the Baton 

had read the letter over again, be came. 

He 
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He had been fiaming a fleady couiUienafice 

^ anfwer to all interrogatories ; as he came 

«ifl he attentively obferved the Banm, wbofe 

^fisacures were in ftrong agitation; as toon aa 

he faw Ofwald^ he fpoke as one out of breath* 

-^Take that key, and read this letter !— He did 

fo,. flmigged up his (boulders^ and remained 

' filent.^Father, faid my Lord^ what think you 

of this letter?-— It isaTeryfurprifingOne.~The 

contents are alarming ; where is Edmund ?-«-« 

I donot know.— >Has nobody feen him?«--Not 

that I know of.--*>CalI my (bos, my kinfmeo, 

my /ervants*. — The fcrvants came in.-^Have any 

> of you feen or heard of Edmund ? — No, was the 

anfwer.— Father, ftep up ftairs to my fons and 

JunfiaMn, and d^efire them to come down im* 

mediately. 

Ofwald withdrew; and went, firft, to Mr. 
•William's chamber* My dear Sir, you muft 
come to my Lord now dire£Uy ; he has fome* 
thing extraordinary to communicate to you.«« 
And fo have I, father; fee what I have found 
upon my pillow !-^Pray, Sir, read it to me be* 
fore you (hew it to any body } my Lord is alarm* 
.ed top much already, and wants nothing to in* 
creafe his conftemation. William read his 
letter, while Ofwald looked ^s if he was an 
uiter ftranger to the contents, which were thefe : 

H 4. ^ What- 
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^ Whatever maf be heard m JEen^ ktihe 
^ feal ^f friemUiip be apon thy lips. The p8»- 
^ famSdmiKidtsnoiiiorer But thine ftiliii9a» 
^ * man who hopca ta acknowtedge, Md i^ 
^ pay, the Lord FiCK.*C>WBn*#generout cam ant 
*< pro^ftion ;; td return his beloved WIHiam^ 
^* vowed aife£lion» and to claim hb frletidfliip» 
** on terms of equality.*^ 

What, (aid William,, tan tins mean N— It ia 
not eify to fay, replied Ofwald^— Can yoll> €all 
what is the caufc of this alarm?—- 1 can tett 
^u nothing* but that my Lord defires ta kt 
you directly;: pray make hafte dowh^ I tauft 
go up to your brothers and kinlmen ; N<rfx)dy 
knows what to think, or beliere. 

Matter William went down flairs, and fa* 
ther Ofwald went to the maiecontents:^ As ibottF 
as he entered the outward door of their apart- 
tnent, Mr. Wenlock called out.— -Here comet 
the friend ; now for fome new propofid !■■■■ » ■ , 
Gentlemen, faid Ofwald, my Lord defiretyouf 
company immediately in the bueakfaft pailOifK« 
-^What! to meet your favourite Edmnnd, I 
fuppofe? faid Mr. Wenlock»-«No, Sin«>«^ 
What, then, is the matter? faid Sir Robert.---'. 
Something very extraordinary has happened^ 
gentlemen : Edmund is not to be found } he 4i(^ 
appeared from the haunted apartment^ die key 
of which was conveyed to my Lord in a ftrange 

manner^ 
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fisMiner; with a letter from an Hftkftdwn hwtiAi 
My Lord is both furpriftd mti wnetmtS^ mA 
VfiUs ^ liare your o|^km Mkl ttdttce M thi 
<iceaioit.<^Ten libuy (aWI Si)r ltobert| wtr wHi 
imt f^oA ftfim immedfaiely', 

Ss OfwaM went vtwzjj he heard Wejjtilocjt 
firy,*^So Edmand rs gone^ it i^ no matt^jr ko^r^ 
of iiriitther.-i-Another fard, I hope the ghoft hai 
hikeiir him oat of the way. The reft laughed ak 
the conceit, as they followed Ofwald down ftairsv 
—They^ found the Baron, and his fon WiUiam^ 
commenting upon the key and the letter. Mj 
Lord gave them to Sir Robert, who fooked oh 
them- with, marks of furprife and confu(k>n« 
The Baron addrefied him : Is not this a vei 
Grange affair f Son Robert, lay afide your 
kumours, and behave to youi* father wi(h the 
lefpe£l and aii^flion his tendernefs deferves from 
you, and give me your advice and opinion on thi^ 
alarming fubjeS ?— My Lord, faid Sir Robert, 
I dm as much confounded as yourfelf : I can 
give no advice : Let my coufins fbe the letter ^ 
kt us have their opinion. They read it in turn i 
they were equally furpri^ : fiut when it came 
into Wenlock^s hand, he paufed and meditated 
feme minutes ; at length— I am indeed furprifed^ 
and ftill more concerned, to fee my Lord and 
Uncle the dupe of an artful contrivance ; and^ 
if he will permit me» I (hall endeavour to un^ 

riddle 
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riddle iti ta die confiifion of all that are coir- 
ferned in it.*— Do ib» t>ick» faid my Lord, tiril 
you ihall have my thanks for it.— This letter, 
fiiid he, I imagine to be the contrivance dF Ed^ 
mund, or fome ingenious friend of his, to coo* 
feal fome defigns they have againft the peaoe df 
this family, which has been too often difturbc4 
iiponthat rafcal's account. — But what end could 
be propofed by it i faid the Baron.—- Why,, ooc 
part of the fcheme is to cover Edmund's depaiw 
lure, that is clear enough ; for the reft, we cm 
only guefs at it : Perhaps he may be conceaM 
fomewhere in that apartment, from whence be 
may ruth out in the night, and either rob ar 
murder us ; or, at leaft, alarm and terrify the 
family. — The Baron fmiled : You (hoot beyood 
the mark. Sir, and overihoot yourfelf, as you 
have done before now $ you (hew only your in* 
veteracy againft that poor lad, whom you caiH 
not mention with temper: To what purpole 
ihould he (hut himfelf up there, to be darved i 
-^•Starved ! no, no ! he has friends in this 
houfe (looking at Ofwald), who will not fuffcr 
him to want any thing : Thofe who have always 
magnified his virtues, and extenuated his faults» 
will lend a hand to help him in time of need $ 
and, perhaps, to affift his ingenious contrivan- 
ces.:-~-Ofwald (hrugged up his (houlden, and 
lematned (ilent. This is a ftrange fancy of 

yours. 
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fwnt Dick, laid my Lord ; but I am wilKng 
|D*pttrfueit| firft, todtfcover what you drive 
tf ; and, fccondly, to fatisfy all that are here 
pcrfent of the trudi or falfehood of it, that they 
may know what value to fet upon your fagacity 
heccafter. Let us all go over that apartment 
.mgether ; and let Jofeph be called to attend us 
^diithen Ofwald offered to call htm, but Wen>»^ 
lock flopped him. No, father, faid he, yoa 
muft ftay with us ; we want your ghoftly coun* 
ftl and advice : Jofeph fliall have no private 
xottference with you. — ^What mean you, faid 
Ofwald, to infinuate to my Lord againft me, 
or Jofeph i But your ill-will fpares nobody. Ic 
will one day be known who is the difturber of 
die peace of this family $ I wait for that time, 
and am filent. 

Jofeph came ; when he was told whither 
th^ were going, he looked hard at Ofwald. 
Weitlock obferved them : Lead the way, father I 
fiiid he ; and Jofeph (hall follow us. Ofwald 
fmiled : We will go where Heaven permits us, 
iaid he ; alas ! the wifdom of man can neither 
' haften, nor retard, its decrees. 

They followed the father up ftairs, and went 
dtreAly to the haunted apartment. The Baron 
jDidocked the door; he bid Jofeph open the 
(butters and admit the day-light, which had 
batn exc^ded f^r man^ y^ars. Th^ went 
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di» todns kbov* min, ftftd tbta 6iefoeaM 
the ftaifcafe^ and through thtf tbwof robrtae in 
the £unc tialwer. Hovcveiv tbey oVetlooiced 
the cloftc in which the fatal Iberct wis ecnv 
ceal^ S the dbor Was covered With tfel^^y the 
•Ame ti8 the room, and imittd fi> wett that k 
Hc Yf ici hut ohe piece. Webliock taunttngly d^ 
Kfed father Ofwald to inereduce them to the 
ghoft* The father in reply, tikti them whei^ 
they (hould find Edmund f Do you think^ &W 
he, that he lies hid in my pockety or in Joftph^s-? 
«^*Tili no mMter^ anfweFed he| th0u|bte aft 
ftet^^^Mj opinion of you, Sir^ Aid Ofwald, fe 
iK>t (bunded upon thoughts : I judge of men by 
their anions $ a rul», I bdie?e, it will not Mt 
you ti% be tried by.— None of your iniblent ad- 
monitions, father ! returned Wenlock ; this is 
neither the time n6r the place for tfaed]*-*-That 
is truer than you are aware of. Sir ; I tne^nt not 
to enter into the fubje£l juft now.— *Be filent^ 
faid my Lord, — I (hall enter iilto thife fubjed 
with you hereafter ; then look you be prepared 
for It ! In ribe mean time do you, Dick Wen* 
lock, anfwer to my queftions. Do you think 
Edmund it concealed in this apartment ?«^No, 
Sir.— Do you think there is any myftcry in it ? 
.— -Ko, my Lord. — Is it haunted, think you ?— 
Ko, I think not. — Should you be afraid to try ? 
— Ih What manner, my Lord ?-i-Why, you have 

fhewn 
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l^eiiro ywr wit iip^n t\ffi (^\3ft£k% and I mean t^ 
&ew yoMT courage ) you, swd Jack Markhaaii 
your CQufickott fliall fle€|> heie three m^t9 ai 
Ednmiid has done beforo.-^Sir, bii Sir Robert^ 
for what purpofis ? I fiiould be glad to under** 
ftand why ?-— I have my reafoas. Sir, as wdl 
as your kinffaen there. No reply. Sirs ! I in- 
fift upon bdng obeyed in this point. Jofepb^ 
let the beds be well aired, and every thing made 
agreeable to the Gentlemen : If there is any 
contrivance to impofe upon me, they, I am Aire, 
will have pleafure in deteding it • and, if not, 
I (hall obtain my end in making thefe rooms ha- 
bitable. Ofwald come with me, and the reft 
may go where they lift till dinner-time. 

The Baron went with Ofwald into the par* 
lour. Now tell me, father, faid he, do you 
difapprove what I have done ? — Quite the con» 
trary, my Lord, faid he j I entirely approve it.— 
But you do not know all my reafons for it. 
Yefterday Edmund's behaviour was different 
from what I have ever feen it ; he is naturally 
frank and open in all his ways ; but he was then 
filent, thoughtful, abfent^ he fighed deeply^ 
and once I faw tears ftand in his eyes : Now, 
I do fufpei^ there is fomething uncommon iit 
that apartment; that Edmund has difcovered 
the fecret ; and, fearing to difclofe it, he is fled 
away from the houfe. As tp this letter, per* 

6 hap^ 
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haps he may hare written it to hint that there U 
more than he dares reveal ; I tremble at the 
hints contained in it, though I fiiali appeal* to. 
make light of it : But I and mine are innocent ; 
and if Hearen difclofes the guilt of others, I 
ought to adore and fubmit to its decrees.-^That 
is prudently and pioufly refolved, my Lord; 
let us do our duty, and leave events to Heaven. 
•^But, father, I have a further view in obliging 
my kinfmen to fleep there : If any thing (hould 
appear to them, it is better that it (holild only 
be known to my own family ; if there is no* 
thing in it, I (hall put to the proof the courage 
and veracity 6f my two kinfmen, of whom I 
think very indifferently. I mean fhortly to en* 
quire into many things I have heard lately to 
their difadvantage ; and, if I find them guilty, 
they (hall not efcape with impunity,— My Lord, 
faid Ofwald, you judge like yourfclf ; I wilhi 
you to make enquiry concerning them, and* 
believe the refult will be to their confufion, and 
your Lord(htp will be enabled to re^eftablifli 
the peace of your family. 

During this converfation, Ofwald was upon 
his guard, left any thing Ibould efcape that 
might create fufpicion. He withdrew as fbon 
as he could with decency, and left the Baron 
meditating what all thefe things fliould mean : 
He feared there was fome misfortune impending 

t over 
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OTtr his htmCtff Aoogh he knew not from what 
csiaie. 

He dined with his children and kinfmen, and 
ftrore to appear chcarful ; but a gloom wad per* 
orivaUe through his deportment. Sir Robert! 
was re&rved and refpedfui ; Mr. William wai 
filent and attentive ; the reft of the family do* 
tifully affidtious to my Lord j only Wenlock* 
and Markham were fullen and chagrined. ThfP 
Baron deuined the young men the whole afieir<» 
Boon ; bt ftrove to amufe and to be amufed i 
he fliewed the greateft •afiedion and parental re^ 
gard to his children, and endeavoured to conci- 
liate their affedlions, and engage their gratitude 
by kifidnefs* Wenlock and Markham felt their 
courage abate as the night approached : At the' 
hottrof.nine old JoTeph came to conduA them 
to the haunted apartment ; they took leave of 
tbeir kinfaien^ and went up flairs with heavy 
hearts. 

They foiuid the chamber fet in ohler for 
tbem^and a table ipread with provifion and good 
liquor to keep up their fpirits. It feems, faid 
Wenlock^ that your friend Edmund was obliged 
tayou for his accommodations here.— Sir, iaid 
J^kjfhy his accommodations were bad enough 
thc^.^rft nighty but, afterwards, they were bet- 
tered by my Lord's orders.«*Owing to your of* 
ficious cares i iaid Wenlock ^ I own it, faid 

Jofephy 
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J^i^Cfpb, aiyl I am not ^Ikftmi iof il««->^Af^ jm 
not anxious to know what is become of himf 
raid Markkan.^NiH ac aU, Sif i IlraH lie it 

hfi i«y ia fnfe •v.«ff]r,.wlM9r^*^You fee coufin 
JaclF^ fiiM W^\^kt. how tfiia vtllaio kaa floha 
tbfi hcuu of my yiicfe'i forviints : I fitpyofe 
^Ma Q^otifig q14 fellow knawa wfaeie hm is^ if 
tlmr Ib'utk www k«<w«.p*Hkvr TDii any fttrtfcer 
cMiaiasi^ for me^ G ca t l fimii I fiM the oM 
ipaii«rT^o^ ofit Hrt^'-^kmi I am oadeitd t» 
auand my Locd wbeit y^n ftave done widi ns*— 
Go, diejia about yoMr bafincisi Joftpk went 
^^vay,. glad t» be difinified. 
. WHaciba)) we do, coufin Jtcit) faid Weidocky 
tf^ paft away the. time ? it is plaguy didl fissifig 
lHiW'--^OttU tpoagb, faid Markkim ; I think 
4ly baft thing we can do is to go to bed and 
l^a$ghf^ avs^y*-r-Faiib, fays Wenlpck, I am hr 
no difpoiition to deep! Who would bava 
ii|k#u^ tha old mao would have obliged us to 
4l«ad the night here 2«^ Don't Ay », I beg of 
f0», it. was atl your own doing, replied Mark* 
kaan*'^! did not intend he fliould have taken me 
aft my votd-^^Then yon (houhi hai^e fjpoken 
more cautioufly. 1 have always been governed 
by yoo, like a fool as I ant-; you play the brag- 
gart,, and I ftt&r for it : But they begin to fee 
Airough your Bnt'^fyun arts and contrivanccs,- 

and 
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and I believe you will meet with your deferts one 
day or other. — What now ! do you mean to af- 
front me. Jack? know, that fome are born to 
plan, others to execute ; I am one of the form- 
er, thou of the latter : Know your fHend^ or 
»*-f— Or what i replied Markham ; do you 
mean to threaten mc f If you do ! — What then f 
faid Wcnlock. — Why, then, I will try which 
of us two is the beft man. Sir ! Upon this Mark* 
ham arofe, and put himfelf into a pofture of de- 
fence. Wenlock perceiving he was ferious in 
bis anger, began to footh him ; he perfuaded^ 
he flattered, he promifed great things If be would 
be compofed. Markham was fuilen, uneafy^ 
refentful ; whenever he fpoke it was to upbraid 
Wenlock with his treachery and falfehood. 
Wenlock tried all his eloquence to get him into 
a good humour, but in vain ; he threatened to 
acquaint his Uncle with all that he knew, and 
to exculpate himfelf at the other^s expence. 
Wenlock began to find his choler rife^ they 
Were both almoil choaked with rage $ and, at 
length, they both rofe with a refolution to fight. 
As they (lood with their fifts clenched, on a 
fuiiden they were alarmed with a difmal groan 
from the room underneath. They ftood like 
fiatues petrified by fear, yet lifiening with trem- 
bling expedlation: A fecond groan increafed 
their confiernation ; and, foon after, a third 

I coin* 
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compleated it. They ftaggered to a (eat^ and 
/ funk down upon it, ready to faint; prefently 
all the doors flew open, a pale glimmering light 
appeared at the door from the ftaixicafe, and a 
man in compleat armour entered the room : He 
flood, with one hand extended, pointing to the 
outward door ; they took the hint, and crawled 
away as fafl as fear would lee them ; they ftag- 
gered along the gallery, and from thence to the 
Baron's apartment, where Wenlock funk down 
in a fwoon, and Markhani had juft ftrengtb 
enough to knock at the door. 

The fervant who fiept in the outward room 
alarmed his Lord: Markham cried out-*For 
Heaven's fake, let us in ! Upon hearing his voice^ 
the door was opened, and Markham approached 
bis Uncle in fuch an attitude of fear, as excited 
a degree of it in the Baron, He pointed to 
Wenlock, who was with fome difficulty reco' 
vered from the fit he was fallen into ; the fer- 
vant was terrified, he rung the alarm bell ; the 
fervants came running from all parts to their 
Lord's apartment : The young Gentlemen came 
likewife, and prefently all was confufion, and 
the terror was univerfaL Ofwald, who guefied 
the bulinefs, was the only one that could quef- 
tton them j he afkcd, feveral times, — What is 
the matter ? — Markham, at laft, anfwered him : 
We have feen the ghoft f— All regard to fe- 

crecy 
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€recy was now at an end ; the echo ran through 
the whole family i-^They have feen the ghoft ! 
The fiafon defired Ofwald to talk to the young 
men, and endeavour to quiet the difturbance. 
He came forward ; he comforted fome, he re* 
buked others ; he bad the fervahts retire into the 
Outward room : The Baron, with his fons and 
kinfmen^ remained in the bed-chamber. It is 
very unfortunate, faid Ofwald, that this afikir 
ihould be made fo public j furely thefe young 
tnen might have related what they had feerl 
without alarming the whole family : I am very 
much concerned upon my Lord's account.— I 
thank you, father, faid the Baron ; hut pru- 
dence was quite overthrown here : Wenlock 
Uras half dead, and Markham half diftraAed ; 
die family were alarmed without my being able 
to prevent it : But let us hear what thefe poor 
terrified creatures fay. Ofwald demanded. What 
have you feen^ Gentlemen ?— -The ghoft! 
faid Markham.— -In what form did it appear t 
—A man in armour.— Did it fpeak to you ?— 
Ko«— What did it do to terrify you fo much ?— 
It ftood at the forcheft door, and pointe^ to the 
outward door, as if to have us leave the room^ 
we did not wait for a fecond notice, but came 
away as faft as we could* — Did it follow you f 
— ^No.— Then you need not have raifed fuch 
% difturbance. Wenlock lifted up his bead, 

I 2 and 
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and fpoke : I believe, father, if you had been 
with us, you would not have ftood upon cere^ 
monies any more than we did. I wifli my 
Lord would fend you to parley with the ghoft j 
for, without doubt, you are better qualified 
than we. — My Lord, faid Ofwald, I will go 
thither with your permiffion j I will fee that 
every thing is fafe, and bring the key back to 
you : Perhaps this may help to difpel the fears 
that have been raifed ; at leaft, I will try to do 
it. — I thank you, father, for your good offices ; 
do as you pleafe. 

Ofwald went into the outward room. I am 
going, faid he, to fhut up the apartment : The 
young Gentlemen have been more frightened 
than they had occafion for ; I will try to account 
for it. Which of you will go with me ? They 
all drew back, except Jofeph, who offered to 
bear him company* They went into the bed- 
room in the haunted apartment, and found every 
thing quiet there. They put out the fire, ex- 
tinguifhed the lights, locked the door, and 
brought away the key. As they returned, I. 
thought how it would be, faid Jofeph, — Hufli ! 
not a word, faid Ofwald ; you find we are fuf^ 
pedled of fomething, though they know not 
what. Wait till you are called upon, and then 
we will both fpeak to purpofe. They carried 
the key to th^ Barom 

All 
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•' AH is quiet in the apartment, faid Ofwald, 
•as we can teftify.— Did you a(k Jofeph to go 
"with you, faid the Baron, or did he offer him- 
felf? — My Lord, I afked if any body would go 
with me, and they all declined it but he ; I 
thought proper to have a witnefs befide myfelf, 
for whatever might be feen or heard. — Jofeph, 
you was fervant to the late Lord Lovel ; what 
Tcind of man was he ? — A very comely man, 
pleafe your Lordihip. — Should you know him if 
you were to fee him ?— I cannot fay, my Lord. 
—Would you have any objeAion to fleep anight 
in that apartment ? — I beg, — I hope, — I befeech 
your Lordfhip not to command me to do it 1-» 
You are then afraid ; why did you offer your- 
fclf to go thither ?— Bccaufe I was not fo much 
frightened as the reft. — 1 wifh you would lay a 
night there; butj I do not infift upon it.— My 
Lord, I am a poor ignorant old man, not fit 
for fuch an undertaking : Befide, if I fhould fee 
the ghoft, and if it Ihould be the perfon of my 
Matter, and if it fhould tell me any thing, and 
bid me keep it fecret, I fhould not dare to dif- 
clofe it; and then, what fervice fhould T do 
your Lordfhip ?— -That i3 true, indeed, faid the 
^aron. 

Thi« fpeech, faid Sir Robert, is both a fimple 
and an artful one : You fee, however, that Jo- 

I 3 fep1> 
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ieph if not a man for us to 4lq>end upon ; he 

r^ards the Lord Lovel, though dead, more than 

Lord Fitz-Owen, living; he calls him hi$ 

Mafter, and promifes to keep his fecrets. What 

fay you, father, is the ghoft your Matter, or 

your friend? Are you under any obligation to 

Keep his fecret^ i — Sir, faid Ofwald, I anfwer 

as Jofeph iocs I I would fooner die than difco- 

ver a fecret revealed in that manner.— <*! thought 

^ much, faid Sir Robert ; there is a myftery 

in father Ofwald's behaviour that I cannot com* 

jprehend. — Do not rcAe& upon the father, faid 

the Baron, I have no caufe to complain of him } 

perhaps the myftery may be too foon explained : 

But let us not anticipate evils. Ofwald and 

Jofeph have fpoken like good men ; 1 am fatif- 

£ed with their anfwers : Let us, who are inno* 

cent, reft in peace $ and let us endeavour to 

reftore peace in the family ; and do you, father, 

affift us : — With my beft fervices, faid Ofwaldt 

He called the fervants in : Let nothing be men<> 

tioned out of doors, faid he, of what has lately 

pafled within, efpecially in the eaft apartment \ 

the young Gentlemen had not fo much rea(bn 

to be frightened as they apprehended ; a piece 

of furniture fell down in the rooms underneath, 

which made the noife that alarmed them fq 

much : But I can certify that all things in the 

fpqms ^re in quiet, and there is nothing to fear. 

All 
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^1 of you attend me in the chapel in an hour ; 
4o your duties, put your truft in God, and obey 
^our Lord, and you will £nd every thing go 
right as ic ufed to do. 

They difperfed ; the fun rofe, the day came 
on^ and every thing went on in the ufual courfe: 
But the fervants were not [o eafily fatisfied ; 
|tbey whifpered that fomething was wrong, and 
(Pxpe£led the time that (hould fet all right. — The 
mind of the Baron was employed in meditating 
upon thefe circumftances that feemed to him thf 
forerunners of fome great events : He fometimes 
thought of Edmund ; he fighed for his expuU 
fion, and lamented the uncertainty of his fate^^ 
but, to his family, he appeared eafy and fatisfied. 

From the time of £dmuHd*s departure the fair 
Emma had many uneafy hours ; (he wi(hed to 
enquire after him, but feared to fhow any foli- 
citude concerning him : The next day, when 
her brother William came into her apartment^ 
jfiie took courage to afk a queftion. Pray, bro^ 
Cher, can you give any.guefs what i§ become of 
Edmund ? — No, faid he (with a figh), why dp 
you aflc me?— Becaufe, my dear William, I 
fliould think if any body knew, it muft beyou ; 
a^id I thought he loved you too well to leave 
you in ignorance : But don't you think he left 
the Caftle in a very ftrange manner ? — I do, my 
i^w, there is a myftery in tvQty circumftance 

I 4 of 
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of his departure : Neverthelcfs (I will truft you 
.with a fecret), he did not leave the Caftle with- 
out making a diftin£tion ia my favour.- ■■ I 
thought fo, faid flie; but you might tell ute 
what you know about him ? — Alas, my dear 
Emma 1 I know nothing : When I faw him 
Jaft he feemed a good deal aiFeded, as if he were 
taking leave of me ; and I had a foreboding that 
we parted for a longer time than ufual.-«Ah f 
fo had I, faid (he, when 'he parted from me in 
the garden.— What leave did he take of yoii, 
Emma? — She blufhed, and heiitated to tell him 
all that paiTed between them ; but he begged^ 
perfuaded, inflfted, and, at length, under the 
ftrongeft injun£tions of fecrecy, (he told him alt. 
He faid, that Edmund^s behaviour on that occa« 
fion was as myfterious as the reft of his conduA; 
but now you have revealed your fecret, you 
have a right to know mine. He then gave her 
the letter be found upon his pillow ; 0ie read it 
with great emotion. Saint Winifred affift me I 
faid (h^; ^hat can I think ? •* The peafant 
** Edmund is no more, but there lives one," — 
that is to my thinking, Edmund lives, but is 
no peafant. — Go on, my dear, faid William 5 
I like your explanation.— Nay, brother, I only 
guefs ; but* what think you ? — I believe we 
think alike in more than one refped, that he 
meant to reccmimend no other perfon than him- 

fdf 
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felfto your favour; and, if he were indeed of 
noble birth, I would prefer him to a prince for 
a hufband to my Emma! — Blefs me! faid fhe^ 
do you think it poffible that he (hould be of 
dtfaer birth or fortune? — It is hard to fay what 
is impoffible ! We have proof that the eaft apart- 
ment is haunted : It was there that Edmund 
was made acquainted with many fecrets, I 
doubt not; and, perhaps, his own fate may be 
involved in that of others. I am confident 
that what he faw and heard there, was the 
caufe of his departure. We muft wait with 
patience the unravelling this intricate affair: 
I believe I need not enjoin your fecrccy as to 
what I have faid, your heart will be my fecu« 
rity. — What mean you brother ? — Don't afFcA 
ignorance, my dear ; you love Edmund, fo do 
I ; it is nothing to be afhamed of : It would 
have been ftrange if a girl of your good fenfe 
had not diftinguiflied a fwan among a flock of 
geefe.— Dear William, don't let a word of this 
efcape you ; but you have taken a weight off 
my heart. You may depend that I will not 
difpofe of my hand or heart till I know the 
end of this affair. William fmiled : Keep them 
for Edmund's friend i I fhall rejoice to fee him 
in a (ituation to afk them.— Hulb, my brother ! 
not a word more, I hear footftcps. They were 
her eldeft brother's, who came to afk Mr Wil- 
liam 
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liatn to ride out with him^ which finiibfid thf 
conference. 

The fair Eoima from this time airumed ^n 
air of fatisfaSion ; and William frequently ftole 
9way from his companions to talk wjth his 
fifter upon their favoyrite fubjefl. 

While thefe things pa/Ted at the Caftle of 
Loyel, Edmund and his companion John Wy^tt 
proceeded on their journey to §ir Philip Har- 
clay's feat; they conyerfed together on the way^ 
and Edmund found him a man of underftand-r 
ing, though not improved by education ; be alfo 
difcovered that John loved his Mafter and re- 
fp^£led him even to veneration ; fjrofn him kc 
learned many particulars concerning that wc^- 
Iby knight. Wyatt told him, that Sir Philip 
maintained twelve old foldiers who bad been 
maimed and difabled in the wars, and .had QO 
provifion made fpr them ; alfo fix old officers 
who had been unfortunate and were grown grey 
without preferment ; he likewife n^enttoned the 
Greek Gentleman, his maker's captive an4 
friend, as a man eminent for valour and piety s 
but, befide thefe, faid Wyatt, there are many 
others who eat of my Mafter's bread and 
jdrink of his cup, and who join in bleflings and 
prayers to heaven for their noble benefaftor; his 
ears are ever open to diftrefs, his liand to re- 
^i^eve it^ and he (hare$ ip every good oaan's joys 

an4 
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find bleffings.--^Oh what a glorious chara£ber ! 
faid Edmund : bow my heart throbs with wilbes 
to imitate fuch a man ! oh that I might refem* 
ble him, though ^t ever fo great adiftance ! Ed- 
ipund was never weary of hearing the a£lions of 
this truly great man, nor Wyatt with relating 
them; and during three days journey, there 
were but few paufes in their con verfation. 

The fourth day, when they came within view 
of the faoufe, Edmund's heart began to raife 
doubts of his reception. If, faid he. Sir Philip 
ihould not receive me kindly, if he ihould re* 
fent my long negled, and difown my acquaint- 
ance, it would be no more than juftice. 

He fent Wyatt before to notify his arrival 
tp Sir Phili[^, while he waited at the gate, full 
of doubts and anxieties concerning his recep- 
tion. Wyatt was met and congratulated on hi$ 
retiim by moft of his fellow*fervants ; he 
afked, where is my mailer?— In the parlour. — 
Are any ftrangefs with him ?— No, only his own 
fafaily.-^Then I will (hew myfelf to him. He 
pij^efented himfelf before Sir Philip. So John, 
faid he, you are welcome home ! I hope you left 
your parents and relations well? --All well, 
thank God ! and fend their humble duty to 
your honour, and th^y pray for you every day 
of their lives; 1 hope your honour is in good 
liealih ?— Very well.—Thank God for that! 
^ . but. 
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but. Sir, I have fom^thing further to tell you: 
I have had a companion all the way home, a 
perfon who comes to wait on your honour on 
bufinefe of great confequence, as he fays.— 
Who is that, John?— *It is mafter Edmund 
Twyford, from the Caftle of Lovel,—^— Young 
Edmund ! fays Sir Philip, furprifed : Where is 
he ? — At the gate, Sir. — Why did you leave him 
there? — Becaufe he bad me come before, and 
acquaint your honour, that be waits your plea- 
fure.— Bring htm hither, faid Sir Philip; tell 
him I ihall be glad to fee him. 

John made hafte to deliver his meflage, and 
Edmund followed him in filence into Sir Philip's 
prefence: He bowed low, and kept at diftance. 
Sir Philip held out his hand and bad him ap- 
proach. As he drew near he was feized with 
an unrverfal trembling ; he kneeled down, took 
his hand, kifled it, and prefTed it to his heart 
in filence. 

You are welcome, young man ! faid Sir Philip ; 
take courage, and fpeak for yourfelf. Edmund 
fighed deeply ; he, at length, broke filence with 
difficulty. I am come thus far, noble Sir, to 
throw myfelf at your feet, and implore your 
protection. You are, under God, my only re- 
liance! — I receive you, faid Sir Philip, with 
all my heart! Your perfon is greatly improved 
fince I faw you laft, and I hope your mind is 

equally 
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equally fo: I have heard a great chara£ler 
'of you from fome that knew you in France. 
I remember the promife I made. you long ago^ 
and am ready now to fulfil it, upon condition 
that you have done nothing, to difgrace the 
good opinion I formerly entertained of you; 
and am ready to ferve you in any thing con- 
fident with my own honour. Edmund kifled 
the band that was extended to raife him. I ac« 
cept yoiir favour. Sir, upon this condition only ; 
and if ever you find me to impofe upon your 
credulity, or incroach on your goodnefs, may 
you renounce me from that moment I — Enough, 
faid Sir Philip ; rife, then, and let me embrace 
you: You are truly welcome !— Oh, noble Sir ! 
faid Edmund, I have a ftrange ftory to tell you; 
but it muft be by ourfelves, with only heaven 
to bear witnefs to what pailes between us.— ' 
Very well, faid Sir Philip; I am ready to hear 
you : But firft, go and get fome refrefhment 
after your journey, and then come to me again ; 
John Wyatt will attend you. — I want no re- 
freihment, faid Edmund ; and I cannot eat or 
drink till I have told my bufinefs to your ho- 
nour. — Well then, faid Sir Philip, come along 
with me. He took the youth by the hand and 
led him into another parlour, leaving his friends 
in great furprize, what this young man's errand 
could be : John Wyatt told them all that he 

knew 
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knew rehtifig to Edmund's birth, charai^er, an^ 
fituation. 

When Sir Philip had feated hii young friend^ 
he liftened in iilence to the furpriting tale he 
had td tell hitii. Edmund told him briefljr 
the mod remarkable circumftances of his life^. 
from the time when he firft faw and liked him^ 
till his return from France ; but from that sera 
he related at large every thing that h^d happen* 
td^ recounting every interefting particulai" which 
Was imprinted on his memory in ftrong and laft^ 
ing characters.— Sir Philip grew every moment 
tnore afFcfted by the recital ; fometimes ht 
clafped his hands together, he lifted them up to 
heaven^ he fmote his bread, he fighed, he ex<^ 
claimed aloud} when Edmund related his dream^ 
he breathed (hort, and feemed to devour him 
with attention ; when he defcribed the fatal clo- 
fet, hd trembled, flghed^ fobbed, and was almoil 
fuffocated with his agitations : But when he re- 
lated all that pafled between his fuppofed mothef 
and himfelf, and finally produced the jewels^ 
the proofs of his birth, and the death of his un- 
fortunate mother— he flew to him^ he prelled 
him to his bofom, he ftrove to fpeak, but fpeech 
was for fome minutes denied : He wept aloud } 
and, at length, his words found their way in bro« 
ken exclamations. — Son of my deareft friend !— ^ 
dear and precious relick of a noble houfe !— * 
3 child 
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t!b\\i of providence ! — the beloved of heaven f 
— welcome ! thrice welcome to my arms f— 
to my heart! — I will be thy parent from hence- 
forward, and thou fbalt be indeed my child^ 
my heir I My mind told me from the firft mo- 
ment I beheld thee, that thou wert the image 
of my friend ! my heart then opened itfelf to 
receive thee, as his offspring. I had a ftrange 
foreboding that I was to be thy proteftor, I 
would then have made thee my own > but hea^ 
Ten orders things for the bcft ; it made thee thef 
fnftrument of this difcovery, and in its own 
time and manner condudled thee to my arms* 
Praife be to God for his wonderful doings ta- 
wards the children of men ! every thing that ha9 
befallen thee is by his direftlon, and he wilt 
not leave his work unfiniflied; I truft that Ifhall 
be bis inftrument to do juftice on the guilty^ 
and to reftore the orphan of my friend to his 
rights and title. I devote myfelf to this fervice, 
and will make it the bufinefs of my life to ^c8t 
it. 

Edmfund gave vent to his emotions, in rap- 
tures of joy and gratitude. They fpent feveral 
hours in this way, without thinking of the time 
that pafled; the one enquiring, the other ex- 
plaining, and repeating, every particular of the 

interefting ftory* 

At 
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At length they were interrupted by thq 
careful John Wyatt, who was anxious to know 
if any thing was likely to give trouble to his 
Mafter. Sir, faid Sir John, it grows dark, do, 
you want a light? — We want no light but 
what heaven gives us, faid Sir Philip ; 1 knew 
not whether it was dark or light. — I hope, faid 
John, nothing has happened, I hope your 
honour has heard no bad tidings, — I— I — I hope 
no ofFence. — None at all, faid the good knight^ 
I am obliged to your folicitude for me: I have 
heard fome things that grieve me, and others 
thst give me great pfeafure ; but the forrows 
are paft, and the joys remain. — Thank God I 
faid John; I. was afraid fomething was the 
matter to give your honour trouble. — I thank 
you, my good fervant ! You fee thi$ young gen- 
tleman ; I would have you, John, devote your- 
fclf to his fcrvice : I give you to him for an 
attendant on his perfon, and would have you 
ittiow your afFedlion to me by your attachment 
to him. — Oh, Sir! faid John in a melancholy 
voice, what have I done to be turned out of 
your fervice ?-— No fuch matter, John, faid Sir 
Philip; you will not leave my fervice. — Sir, 
faid John, I would rather die than leave you. 
—•And, my lad, I like you too well to part with 
you; but in fcrving my friend, you will fervc 
me : Know, that this vouni^ man is mv fon.— 
1 Your 
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Your fon, Sir ! faid John ! — Not tny ns^tural 
fori) but my ft\^x\&n \ my foil by adoption, tny 
heir ! — And will he live with you, Sir ?*^-— Yes 
John ; and I hope to die with him.-^Ob^ then^ 
I will ferve htm with all my heart and foul | 
and I will do my beft to pleafe you both,— I 
thank you^ Joho,. and I will not forget yout 
boneft love and duty: I have fo good an Qpi«^ 
nion of you, that 1 will tell you of (omt things 
CQncerning this gentleman that will entitle bini 
to your refpedl, — *Tis enough for me, faid John^ 
to know that your bcMiour refpe^lf him, -^ make 
me pay him as much duty as yourfeif.**-But^ 
John, whep you know him belter, .you will re* 
(pe& him ftiU mqre j at prefent^ I fiiall only tell 
you what he is not ; for yoif think him only 
the fon of Andrew Twy ford.-;- And is he not ? 
feid John.<^Nof buthis wife niirfed him, and 
he paiTed for her. fon*-— And does old Twyford 
know it, Sir?— He does, and will bearwithef^ 
to it I but he is. the fon of a near friend of 
mine, of quality fuperior to my owh, and as 
fuch you muft ferve and refpe^ him.-— I fhall 
to be fure^ Sir; but what name ihall I call hion? 
^— You ihall know that hereafter; in the mean 
time bring a lights and wait x>tk us to the othei 
parlour. 

When John wils withdrawn. Sir Philip faid| 
that is a point to be considered and determined 

K immediately ; 
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joimedxately : It is proper that you fhould af- 

fume a name till you can take that of your 

fithef ', for I choofe you fliould drop that of 

your fofter father ; and I would have you be 

called by one that is refpedable.— In that, and 

every other point, I will be wholly governed 

by you. Sir, faid Edmund.— Well then, I will 

give you the name of Seagrave : T fhall fay 

that you are a relation of my own ; and my 

mother was really of that family. 

John foon returned, and attended them into 

the other parlour : Sir Philip entered, with £d* 

mund in his hand«— My friends, faid he, this 

gentleman is Mr. Edward Seagrave, the Ton of 

a dear friend and relation of mine : He was loft 

in' his infancy, brought up by a good wamaf< 

out of pure humanity, and is but lately reftoreyl 

to his own family: The circumftancesf fhall btf* 

made known hereafter: In the mean time, t 

kave taken him under my care and protection, 

and will ufe all my power and intereft to fee ' 

him reflored to his fo^rtune, which is enjoyed 

by the ufurper who was the caufe of his exput^ 

fion, and the death of his parents. Receive hltb 

as my relation, and friend : Zadfiiky, do jovt 

embntce him firft f £dmund, you and this gen* 

tleman muft iove each other for my fake; here-^ 

after you will do it for your own. They all 

rofe, each embraced zni congratulated the young 

man* 
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man. Zadifky faid, Sir, whatever griefs and 
misfortunes you may have endured, you may 
reckon them at an end, from the hour you are 
beloved and proteAed by Sir Philip Harclay* 
— -I firmly believe it. Sir, replied Edmund ; zni 
my heart enjoys, already, more happinefs than 
I ever yet felt, and promifes me all that I can 
wifli in future : His friendihip is the earncft 
Heaven gives me of its bieflings hereafter. 

They fat down to fupper with mutual chear* 
fulnefs; and Edmund enjoyed the repaftwitti 
more fatisfa£kion than he had felt a long time^ 
Sir Philip faw his countenance brighten up, and 
looked on him with heart-felt pleafure. Every 
time I look on you, faid he, reminds me of your^ 
father ; you are the fame perfon I loved twenty*- 

three years ago : I rejoice to fee yoo under my^ 
roof* Go to your repofe early, ^tt4 to-morroif 
we will confult farther. Edmund withdrew^ 
ai^d enjoyed a night of fweet undifturbed repofe* 
.The next morning Edmund arofe in perfe<$ 
health and fpirits; he waited on. his benefiSoiV 
They were foon after joined by Zadifty, who 
ihewed great actention and refped to the youths 
and offered him his heft fervioes without re- 
farve* Edmund accepted them with equal rc'^ 
fpe£l and modefty ; and finding himfelf at eafe, 
began to difplay his amiable qualities. They 

K 2 break- 
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breakftfted teg«th<r:; aft^nKfs(r<)s« Sir Pbilip de«i 
fired Edmund to walk out with hiin. 
. As foot! as tb^y were out of bearings Sif 
Philip faid, I could irot fleep laft night for 
Chinlcingof your affairs: I laid icheines for you* 
and rejedled the^ again. W(B:n^|ift l«y our plan^ 
befpit we. begin to ad* What (hall be done 
#ith this tr^achemus kininlan: ! this inhuman 
monftor! thi^.^lTaflin of his neareft relation? 
I will riik my life and fortune to bring him to 
jiiftice* Shall I go to courtv and detoand juftiod 
of the King? or fiiall I aocule him of the mon* 
der^ and make himftand ^ publick trial? If I 
&eat him as a Baton of the realm^ he muft be tried 
Vf his peers; if as a ccmiakoner, he muft be 
tried at the county affis&e : Bikt we muft (hew 
reafonwhyhe (hoiild be degraded frdiii hii title* 
Hive yba aiiy •-ihing to prc^fe?— Nothing, 
Sir I I hate only to wiflitbat it might be as pri* 
^te.as poffible^ ^ the fake of fl^y noble beiie» 
lador, the Lo^ :Fitz.Owen^ upon whom fqme 
put of the famtiy difgrace woiild naturally fall $ 
and that would W: an ill return for all his kind- 
aiefs and gcoemfity tome^-^That Is a generous 
«nd gratrful ooofidecatibn tm your part; but 
•you owe ftili more to tbe memory c^your injured 
parents* ISflMpever^ there is yet anoter way 
that fuks me better cfaaa any Jiitherto propofed : 
I win challenge the tniitor to meet me in the 
field i andy if he has ipirit enough to anfwer my 

call. 
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eall, I will ther§ii.riDg him to j^ilice j if not, I 
will bring him to « publipk trj^L 

Np, Sir, faid Edmund, that is my provinre; 
Should I ftand by and fee my 9obIe gallant 
fiieivt expofe bis life for me, Ifliould be un* 
vrorthy to bear the name of that friend wboni 
^ou fo much lampnt. It will become his fon 
to vindicate bis name, and revenge his death. 
I will be the challenger, and no other.«^And do 
you think he will anAirer tb^ challenge of an 
unknovi^h youth, with nothing but his pretend* 
fions to his name and title P Certainly not. Leave 
this mat^r to hie : I think of a way that will 
oblige Kim to meet me at the houfe of a third 
perfon who is known to all the parties con* 
cerndd, and where we will have autbentick wit* 
iid&sof all that'paf&s between him and mei 
I will devife the time, piace, and manneiT^ 
and fatisfy ail your fcruples. Edmund offered 
to reply \ but Sir Philip bad him be filent, and 
let him proceed in his own way. 
' He then led him over his eftate, and Aewed 
litm every thing deferving his notice; he told 
Itim all the particulars of his domeftick oea>- 
homy, and they returned home in time t6 meet 
their friends at dinner. 

They fpent feveral day^ in conAilting how to 
bring Sir Walter to account, and in improving 
their friendihip and * confidence in each other. 

K 3 Edmund 
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Edmund endeared himfelf fo much to his friend 
and patron, that he declared him his adopted foa 
and heir before all his friends and fervants, and 
ordered them to refpefi him as fuch. He every 
day improved their love and regard for him, and 
became the darling of the whole funily* 

After much confideration. Sir Philip fixed 
bis refolutions^ and began to execute his pur« 
pofes. He fet out for the feat of the Lord Clif* 
ford, attended by Edmund, M. Zadiflcy, and 
two fervants. liMjd Clifiord received them with 
kindnefs and hofpKlity. 

Sir Philip prefented Edmund to Lord Clifford 
and his family, as his near relation and pie* 
fumpttve hehr : They fpent the evening in the 
pleafures of convivial mirth and hofpitable en* 
tertainment. The next day Sir Philip began to 
open his mind to Lord Clifford, informing him 
that both his young friend and himfelf had le* 
ceived great injuries from the pre&nt Lord Lo- 
vel, for which they were refolved to call him to 
account ; but that, for many reafons, they were 
defirous to have proper witneiles of all that 
Ihould pais between them, and begging the fa* 
vour of his Lordihip to be the principal one. 
Lord Clifford acknowledged the confidence plac* 
ed in him ; and befougbt Sir Philip to let him 
be the arbitrator between them* Sir Philip .aC> 
iiired him, that their wrongs would not admitof 

9 arbitra« 
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arbitration, as hefhould hereafter judge; but 
that he was unwilling to explain them further 
ti}I he knew certainly whether or not the Lord 
jLovel would meet him ; for, if he refufed, he 
muft take another method with him. 

Lord ClifFord was defirous to know the 
grounds of the quarrel; but Sir Philip declined 
entering into particulars at prefent, afluring 
him of a full information hereafter. He the.n 
ient M. Zadiiky, attended by John Wyatt, 
and a fervant of Lord CliiFord, with a letter to 
I^rd Love] ; the contents were as follows : 

^ My Lord Lovel ! 
^ <• Sir Philip Harclay eameftly defires to fee 
** you at the houfe of Lord Clifibrd, where he 
^* waits to call you to account for the injuries 
^^ done by you to the late Arthur Lord Lovel, 
*' your kinfman : If you accept his demand, 
^* be will make the Lord Clifford a witnefs and 
^ a judge of the caufe; if not, he will expofe 
** you publicly as a traitor and a coward. 
^^^ Pleafe to anfwer this letter, and he will ac- 
-*< quaint you with the time, place, and man« 
*^ ner of the meetings Philip Harclay.'* 

Zadiflcy prefented the letter to Lord Lovel, 
informing him that he was the friend of Sir 
Philip Harclay. He feemed furpriied and con- 
founded at the contents ; but, putting on an 

K 4 haughty 
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haughty, air} I know^nothifig, faid he, of the 
l)Ufine(^ this letter hints at: But wait a few 
hours, and I will give you an anfwer. He gave 
Pirder^s to treat Zadiflcy as a gentleman in every 
refped, ex,cept in avoiding his company; for, 
the Greek had a (hrew;d and penetrating afpeA, 
and he obfeWed every turn of his countenance. 
The next day he came and apologized for his 
abietjce, and gave him the an(Wer ; fending 
his refpeds to the Lord Clifl^rd. The meflen* 
gers returned with all fpeed, and Sir Philip read 
the anfwer before all prefent. 

<^ Lord Lovel knows not of any injuries done 
*< by him to the late Arthur Lord Lovel, whom 
<* hefucceeded by juft right of inheritance; nor 
5* of any right Sir Philip Harclay has, to call 
<< to account a man tp whom hp is barely 
^' knpwn, havijig feen him pnly once, many 
<< years ^go, at thei hou^e pf his uncle, the oljil 
<^ Lord Lpvel: Neverthelei^ Lord Lovel will 
*< not fuSer any man to call his name and ho^ 
'< npur into queftion w,ith impunity; for which 
<^ reafon be will meet Sir Fbilip Harclay at any 
*^ time, placC) ai^d in )ivhat manner be ^all ap*> 
*< point, bringing the fame pumber of friends 
*^ and dependants, that juftici^ f^^y bo done to 
<« all parties. Lovel.** 

Tis well, faid Sir Philip; Ijamglad to and 
)l9 ha$ l^e fpirit to meet me ; be is an enemy 

worthy 



A GOTHIC STORY^ ^yf 

worthy of my /word.. Lord ClifTord then proe 
pofed, that both parties fliould pafs the border^ 
and obtain leave of the warden of the Scotti(^ 
inarches to decide the quarrel in his jurifdidioil^ 
. with a fele^t number of friends on both fides. 
Sir PhiKp agreed to the propofal ; and Lord 
ClifFord wrote in his own name to a(k permit' 
fion of the Lord Graham, that his friends miglMt 
come there ; and obtained it, on condition tbujt 
neither party fliould exceed a limited numhq: 
of friends and followers. , 

Lord C)i0brd fent chofen mefTengers to Lord 
Love], acquainting him with the conditions^ 
and appointing the time, place, and qianner of 
their meeting, and that he had been defired 
to accept the office of judge of the field. Lord 
Lovel accepted the conditions, and promifed 
to be there without fail. Lord Clifford 
notified the fame to Lord Graham^ war<^ 
den of the marches, who caufed a piece of 
ground to be enclofed for the lifts, and made: 
preparations againft the day appointed. 

In the interim, Sir Philip Barclay thought 
proper to fettle his worldly affairs: He mad^ 
Zadiflcy acquainted with every circumftance 
of Edmund's hiftory, and the obligation that 
lay upon him to revenge the death of his 
friend, and fee juftice done to bis heir. Zadifky 
entered into the caufe with an ardor that fpoke 
the affection he bore to bis friend. Why, 

fiiid 
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faid he, would you not fuffer me to engage 
ihis traitor? Your Hfe is of too much cpnfe- 
quence to be ftaked againft his: But tho* I 
truft that the juftice of your caufe muft Ate- 
ceed, yet if it (hould happen otherwife, I vow 
to revenge you ; he fhall never go baclc from 
us both : However my hope and truft is, to fee 
your arm the minifter of juftice. Sir Philip 
then fent for a lawyer and made his will, by 
which be appointed Edmund his chief heir by 
the namebf Lovel, alias Seagrave^ alias Twy- 
ford^ he ordered that all his oid^ritnds, foldiers 
«nd ftrvanxs, fliould be maintained in the fame 
manner during their lives ; he lelft to Zadiiky 
an annuity of ah hundr|d a year^ and a legacy 
of two hundred pounds ; one hundred pounds 
to a certain monaftery; the fame fum to be di« 
Uributed among difl^anded foldiers, and the 
fame to the poor and needy in' his neighbour- 
hood. 

He appointed Lord Clifford joint executor 
with Edmund, and gave his will into that no* 
bleman's care, recommending Edmunil to his 
favour and protedion. If I live, faid he, I will 
make him appear to be worthy of it ; if I die, he 
will want a friend* I am defirous your Lordihip^ 
as a judge of the field, fhould be unprejudiced 
on either fide, that you may judge impartially. 
If I die, Edmund's pretenfions die with me; 

but 
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' bat tny friend Zadiflcy will acquaint you with 
the foundation of them, I take thefe precaii« 
tions becaufe I ought to be prepared for ever/ 
thing; but my heart is warm with better 
hopes, and I truft I fbzW live, to juftify ray 
bwn caufe, as well as that of my friend, who if 
a perfon of more confequence than be sqipeara 
tp be. Lord Clifford accepted the truft, and 
exprefled the greateft relhmce upon Sir Philip's 
honour and veracity. 

While thefe preparations were making for 
the great event that was to decide die preten- 
fions of Edmund, his enemies at the Csiiftle 
of Lovel were brought to (hame for their be* 
hxviour to him* 

The difagreement between Wenlock and 
Markham had by degrees brought on an ex« 
planation of fome parts of their conduA* 
Father Ofwald had often hinted totheBfron, 
Wenlock's envy of Edmund's fuperior qua« 
titles, and the artifices by which he had ob« . 
tained fuch an influence widi Sir Robert^ 
as' to make him take his part upon ail occa- 
lions. Ofwald now todc advantage of the 

^ breach between thefe two incendiaries, to per* 
fuade Markham to juftify hiasfeir atWenlock'a 
expence, and to tell all he knew of his wicked* ^ 
iiBri& ; at length he promiied to declare all he . 
knew of Wenlock's conduA, as WfQ'io France 
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ai^ £pce fjicir* r^^urn^ when he ibdald be esiih4 
upon I and^ by hjcf, Qfw^ld wj^ enabled t^ 
iinravel ^he yfk9hr Of b)s contrivances^ 9g9tnl| 
the boi^ur> ijQtei:r% s^d even life of Ed* 
inund« . . 

He pre^ai^ed on Hevfon, and Kemp hif 
aSbciate^ to add their teftimony to the others. 
Ilewfon confefled tb^t be was touchy in his 
coufcience, when he reHefted on the cruelty an4 
injuftice of bis behaviour to Edmand, whof^ 
beliairioiir towards him^ after he had laid a fnare 
fprhis lifoywas fo poble and gcfierous, that be 
WHS cut tp tfae^ heart by it, 4nd bad fuiFered 
fo much pafji and remerfe, that be Idnged fhr 
ikotbing fo much as an opportunity to unburr 
den his mind"; but th^ dread of Mr^ Wen- 
lock's 2V9iger, and the effeda of his refeiit* 
s^nt, bad- hitherto kept him i^Ient, always 
hoping thefe would come a time when be 
misbt bi(ve )f)avf to declare the whole truth. 
. vfwdld conveyed this information to the Ba- 
le's e^r, who waited for an opportunity to 
S^^ke tbff iKPper vtfa of it. Not long after, the 
two prificipa} tncefidiaries came to an open 
rvplMre, a<id Markham threatened Wenlock 
that he wbuid Oiew his uncle what a ferpent 
k^ bsi(d harboured in bis bofom. The Baron 
aire(ied his^ words, and infifted upon his tell-* 
ing all B^^kncw; adding, if you fpcak the 

* uuth 



tmth I will fuppdrt yod, but if yod pn>ve fttfe,* 

I wai puAifli ypu feverely: Kiid'Mv. Weii^ 

lock, he fliall have a fair trials an<r, if all iHH 

atcufsUioAS I have heard are ihade good, it is^ 

high time that I (hould put him out of my 

family. The Baron^ with a ftern afpeft, bade 

them follow him into the gr^t hall; and fenC 

for vOtl the reft of the (an^ily tojgether. , 

' He theti, with great folemnify, told^tiiemhe 

#a8 ready to hear all (Ides of the queftion« 

He declared the whole fubftance of. hb infor? 

mations, and called upon the accufers tofup* 

port the charge. • Hewfoii and Keinp gave tVt 

€ame account" they had done to OifWald, o&r^ 

ing to fwear to the truth Hf their teftimony j 

ieviBfal of the other fervants related Aitb cir<^ 

tuMftances as had come to their knowledge, 

Malkham llien fpoke of everf diirig, ihd 

gk^it a particfilar account of all that had pafitd 

oti the night they fpeot in the eaft apartment ^ 

kt accufed hhnfelf of being privy to Wenlock^s 

villany, calledliimielf fool and blockhead for b^^ 

ing the inftrument of his malignant difpofition; 

and a(ked pardon of his uncle for conce^Uhj^ 

it fo long. 

The Baron called upon Wehlotk td feply i6 
the charge; who, inftead of anfwering, flew into 
a paiSon, raged, fworc, threatened, and finally 
denied every thing. The witAeiles perfifted in 

their 
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their aflertions. Msrkbaim defired leaVe to- 
make known the reafon why they were all afraid 
of him ; he gives it out (faid he), that he is 
to be my Lord's {bn-in-<law^ and th^, fuppofing 
Ibirn to ftand firft In his favour^ are ^fraid of 
his difpleafure. — ^I hope,, faid the Baron, I (hall 
not be at fuch a lofs for a . fon-in4aw« as to 
make choice of fuch a one as him; he never 
but once hinted at fuch a thing, and then I 
gave him no encouragement I h^tve long feea 

there was &mething very wrpi^ i" k^^i ^^^ 
i did not believe he was of fo wicked a difpo- 

^tion : It IS no wQnd.er jthat princes ihould be 

fo JFrequently deceived, when I^ a private man, 

could be fo much impofed uppa within the 

tircle of my own family. W)iat think yoU|^ 

fon Robert?— tI, Sir, ha.ve been much more 

impofed on ; and I take ih^me tp myielf oa 

the occafion*— Enough, my fqn^ faid the Baioni 

a generous confeigon is only a pfoof of grow* 

in^ wifdom : You are now fenfible, that the befl: 

of US arc liable to inipofition* The artifices of 

this unworthy kinfcnan have fet us at variance 

with each other, and driven away an excellent 

youth from this houfe, to go I know not 

whither: But he fiiall no longer triumph ini 

bis wickedneis ; he (hall feel what it k to b^ 

Wnifbed 'from the houfe of his prote£lor. He^ 

Ihall fet out for his mother's this very day; I 

will 
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will Write to her in fuch a manner as (hall in- 
form her that he has offended me^ without 
particularifing the nature of his faults : I wilt 
give him an opportunity of recovering his cre- 
dit with his own family, arid this fhall be my 
fecufity againft his doing further mifchief. 
May he repent, and be forgiven ! 

Markham deferves punifliment, but not in the 
fame degree.— >I confefs it, faid be, and wilt 
fubmit CO whatever your Lordihip (hall enjoin^ 
—You (ball only be banlfhed for a time, but 
he for ever. I wilt fend you abroad on a bu4 
finefs that fliall put you in a way to do credit 
to yourfelf, and fervtce to me. Son Robertj^ 

have you any objection to my fentence? \ 

My Lord, faid he,> I have great reafon to dif« 
truft myfelf ; I am fenftble of my own weak*^ 
nels, and your fuperior wifdom, as well as 
goodnefs, and I will henceforward fubmit to 
you in all things. 

The Baron ordered two of bis (ervants to 
pack up Wenlock's clothes and necefiariet, 
and to fet out with him that very day; he 
bade fome others keep an eye upon him left he 
fhould efcape: As foon as they were ready^ 
tnf- Lord wifhed ^im a good journey, and gav* 
him a letter fot his mother. He departed 
without faying a word, in a fullen kind oFre-- 

fentment. 
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fentment, 6ut tiis countenance (bewecl the in* 
^^irard agitations of his mind. 

As foon as he was gone every mouth was 
opened againft him ; a thoufand ftories came 
out that tbey never heard before : The 3aron 
aod bis fons were aftonifhed that he fhould go 
on lb long without dete£lion. My Lord fighed 
deeply at the thoughts of Edmund's cxpuliion, 
aod ardently vyiftied to know what was become 
of btm. 

• Sir Robert took the opportunity of coming 
to an explanation with his brother William ; he 
took fliame to himfelf for fome part of his 
paft behaviour. Mr. William owned his affec- 
tion to Edmund, and JuAified it by his merit 
and attachment to him, which were fuch that 
ke was certain no time or diftance could alter 
them. He accepted his brother Vacknowledge- 
toient as a full amends for all that had paft, and 
begged that henceforward an entire love and 
e^tAdtnc^ mi^ht ever fubfift between th^m, 
^befe ntv regulations reftored peace, coi)&« 
dence, and harmony, in th^ caftte of Love]. * 
.. At length the day arrived for the combatants 
to meet. The Lord Graham, with twelve foU 
lowers gentlemen, and twelve fervants^ was 
fpady at the dawn of day to receive them. . 

The firft that entered the field W2» Sir Philip 
Barclay, Knight, armed compleatly, exeepti^ 

bis 
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his head-piece; Hugh Rugby, his Efquire, 
bearing his lance; John Barnard, his page^ 
carrying his helmet and fpurs ; and two fervants 
in his proper livery. The next came Edmund, 
the heir of Lovel, followed by his fervant John 
Wyatt; Zadilky, followed by his fervant. 

At a (hort diftance came the Lord ClifFord, 
as judge of the field, with his Efquire, two 
pages, and two livery fervants; followed by 
biseldeft fon, his nephew, and a gentleman his 
friend, each attended by one fervant: He alfo 
brought a furgeon of note to take care of the 
wounded. 

The Lord Graham falutedthem; and, byhis 
order^ they took their places without the lifts, 
and the trumpet founded for the challengef. It 
was anfwered by the defendant, who foon after 
appeared, attended by three gentlemen his 
friends, with each one fervant, befide his own 
proper attendants. 

A place was erefied for the Lord ClifFord, as 
judge of the field ; he defired Lord Graham would 
ihare the office, who accepted it on condition 
that the combatants fhould make no obje£tion, 
and they agreed to it with the greateft cour- 
tefy and refpeA. They confulted together on 
many points of honour and ceremony betwe^ 
the two combatants. 

L Thqr 
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They appointed a marflial of the field, and 
0ther inferior officers ufqally employed on 
thefe occafions. The Lord Graham fent the 
marihal for the challenger, deflring him to de-» 
dart the caufe of his quarrel before his enemy. 
Sir Philip Harclay then advanced, and thus 
Jpoke: 

« I Philip Harclay, Knight, challenge Wal"- 
^' ter, commonly called Lord Lovel, as a bafe,. 
^ treacherous and bloody man, who, by hi» 
^* wicked arts and devices, did kill, or caufe 
^ to be killed, his kinfman, Arthur Lord 
<' Love), my dear and noble friend. I am 
^ called upon, in an extraordinary manner, to 
** revenge his death; and I will prove the trutk 
^ of what I have affirmed at the peril of my 
« life," 

Lord Grah'am then bade the defendant an« 
<wer to the charge. Lord Lovel flood forth 
before his followers, and thus replied : 

** I Walter, Baron of Lovel, do deny the 
^* charge againft me, and affirm it to be a bafe, 
^< falfe, and malicious accufation of this Sir 
*♦ Philip Harclay, which I believe to be in- 
•* rented by himfelf, or elfe framed by fomc 
•* enemy, and told to him for wicked ends; 
'** but be that as it may, I will maintain my 
^ own honour, and prove bim to be a falfe 

•* traitor 
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^*' traitor at the hazard of my own life, and to 
•' the punifhment of his prcfumpiion/' 

Then faid the Lord Graham,, will not this 
quarrel admit of arbitration? — No, replied Sir 
Philip; when I have jufti^ed this. charge, I 
have more to bring againft hjm* I truft in God 
and the juftice of my cauie, and defy that 
traitor to the death ! Lord Clifford then fpoke 
a few words to Lord Graham, who immediately 
called to the marshal and bade him open the 
lifts, and deliver their weapons to the coni«- 
batants. 

While the marflial was arranging the com- 
batants, and their followers^ Edmund ap;^ 
proached his friend and patron; he put one 
knee to the ground, he efubraced his knees 
with the ftrongeft emotions of grief and an- 
xiety. He was dreffed in compieat armour 
with his vifordown; his deyice was a hawthorn, 
with a graft of the rofe upon it, the motto-— 
This is not my true parent ^ — but Sir Philip. bade 
him take thcfe words— ^ fruSlu arbor cognof^ 
dtur» 

Sir Philip embraced the youth with ftrong 
marks of affection : Becpmpofed, my child ! fai4 
he; I have neither guilt, fear, nor doubt 19 me : 
I am To certain of fuccefs that I bid you be pre- 
pared for the confequence. Zadiflcy embraced 
his friend, he comforted Edmund^ he fuggefted 

L a evwy 
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every thing that could confirm his hopes of 
iuccefs. 

The maribal waited to deliver the fpear to Sir 
f^hilip ; he now prefented it with the ufual fornix. 
»— Sir, receive your lance^ and God defend the 
right !— Sir Philip anfwered. Amen ! in a voice 
that was heard by all prefent. 

He next prefented his weapon to Lord Lovel 
with the fame fentence, who likewife anfwered 
Amen ! with a good courage. Immediately 
the lifts were cleared, and the combatants be- 
gan the fight. 

They contended a long time with equal ikill 
and courage ^ at length Sir Philip unhorfed his 
antagonift. The judges ordered, that either he 
fliould alight, or fufier his enemy to remount ; 
he chofe the former, and a ihort combat on 
foot enfued. The fweat run o(F their bodies 
with the violence of the exercife. Sir Philip 
watched every motion of his enemy, and ftrove 
t6 weary him out, intending to wound but 
not to kill him, unlefs obliged for his own 
fafety. 

He thruft his fwotd through his left arm, 
and demanded whether he would confefs the 
fi€t ? Lord Lovel enraged, anfvirered, he would 
die fooner. Sir Philip then palled the fword 
through his body twice, and Lord Lovel fell, 
crying out that he was flain. 

I hope 
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I hope not, faid Sir Philip, for I have a great 
deal of bufinefs for you to do before you die : 
Confefs your fins, and endeavour to atone for 
them, as the only ground to hope for pardon. 
—Lord Lovel replied^ You arp the vidor, ufe 
your good fortune generouijy ! ^ 

Sir phih'p took away his fword, and then 
waved it over his head, and beckoned for 
affiftance. The judges fent to beg Sir Philip to 
ipare the life of his enemy. I will, faid he, 
upon condition that he will make gn honeft 
confeffion. 

ljor4 Lovel defired a furgeon and a confeflbr. 
You fliall have both, faid Sir Philip; but you 
mud firft anfwer me a queftion or two. Did 
you kill your kinfman or not ?— It was not my 
hand that killed him, anfwered the wounded 
man.— *It was done by your own order, how* 
ever i You ihall have no affiftance till you an- 
fwer this point.-— It was, faid he, and Heaven is 
juft !— Bear witnefs all prefent, faid Sir Philip; 
he confefles the fad ! 

He then beckoned Edmund, who approach- 
ed. — Take ofF your helmet, faid he : Look on 
that youth, he is the fon of your injured kinf- 
man. — It is himfelf ! faid the Lord Lovel, and 
fainted away. 

Sir Philip then called for a furgeon and a 
prieftf both of which Lord Graham had pro- 

L 3 vided; 
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vfjed ; the feriher began to bind up his wounds 
and hrs affiftants poured a cotdial into his 
xhoutb. Preferve bis life, if it be poifible^ fald 
Sir Philip ; for much depends upon it^ 

He then took Edmund by the hand, and 
prefented him to all the company. In this 
young man, faid be, you fee the t|*ue heir of 
the houfe of Lovel ! Heaven has in its own way 
made him the inftrument to difcover the death 
of his paitnts. His father was alTaflinated by 
order of that wicked man, who now receives 
his punifhment ; his mother was, • by bis cruel 
treatment, compelled to leave her own houfe i 
^e was delivered in the fields, and periflied' 
herfelf in feeking a (helter for her infant. I 
have , fuflicient proofs of every thing I fay, 
which I am ready to communicate to every 
perfon who defires to know the particulars; 
Heaven, by my hand, has chaftifed him; he has 
confeiled the f;a£|: I accufe him of, and it re* 
mains that he make reftitution pf the fortune 
^nd honours be hath ufurped fo lon^ 

£dmun4 kneeled, and \vith uplifted hands 
^eturjied thanks to Heaven, that his noble 
friend and champion was ^rov^rned with vic- 
tory ! —The fiords and gentlemen gathered 
round them, they congratulated them both; 
while Lord Lovel's friends and followers were 
^mplo^ed in taking care Qf bifx^ Lord Clifford 

tPoJs 
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took Sir Philip's band.— ^You have a£ted with 
fo much honour and prudence that it is pre«- 
fumptuous to offer you advice ; but what mean 
you to do with the wounded man?->I have not 
^etermtned^ faid he ; I thank you for the liint, 
4Uid beg your advice how to proceed««-Let us 
confult Lord Graham, replied he. — Lord Gra- 
ham infifted upon their going all to his caftle; 
there, faid he, you will have impartial witnefles 
of all that pafles. Sir Philip was unwilling to 
gtvefo much trouble. The Lord Graham pro- 
tefted he (hould be proud to do any fervice to fo 
noble a gentleman. Lord Clifford enforced his 
requeilr, faying, it was better upon all aJ^iunts 
to keep their prifoner •n this iide the borders 
till they faw what turn his health would take^ 
and to keep him fafely till he had fettled hi^ 
worldly affairs. 

This refolutioH being taken. Lord Graham 
invited the wounded man and his friends to his 
caftle, as being the neareft place where he 
could be lodged and taken proper care of, k 
being dangerous to carry him further. They 
accepted the propofal with many acknowledge- 
ments ; and, having made a kind of litter of 
boughs, they all proceeded to Lord Graham's 
caftle, where they put Lord Lovel to bed, and 
•the furgeon drefTed his wounds, and defired he 

L f mighJt 



u. 



i5« The OLD ENGLISH BARON: 

might be kept quiet, not knowing at prefeot 
whether they were dangerous or not. 

About an hour after, the wounded man 
complained of thirfl ; he afked for the furgeoo, 
and enquired if his life was in danger ? The fur<* 
geon anfwered him doubtfully. He aiked^ 
where is Sir Philip Harclay ? — In the caftle. — 
Where is that young man whom he calls the 
heir of Lovel ? — He is here, too.— i-Then I am 
furrounded with my enemies. I want to fpeak 
to one of my own fervancs, without witnefle^ $ 
let one be fent to me. 

The furgeon withdrew, and acquainted the 

gentlemen below. He fhall not fpeak to any 
man, faid Sir Philip, but in my prefence. He 
went with him into the fick man's room* Upon 
the fight of 3ir Philip, he feemed in great agita- 
tion. — Am I not allowed to fpeak with my own 
fervant, faid he? — Yes, Sir, you may; but not 
without witneiTes. — Then I am a prifoner, it 
fcems?-r-Noj not fo Sirj but foine caution is. 
neceir^ry at prefent: But compofe ypurfplf, I do 
not wi(h for your death, — Then why did you 
fcek it? I njpver injured you. — ^Yes, you have, 
in the perfon of my friend, and I am only the 
inftrument of juftice in the hand of Heaven; 
endeavour tp make atonement while life is fpared 
to you. — Shall I fend the pricft to you ? perhaps 
^e may convince you of the neceflity of leftitu- 
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lion, in order to obtain forgivenefs of your (in$. 

Sir Philip fent for the prieft and the furgeon) 
and obliged the fervant to retire with him. I 
leave you. Sir, to the care of thefe gentlemen; 
and whenever a third perfon is admitted, I will 
be his attendant : I will vifit you again within 
an hour. He then retired, and co^fuUed his 
friends below ; they were of opinion that no 
time ihould be loft. You will then, faid he, 
accompany .me into the fick man's apartment 
in an hour's time. 

Within the hour. Sir Philip, attended by Lord 
CltiFord and Lord Graham, entered the cham- 
ber« Lord Lovel was in great emotion ; the 
prieft ftood on one fide of the bed, the furgeon 
on the other; the former exhorted him to con- 
fefs his fins, the other defired he might be left 
to^his repofe. Lord Lovel feemed in great an* 
gutfli of mind ; he trembled, and was in the ut'- 
moft confufion. Sir Philip intreated him, with 
the piety of a confefibr, to confider his foul's 
health before that of his body. He then afked 
Sir Philip, by what means he knew that he was 
concerned in the death of his kinfman ? — Sir, 
replied he, it was not merely by human means 
this fad was difcovered. There is a certain 
apartment in the caftle of Lovel, that has been 
Ihut up thefe one and twenty years, but has 
lauly been opened and examined into. 

Oh 
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Oh Heaven! exclaimed he, then Geoffiy 
inuft have betrayed me !«^No, Sir, be has not, 
k was revealed in a very extraordinary maii- 
ner to that youth whom it moft concerns*—- « 
How can he be the heir of Lovel i-n-By being 
the fon of that unfortunate woman, whom 
you cruelly obliged to leave her own houfe, ta 
itvoid. being compelled to wed the murderer 
of her hufband : We are not ignorant, more* 
over, of the fidlitious funeral you made for her. 
All is dtfcovered, and you will not tell, us any 
snore than we know already ; but we defire to 
have it confirmed by your confeflion*-^The 
judgments of Heaven are fallen upon me ! faid 
Lord Lovci. I am cbildlefs, and one is arifeit 
from the grave to claim my inheritance.-— No- 
thing, then, hinders you to do juftice and make 
reftitution ; it is for the eafe of your confcience; 
and you have »q other way of making atone- 
ment for all the mifchief you have done^^^You 
|:now too much, faid the criminal, and I will 
relate what you do not know. 

You may remember, proceeded be, that I faw 
you once at my uncle's houfe?— I tfvell remem- 
ber it. At that time my mind was difturbed 

by the baleful paffion of envy; it was from that 
root all my bad actions fprung.-*Praife be to 
iGod ! faid the good prieft ; be hath touched your 
heart with true contrition, and you fliewtbe 

effea 
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tSeSt of his mercies; you will do juftke; and 
you will be rewarded by the gift of repentance 
unto falvation.— Sir Philip defired the pemtenC 
to proceed* 

My kinfman excelled me in every kind of 
inerit, in the graces of perfon and mind, ia 
all his exercifes, and in every accompiifli* 
meat. I was totally eclrpfed by him, ati4 I 
bated to be in his company; but what fmi&iei 
my averflon, was his addreffing the lady upon 
whom I had fixed my aiFedtions : I ftrove to 
rival him there, but (he gave btiii the prefer- 
ence that, indeed, was only his due ; bat I could 
not bear to fee, or acknowledge, it. 

The moft bitter hatred took poffeffion 6f my 
breaft, and I vowed to revenge the fuppofed in* 
jury as foon as opportunity fltould aStr, I 
buried my refentment deep in my heart, and 
outwardly appeared to rejoice at his fuccefs ; I 
made a merit of refigning my pretenfions to him, 
but I could not bear to be prefetit at his nup- 
tials : I retired to my father^s feat, and brooded 
over my revenge in fecret. My father died this 
year, and fbon after my' uncle followed him; 
within another year my kinfman was fummon- 
cd to attend the king on his Welch expedition* 

As foon as I heard he was gone from home, 
% refolved to prevent his return, exulting ia. 
the profpeft of pofleffing his title, fortune, and 

bit 
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his Lady. I hired mefiexigers^ who were coq<« 
ibndy going and coming to give me intelli- 
gence of all that pafled at the caftle ; I went 
there foon after, under pretence of vifiting my 
kinfman. My fpies brought me an account oi 
all that happened; one informed me of the 
event of the battle, but coul4 not tell whether 
my rival was living or dead$ I hoped the latter, 
that I might avoid the crime I meditated : I 
reported his death to his Lady^ who took it very 
heavily.. 

Soon after a meflenger arrived with tidings 
that he was alive and well, and had obtained 
leave to return home immediately* 

I inftantly difpatched my two emiflkrics to 
intercept him on the way. He made fo much 
hafte to return, that he was met within a mile 
of his own caftle: he had out*rode his (ervants 
and was alone: They killed him, and drew hioi 
afide out of the highway. They then came to 
me with all fpeed, and defired my orders ; it 
was then about funfet;.: I fent them back to 
fetch the dead body, which they brought pri- 
vately into the caftle : They tied it neck and 
heels, and. p9t it into a trunk, which they bu- 
ried under i^e floor in the clofet you mention- 
ed. The fight of the body ftung me to the 
heart; I then felt the pangs of remorfe, but it 
was too late: I took every precaution that 

prudence 
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prudence fuggefted to prevent the difcovery; 
but nothing can be concealed from the eye of 
Heaven* 

From that fatal hour I have never know0 
peace) always in fear of fomething impending 
to difcover my guilt, and to bring me to 
fliame : At length I am overtaken by juftice. I 
am brought to a fevere reckoning here, and 
I dread to meet one more fevere hereafter. 

Enough, faid the prieft, you have done a 
good work, myfon! truft in the Lord; and, 
how this burden is off your mind, the reft will 
be made eafy to you. 

Lord Lovel took a minute's repofe, and 
then went on.*— I hope by the hint you gave. 
Sir Philip, the poor lady is yet alive ?— No, Sir, 
(he is not ; but (he died not till after (he brought 
f<^h a fon, whom Heaven made its inftrument 
€0 difcover and avenge the death of both his pa- 
rents. —They are well avenged ! faid he. I 
have no children to lament for me, all mine 
have been taken from me in the bloom of youth ; 
only one daughter lived to be twelve years old { 
I intended her for a wife for one of my ne- 
phews, but within three months I have buried 
her. He fighed, wept, and was filent. 
. The gentlemen prefent lifted up their hands 
and eyes to Heaven in filence. The will of 
Heaven be obeyed I faid the prieft* My peni- 
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teist hath confefllcd all; what more would jw/l 
lequifc ?---That he make accneoient^ faid Sir 
Philip; that he furrender the tide and.efiate to 
che right heir, ahd difpoft pf bi9 c^wn proper 
fortune to bis neareft relations, and refign hivE^ 
SAt to penitence and preparation fpr a fature 
fiate« For this time I leave him with yp«^ fa-> 
tber^jind will join my pr^ers with youi^ for 
his kpentance. 

Sq faying, he left the room, and was foU 
lowed by the Barons and the furgeon^ the priefi: 
alone leaiaining with htm. As foon as they 
were out of hearing, Sir Philip queiijoned the 
furgepn concerning bis patient's fituation ; who 
9nfwered, that at prefent he faw no figns of im«- 
mediate danger> but he could not yet pronounce 
that there was none : if he were mortally wound- 
ed, faid he, he could not be fo well, nor fpeak 
£:> lonfg without faintnefs; and it is my opinion 
that he will foon recover, if nothing happens 
to retard the cure. — ^Then, faid Sir Philip, keep 
this opinion from him ; for I would fuffer 'the 
fear of death to operate on him until be hath 
performed fome neceilary a£ls. of juftice : Let 
it only be known to thefe noblemen, upon whofe 
honour I can rely, and I truft they will approve 
my ifequcft to you. Sir. — I join in it, faid Lord 
Clifford, from the fame motives.— -I infift upon 
it, faid Lotd Graham ^ and I can anfwer for 
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my furgeon's difcretiotii— -My Lords, faid the 
fargeon^ you may depend on my fidelity ; and^ 
after what I have juft heard, my confciencc 
is engaged in this noble gentleman's behalf, 
and I will do every thing in my power to fe- 

Gond your intentions. 1 thank you. Sir, 

faid Sir Philip, and you may depend on my gra- 
titude in return. I prefume you will fit up with 
him to-night; if any danger fhould arlfe, I de* 
fire to be called immediately^ but, otherwife, I 
would fufFer him to reft quietly, that he may be 
prepared for the bufinefs of the following day* 
—I fhall obey your directions. Sir; my iiecef* 
fary attendance will give me a pretence not to^ 
leave him, and thu$ I (hall hear all that pafles 
between him and all that vifit him. — You will 
oblige me highly, fa^d Sir Philip, and I ihall go 
to reft with confidence in your' care. 

The furgeon returned to the fick man** 
chamber. Sir Philip and the Barons to the 
company below : They fupped in the great hall, 
with all the gentlemen that were prefent at the 
combat. Sir Philip and bis Edmund retired to 
their repofe, being heartily fatigued; and the 
company ftaid to a late hour, commenting upoa 
the adion of the day, praifing the courage and 
gcnerofity of the noble knight, and wlihing a 
good event to his undertaking. 

9 iboa 
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Moft of Lord Lovel's friends went away tt 
foon as they faw hkn iafely lodged^ being 
zOiimed of him, and of their appearance ia 
his behalf; and the few that ftayed were in» 
duced by their defire of a further information 
of the bafe a£lion he had committed, and to 
juftify their own chara£^ers and condu£l« 

The next morning Sir Philip entered int6 
confultation with the two Barons, oii the me* 
thods he ihould take to get Edmund received, 
and acknowledged, as heir of the houfe of 
Lovel. They were all of opinion, that the cri- 
minal fhould be kept in fear till he had fettled 
his worldly affairs, and they had refolved how 
to difpofe of him. With this determination 
they entered his room, and enquired of the fur- 
|eon how he had pafled the night ? He (hook 
his head, and faid but little. 

Lord Lovel defired that he might be re* 
moved to his own houfe. Lord Graham faid, 
he could not confent to that, as there was evi- 
dent danger in removing him ; and appealed to 
the furgeon, who confirmed his opinion. Lord 
Graham defired he would make himfelf eafy, 
and that he fhould have every kind of afflRance 
there. 

Sir Philip then propofed to fend for the Lord 
Fitz-Owen, who would fee that all poffible 
care was taken of his brother* in«law, and 
would affiil him in fettling his affairs. Lord 

Lovd 
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Lovel was a^ainft it; he wa^ petvHh anid utt^ 
tzffj and defired to be . left with only his own 
fenrants to attend him. Sir Philip quitted the 
room with a fignificant look ; and the two Lords 
endeavoured t6 jreiSoiicile htm to kk fituataon. 
He interrupted them. — It is eafy for men, in 
your fituation to advife, but. it is difficult for' 
one in mine to pradtife^ wounded in body and 
mind, it is natural that { ibould drive to avoid. 
the extremes of fliame and puni(hment : I thanlq 
you for your kind offices,, and beg I may bq 

left with my own fervants. With them, an4 

the furgeon^ you iball, faid Lord Graham i and 
tl^y both retired. 

Sir Philip met them below. My Lords, fai^ 
hcj I am defirous that my Lord Fitz-Oweji 
fliould be fent for^ and that he may hear his 
brother's confeflion ; for I fufpedl that he may 
hereafter deny, what only the fear of death 
has extorted from him :. With your permlffion 
I am determined to fend meflengers to-day^ 
They both exprelled approbation, and Lord 
Clifford propofed to write to him, faying, a 
letter from an impartial perfon will have the^ 
more weight: I will fend one of my principal 
domefticks with your own* This meafure be- 
ing refolved upon. Lord Clifford retired t^ 
write, and Sir Philip to prepare his fervants for 
ipftant departure, Edmund defired leave ta 
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write to father Ofwald, and John Wjratt Wft| 
orde^d to be the bearer of his* letter.^ Wbc^ 
the Lord Clifibcd.had finifbed hLs letter, be rea4 
^ to Sir Philip and hia chofen friends^as follows.;. 

^^ Right Hdn^ my good Lord, 

* " I have taken upon me to acquaint your 
^^ Lordfliip, that there has been a folemn com- 
^* bat at' arms between your brother-in-law, 
« the Lord Lotrd, and Sir Philip Harelayi knt. 
« of Yorkshire/ It was fought in the jurif- 
*' didion of the Lord Graham, who with my- 
^< felf, was appointed judge of the field; it 
** was fairly won, and Sir Philip is the con- 
** queror. After he had gained the vrftory he 
** declared at large the caufe of the quarrel^ 
f* and that he had revenged the death of Ar- 
^* thur Lord Lovel his friencf, whom the prefent 
<* Lord Lovel had aflailin^ited, that he might 
*' enjoy his title and eftate. The wounded 
^' man confeiTed the fa£i: : and Sir Philip gave 
^^ him his life, and only carried off* his fword 
*• as a trophy of his viflory. Both the vic- 
** tor and the vanquifhed were conveyed to 
<< Lord Graham's caftle, where the Lord Lovel 
^^ now lies in great danger. He is defirous'to 
^< fettle his worldly affairs, and to make Ms 
*^ peace with God and man. Sir Philip I&r- 
^< clay fays, there is a mAt heir of the faoufe 
<V of Lovely for whom he claims the tide and 

« cftatct 
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W eflate; but he is very defirous that your 
^ Lordfliip Ihould be prefent at the difpofal 
*• of your brother's property that of right be* 
** longd to him, of which your children art 
^^ the undoubted heirs : He alib wants *to coti-' 
^ fult you in triMy other points of honour and 
** equity, hfit mt intreat you, ofi the receipt 
^* of this letter, to fet out immediately for 
^< Lord Graham's caftle^ where you will be re« 
^^ .ceived with the utmoft refpe£l and hofpita^ 
*<. lity* You will hear things that will fur- 
<^ prlfe.you.asmuch as they do me $ you will 
^< judge of ^m. with that juflke and honour 
^f that fpeaks your charader; and you will 
^* unite with us in wonderilig at. the ways of 
^* providence, and fiibmitting to its decrees, in 
^ punifbing the guilty, and doing juftice to the 
^ innocent and of^reiled. My heft wiihes and 
*f prayers. attend you aftd your hopeful family* 
*' My LfOrd, I remain your humble fervant* 

« Clifford/* 

Every one prefent expref&d the higheft ap-» 
probation of this letter* Sir Philip gave orders^ 
Jo John Wyatt to be very circumfped in his 
behaviour, to give Edmund's letter privately 
ta father Ofwald, and to make nd mention of 
him, or his pretenfions to Lovel caftle. 

M 2 Lord 
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. Lord Clifford gave bi;s ff^rvant the requi^tei 
prrecatttions. , J^px^ Graham added a note of isi« 
vjtatiba, axid feat it by a fervant of his own.-^. 
As foon as all things were, ready, the ^eflengers. 
fkt out yirith all ,Q>eed for the Ca^le of Lqvel. » « * 

Tkpy ft»i4 no Jpagcf by tl^ w?y than to v^* 
fome refrefliBi^nt^ but fode night and day till* 
they ^rrivcd therfc. - ► ^ 

Lo^d Fitz*>Owen was ia tiieparfirar with his* 
ebtldreru Father 0^;iUt was ' walking in the- 
avenue befisre the houre^ when he faw -three ^f- 
Ibngera wbofe faorfe^ feemed-Jtfdild.andtke riders 
fttigued, like menicdim a^long^^pney. He* 
eaJme up^juft as thefirft^had delivei^hi^nifefSlgr 
to the porter.: John Wyattr.knsw^biin, he dif- 
mounted, and made figns chatJitrhadifoiEnediipg' 
to fay to him ; he retired hack a fe^ -ftqpSy-and' 
John^ with grfcat'dextcirHy, itipped. a letter thtO'' 
his hand. The father gave hSm his hfeffingv' 
and a welcoilie. Who do.yod cbme fromf 
faid be aloud. — From the Lords Graham and 
ClifFord to the Lord Fitz-Owen ; and we bring 
letters of con fequ^nce to the Baron. 

Ofwald followed the meiTeitgQfa i»to iht hsU^ 
a fervant announced their arriral; Lord Fitsi^ 
Owen received them in the parlour: Lord CHfi* 
ford's fervant delivered his mafter's letter^ Lont 
Graham's his, and they faid they would retire 
and wait his Lordfbip's anfwer. The Baron 
3 ordered 
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wien^ tMm '{onm refrefhm^t. Tliey retiiml^ 
4md he epeticd )ii>s letters : He read them -with 
gt-eat stgttationsj he ftruck lis faand upon' hts 
4ieart) he exclaimed — My feats are all verifiedl 
the blow is- Aruck^ and it has fallen upon the 
^ilty ! 

- Ofwald came in a minate' after. Yia aie 
CQtfie in good Cime, faid the Barbnl 'Read th^ 
iettefj that my children mdy know' the corf- 
tents. He read it, wjth faultering voice, and 
trembling limbs* They were all rn great 
ftirprife. William looked down, . and kept k 
ftudied filenoe. Sir Robert exclaimed — Is it 
poffibk I can my Uncle be guilty of fuch an 
a&ioQ ?-<-Ybu bear, iaid the fiaron, he has coa- 
iisfled it !•!— But to whom ? faid Sir Robert.—* 
His /atbex replied. Lord Clifford's honour is 
.unqueftiooable, and I cannot doubt what he af- 
£rms» 

Sir Robert leaned his head tipon his band, 
as one loft in thought : At length he feemed tp 
awake-^My Lord, I have no doubt that Ed- 
mund is at the bottom of this bufinefs« Do you 
.HOtjremeraber, that Sir Philip Hard ay long ago 
.pfomiied him his friend/hip? Edmund difappears ; 
9nd, ibon after, this man challenges my tJnde. 
You know what paflfed here before his departure : 
.He has fuggefted this afFair to Sir Philip, and 
iofiigated him to this aSion. This is the re- 
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turn be has made for the hvoars he hils received 
from our family, to which he owes every thing. 
—Softly, my fon ! faid the Baron ; let us be 
cautious of reflecting' upon Edmund : There i% 
a greater hand in this bufinefs. My conjedure 
was too true : It was in that fatal apartment 
that be was made acquainted with the circum* 
ilances of I>rd Lovel-s death; he was, per^ 
haps, enjoined to reveal them to Sir Philip 
Karday, the bofom friend of the deceafed* The 
myftery of that apartment is difclpfed, the woe 
to the guilty is accompUihed ! Inhere is no rt*- 
flefbion upon any one $ Heaven effe£ls its puri^ 
pofes in its own time and manner. I and mine 
are innocent $ let us worfhip, and be filent ! 

But what do you propofe to do? ikid Stf 
Robert.---To return with the meflengers, an^ 
fwered the Baron. I think it highly proper 
that I fliould fee your Uncle, and hear what fae 
has to fay : My children are his heirs ; in juf- 
tice to them I ought to be acquainted with every 
thing that concerns the difpofal of his fortune. 
Your Lordfhip is in the right, anfwered SirRd« 
bert, it concerns us all. I have only to aik 
your permiffion to bear you company.— «Wlth 
all my heart, faid the Baron : I have only to* 
aft of you in return, that you will comiinand 
yourfelf, and not fpeak your mind haftily ; watt 
for the proofs before you give judgment, and 

take 
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tike advice pf your reafon before you decide up- 
on any thing : If you refle£l upon the paft, yoii 
will find reafon to diftruft yourfelf. Leave all 
to me, and be afiured I will proteft your honour 
and my own. — I will obey you in all things,' 
fnyLord; and will make immediate preparation 
for ouf departure. So faying, he left the room. 
As fbon as he was gone, Mr. William broke 
fitence. My Lord, faid he, if you have no 
gctfat objedion, I beg leave alfo to accompany 
you both.— You (hall, my fon, if you defire it ; 
I think I can fee your motives, and your bro- 
ther's alfo ', your coolnefs will be a good balance 
to his warmth : You (hall go with us. My fon 
Walter ihall be his fifter's prote£lor in our ab^ 
icnce, and he (hall be mafter here till we retufn, 
—I hope, my dear father, that will not be long ^ 
I (hall not be happy till you come home, faid 
the fair Emma. — It (hall be no longer, my 
deareft, than till this untoward affair is fettled. 
The Baron de(ired to know when themelTengers 
were expeded to return. Ofwald took this op- 
portunity to retire ; he went to his own apart- 
ment, and read the letter, as follows : 

. ^' The Heir of Lovel, to his dear and reve- 
*^ rend friend, father Ofwald. 

*• Let my friends at the Caftle of Lovel know 
^ that I live in hopes one day to fee them there. 

M 4 « If 



cc 



168 The^ old ENGLISH BARON: 

^' If you could bjr any meass rtftum wSthibtf 

V ine^iig«rs, your teftimony would add weight 
^ tQ mtfi^ ; perhap9 you might obtain permif* 
^* fion to attend the Baron ; I leave it to ypii 
•* to niafiage this, John Wyatt will inform you 

Y of all that has pafled here, and tl^at hitheftQ 
my fuccefs has outran my cxpe£^ation^ and, 
almpft^ my wiflies. I am in the high road to 

^* my inheritance; and truft ths^t the Powe? 
^* who hath condu£ted nte thns far, will not 
<^ leave his work unfinifhed. Tell my beloved 
** William that I live, and hope to embrace 
^* him before long. I recommend myfeJf to 
f* your holy prayers and bleffing, and remaia 
^ your fon and fervant, ' Edmund/' 

* Ofwald then went to the meflengerss be 
ircw John Wyatt to a diftance from the reft, 
and got the information he wanted ; He ftayei 
with him till he was fent for by the Baron, t6 
whom he went diredly, and prevented his que& 
tions, by faying, I have been talking widi the 
meflfengers : I find they have travelled night and 
day to bring the letters with all fpeed ; they on* 
ly require one night's reft, and will be ready td 
fst out with you to-morrow.-^'Ti$ well, laid 
the Baron ; we wjU fet put as foon as they are 
teady.^^My Lord, iald Ofwald, I have a favour 
to beg of you ; it is that I may atteiid you : I 
have feen the prOgrefs of this wonderful difco- 

very. 
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irpj^ and Z hnvp a great defire to fee the cao^ 
cluiion of it ', perhapa my prefence may be of 
fervice in the courfc of your bufinefs.^— Perbap$ 
it may, faid the Baron ; I have no objedion, if 
you defire to go.--»Tbey then feparated, and 
went to prepare for their journey. 

Ofivald had a private interview with Joieph^ 
whom he informed of all that be knew, and hia 
refolution to attend the Baron in his journey 
to the north. I go, faid he, to bear witnef^ 
in behalf of injured innocence : If it be needful, 
I (hall call upon you ; therefore, hold yourfelf 
in readinefs in cafe you fhould be feut for*— 
That I will, faid Jofeph, and fpend my laft 
remains of life and ftrength, to help my young 
Lord to his right and title ; but do they not be- 
gin to fufped who is the Heir of Lovel ?-->Not 
in the leaft, &id Ofwald ; they think him con- 
cerned in the difcovery, but have no idea of his 
being interefted in the event.-— Oh father, faid 
Jofeph, I fliall think every day a week till your 
return ; but I will no longer keep you from 
your repofe. — Good night, faid Ofwald ; but I 
have another vifit to pay before I go to reft. 

He left Jofeph, and went on tip- toe to Mr. 
William's room and tapped at his door; he 

came and opened it. What news, father ? ^ 

Not much ; I have only orders to tell you that 
£dmund k well, and as much your friend 98 

ever.— 



171)^ The OLD ENGLISH BARON: 

«¥er.~] gattkij b\A William, that we fhouM 
faedr fometbing of him: I have, ftill another, 
guefs.-* What is that, my child ? — That we (hall 
fee or hear of him where we are going.-— It is 
veiy likely, (aid Ofwald ; and I would have you 
be prepared for it: I am confident we ihaH 
hear nothing to his diicredit.-— I am certain of 
that, faid WilUam, and I fliall rejoice to fee 
bim : I conclude that he is under the protefiion 
of Sir Philip Harclay. — He is fo, faid Ofwald s 
I had my information from Sir Philip's fervant, 
who is one of the meflengers, and was guide to 
the others in their way hither. After fome far- 
ther converfation they feparated, and each went 
to his repofe. 

The next morning the whole party fet out on 
their journey ; they travelled by cafy ftages oa 
account of the Baron'is health, which began to 
be impaired, and arrived in health and fpirits at 
the Caftle of Lord Graham, where they were 
received with the utmoft refpe£l and kindnefi by 
the noble Mafter. 

The Lord Lovel had recovered his health 
and ftrength as much as poffible in the time^ 
and was impatient to be gone from thence to hia 
own houfe. He was furprifed to hear of the 
•rrival of his brother and nephews, and exprefled 
no pleafure at the thoughts of feeing them. 
When Sir Philip Harclay came to pay his re- 

fpefts 
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tfcStnto Baifon Fit%-Owen, - the tatter received 
him with civility, but with a coldnefs that wa^ 
apparent. Sir Robert left the room, doubting 
his rerolutiom SirThilip advanced, and too^c 
the Baron by the hand. My Lord, faid he, I 
rejoice to fee you here ? I cannot be fatisficd 
with the bare civilities of fach a man as ydu. L « 
afpire to your efteem, to your frlendfliip, and I 
fliall not be happy till I obtain them. I will 
make you the judge of every part of my conduft^, 
and whete you ihall condemn me, I will con* 
demti myfeif. 

The Baron was foftened, his noble heart feft 
its alliance with its counterpart, but he thought 
the fituation of his brother demanded fome re- 
ftrve towards the man who fought* his life; 
but, in fpite of himfelf, it wore off every mo- 
ment. Lord Clifford related all that had palled^, 
Wkh the due regard to Sir Philip's honour ; ht 
remarked how nobly he cpncealed the caufe of 
bid refentment againft the Lord Lovel ti!l the 
day of combat, that he might not prepoffefs the 
judges againft him. He enlarged on his huma- 
nity to the vanquiflied, on the dedre he expref- 
ikd to have juftice done to his heirs ; finally, 
be mentioned his great refpeft for the Lord Fitz- 
Oweil, and the folicitude he flidwed to have him 
come to fettle the eftate of the fick man in fa- 
vour of his children* Lord Clifford alfo em- 
ployed 
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ployed kis ton to fi^fiexi Sir Robert, and t6 
eiq^l^fi to Urn every doubtful pert of Sir Pbi* 
lt{^s behavioun 

AfiBcr the travellers had taken ibme reft, the 
Lord Graham propofed that they fliould make 
z vifit to the fick man*6 chamber. The Lord^ 
fent to acquaint him they were coming to vifit 
})im» and they followed the mefienger. The 
Lord Fitz-Owen went up to the bedfide ; he 
embraced his brother with ftrong emotionii of 
conperm Sir Robert followed him ; then Mr* 
William. Lord Lovel embraced them, but bJd 
Aothing; bis countenance fhewed bis inward 
agitations,— 'Lord Fitz»Owen firft broke filenoe* 
I hope, faid he, I fee my brother better than I 
expected ? LordXovel bit his fingers, be pulk^ 
the bed clothes^ he feemed almoft di0sa£led^ 
at length he broke out-r->I owe no thanks to 
thofe who fent for my relations ! Sir Philip 
Harclay, you have ufed ungeneroufly the ad- 
vantage you have gained over me ! you fpansd 
my life only to take away my reputation* 
You have expofed me to ftrangers, and«. what 
is worfe, to my deareft friends; when I lay in 
a ftate of dagger, you obliged me to fay any 
thing, and now you take advantage of it, to 
ruin me in my friends aiSe^tion : But, if I reco- 
ver, you may repent it I 

Sif 
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Sjr Philip then came forward. My Lords, I 
fliall take no notice ot what this unhappj man 
has juft now faid ; I iball appeal to you, as to- 
the hono<n»^ble witnel&$ of all that has paf&d : 
Vou fee it was no more than necefiary, I ap- 
peal to you for the motives of my treatment of 
him, before, at, and after our meeting. I did 
not take his life as I might have done ; I wiihecl 
him to repent of bis fmsy and to make refti* 
tution of w]iat he unjuftly pofiefles. I was. 
called out to do an a£t of juftice; I had takenr 
the heir of Lovel under my prote&ion^ mj 
chief view was to fee jnftice done to him $ 
what regarded this man was but a fecondary 
motive. This was my end, and I will atver^ 
never lofis fight of it. 

Lord Lovel feemed almoft choaked wlA 
paffioa, to fee every one giving Hxne marie 
of approbation and refpedk to. Sir Philip. He 
called out, I demand to know who is this pre* 
tended heir whom he brings out to claim my 
title and fortune 2— My noble auditors, faid Sis 
Philip» I (hall appeal to your judgment in re« 
gard to the proofs of my ward^s birth and fa«i 
fnUy f every circumftance fliall be laid before 
yo^^ and you fliall decide upon theln. 

Here is a young man, fuppofed the fon of a 
peafant, who by a train of circumftancqs Aat 
could not have happened by human contrl?. 

Vance, 
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\nince, JifcoVere not only who are his real 
parcnci, but that they came to untimely deaths* 
He even difcovers the different placcfs where 
their bones are buried, both odt of coniecrated 
ground, and appeals to their aihes for the truth 
of his pretenfions. He has alfo living proofs 
to offer, that will convince the moft incredu-* 
lt>us* I have deferred entering into panicu- 
lars till the arrival of Baron Fitz-^Owen; I 
know his noble heart and honourable charac* 
tcr, from one. that has long been an eye-wit- 
neft of his gopdnefs; fuch is the opinion t 
l^ave of his jiiftice, that I will accept him as 
ene of the judges in his brother's caufe: I and 
i^y.watd will bring our proofs before him, 
and the company here prefent; in the courfe 
of them it will appear that he is the beft qua- 
Ufied of any to judge of them, becaafe he can 
afertain many of the hSts we Ibali have oc- 
cafipn to mention : I will reft our caufe upon 
their decifion. 

Lord Graham applauded Sir Philip's appeaf^ 
affirming his own impartiality, and calling 
tpon Lord ClifFord and his fon, and alio his 
own liephews who were prefent. Lord CltftMfd 
faid. Sir Philip oflRsrs fairly, and like himfi^fi 
Acre can be no place nor perfons more Im* 
partial than the prefent, and I' prefUme the 
Lord Lovel can have no objeAion.-^No ob- 

je&ion! 
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je^ion ! anfwered he $ what, to be tried like 
a criminal, to have judges appointed over 
me to decide upon my right to my own eftate 
and title ? I will not fubmit to fuch a jurif* 
di£iion! — Then, faid Sir Philip, you had ra- 
ther be tried by the laws of the land, and 
have them pronounce fentence upon youl 
Take your choice. Sir ; if you refufe the one, 
you (hall be certain of the other. Lord Clif- 
ford then faid, you will allow Lord Lovel t^ 
confider of the propofal ; he will confult his 
friends, and be determined by their advice. -»• 
Lord Fitz-Owen faid, I am very much fur* 
prifed at what 1 have heard. I fliould be glad 
to know all that Sir Philip Barclay has to fay 
fox his ward, that I may judge what ray bro- 
ther has to hope or fear ; 1 will then give my 
beft advice, or ofFer my mediation as he may 
ftand in need of them. — You (ay well, replied 
Lord Graham ; and pray let us come ditoStlf 
to the point: Sir Philip, you will introduce 
your ward to this company, and enter upoa 
your proofs. 

Sir Philip bowed to the company, he went 
pu^and brought in Edmund, en<^ouraging hii^ 
by the way | he prefented him to Baron Fit^ 
Owen, who looked very furious. Edmund 
Twyford, faid he, are you the heir of the 

Jiojufe of Lovel P-rl am, my Loud, faid Edmund, 

' bowing 
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bowing to the ground ; the probfV wi!l ;appear ; 
but I am, at the faoie time, the moft humble 
and grateful of all your fervants, and the fer-* 
vant of your virtues. Sir Robert fofe up, an4 
was going to leave the room. Son Robert, 
ftay, faid the Baron : If there is any fraud you 
will be pleafed to dete& it, and if all that is 
affirmed be true, you will not (biit your eyes 
againfl the light'; you are concerned in this 
bufinefs, hear it in filence, and let reafon be 
arbiter in your caufe. He bowed to his fa- 
ther, bit hh lip, and retired to the window^ 
Wnitam nodded to Edmund, and Was Hlent. 
All the company had their eyes fixed on the 
young man, who ftood in the mxdft, cafting 
down his eyes with modeft refped to the au« 
dience; while Sir Philip related all the ma* 
terial cirCumftances of his life, the wonderful 
gradation by which he came to the knowledge 
of his birth, the adventures of the haunted 
Apartment, the difcovery of the fatal clofet, 
and the prefumptive proofs that Lord Lovel 
was buried there. At this part of his nar^ 
ration, Lord Fitz-Owen interrupted him—* 
Where is this clofet you talk of, for I and 
my fons went over the apartment fince £d-* 
mund*s departure, and found no fucb place, 
as you defcribe ?— My Lord, faid Edmund, I 
can account for it; the door it covered with 
^ • tapeftry, 
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tapeftfy, the feme as the room, and you might 
eaiily overlook it; but I have a witHefs here, 
faid he, and putting hifihand into bi3 bofom, he 
Jrcw out the key. If thrs is not the key pf 
that clofet, let me be deemed an impoftor, and 
ril I fay a faifehood ; I will rifk my pretenfions 
upon this proof. 

And for what purpofe did you take it aw^y !! 
faid the Baron. — To prevent any perfon fron^ 
going into it, replied Edmunid ; t have vowed to 
keep it till I ihall open that clofet before wit- 
tieffes appointed for that purpofe,— Proceed, 
Bir, faid the Baron Ficz-Owen.— Sir Philip 
then related the conver&tion between Edmund 
and Margery Twyford, his fuppofed mother,— 
tiord Fttz-Owen feemed in the utmoft fur- 
priCt: He exclaimed, can this be true? ftrange 
dffcorery! unfortuHaie child !«^Edmund's fears 
bore witneA^ to his ^veracity ; he was obliged 
to hide hfs f^ce^ he Rfted up his clafped banda 
Ito Heaven, and was in great emotions durinj 
«ll this pari of the relation ; while Lord Love 
yeaned, aod feemed in great agitatronr. 

Sir Philip Aen addrefled himfelf to Lord Pltz- 
Owen. My Lord, there was another perfon 
prefent at the converfation between Edmuni 
and his foller-mother, whp can witnefs to all 
Au pafied; perhaps your Lordfhlp can tell 
who that was ?•— It veas father Ofwald, replied 

N the 
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the Baron; I will remember that he went 
him at hh requeft ; let him be called in. ife 
was fent for, and came immediately. The Ba« 
roadefired him to relate all that pa&d betweea 
Edmund and his mother. 

Ofwald then b^gan.-— Since I am now pro* 
perly called upon to teftify what I know con^ 
cerning this young man, I will fpeak the truth 
without fear or favour of any one ; and I will 
fwear by the rules of my holy order, to the 
truth of what I ihall relate. He then gave a. 
particular account of all that pailed on that 
occafion, and mentioned the tokens found on* 
both the infant and his mother. Where art 
thefe tokens to be feen, faid the Lord Clifford jf 
—I have them here, my Lord, faid Edoiuiid^ 
and I keep them as my greateft treafures. He 
then produced them before ajU the coa^ponjbi. 
There . is no appearance of any fraud or ccl« 
lijiiion, faid Lord Graham; if any man thipt^- 
he fees any, let him fpeak.— Pray, my Lavdt 
fuffer me to fpeak a. word,, faid Sir Roberta 
Do you remember that I hinted my fufpidoof . 
concerning father Ofwald, , the night ouf kiiif- 
*men lay in the eaft apartment?— I do^ laid 
the Bargn.— Well, Sir, it now appears that he ; 
did know more than he would tell us; you fi^d. 
hje is very deep in all Edmund's i^crets, andytM^. 
may judge what were his motives for under- 
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ttking this journey. — I obTcrvc what you fay, 
adfwered his father, but let us hear all that 
O/urald has to fay: I will be as impartial as 
poffible. My Lord, returned Ofwald, I beg 
you alfo to recolledl what I faid on the night 
your fon fpeaks of, concerning fecrecy in certain 
matters.-— I remember that alfo, faid the Ba- 
ton; but proceed. My Lord, continued Of- 
wald, I knew more than I thought myfelf at 
liberty to difclofe at that time ; but I will now 
tell you every thing. I faw there was fome-i- 
diing more than common in the accidents that 
befel this young man, and in his being called 
out to fleep in the eaft apartment ; I earneftly 
defired him to let me be with him on the fecond 
night, to which he confented reludantly ; we 
teard a great notfe in the rooms underneath, 
we went down ftairs together, I faw him open 
the fatal clofet, I heard groans that pierced me 
to the heart, I kneeled down and prayed for the 
fcpofe of the fpirit departed; I found a feal 
with the arms of Lovel engraven upon it, 
which I gave to Edmund, and he now has it 
in his pofleffion : He enjoined me to keep fe- 
cret what I had feen and heard, till the time 
fliould come to declare it. I conceived that I' 
was called to be a witnefs of thefe things; 
befides my curiofity was excited to know the 

N 2 event; 
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event J I, ^refore, defired to be prefent at the 
interview beitwfrn him anfl his tnotfaer, wbicah 
was affe^ng beyond expreffion : 1 heard virbat 
J have now declare4 as nearly a^ my msaioij 
permits me. I hope no impartial perfbn will 
blame me for any part of my condtiA ; but if 
they Ihould, I do not repent it : If I (hould for** 
feit the favour of the rich and giv^ty I fliaU 
have acquitted myfelf to God aed my coa^ 
icience. I have no worldly ends lo aofwer$ I 
plead the caufe of the injured orphan ( and I 
xbiok, alio, that I fecond the defigna of pnwi^ 
dence. — You bfv(s well fpokeHy fatbcfy laid the 
Lord Clif£brd i your teftimony is indeed olcoa^ 
fequencc* 
y . It is ^ma^^ing ^nd convincing, faM hf$r4<itn^ 
ham ; and the whole ftory is {q w^l cponcded, 
ths^t I cgn f^e noiJ^ing tp fna^e ua 4wbt tbt 
truth of it : But let us etc^mine t)i^ b^oqAu 
Edmund gave into their bands the. fi|B$;ktai;r 
«n4 eair-rings \ be ihewed them the loc]ce( v^ 
the cypher pf Lpvel, and t|ie ie^ nr^h ^ 
^rms; he told them the g1oji)c in wbi^h he 
was wrapped was in the cuflody pf hjf Merr 
..mother, who woul4 produce i;t pn dtmaiid* 
He begged that jTome proper perf<9n« 9ii^ be 
[commiffioned tQ go with him to ex^ii^^ Mfbc- 
, ther or no the bodijes of bis p^f^ta yrw bu- 
ried where he affirnied^ adding, that he put 

bis 
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hts preteiffioHs into their hands with pfeafure, 
relying entirely upon their honour and juftice. 

During this interefting fcene^ the criminal 
covered his face, and was filent ; but he fent 
forth bitter fighs atid groans that den6ted the 
anguiih of his heart. At length. Lord Gra- 
ham, in compaffion to him, propofed that they 
flK>uld retire and confider of the proofs ; adding. 
Lord Lovel muft needs be fatigued ; we wtil^ 
refiime the fubjeA in his prefence, when he isi 
difpofed to receive us. Sir Philip Harclay ap- 
proached the bed ; Sir, faid he, I now le^e you 
in the hands of your own relations i they are 
men of ftrifi honour, and I confide in them to 
take care of you and of your concern. They 
then went out of the room, teaving only the 
Lord Fitz*Oweil and his fons with the criminal. 
They dtfe^urfed of the wonderful ftory of £d- 
mmid's birth, and the principal events of his 

life. 

After dinner Sir Philip reqtieffied another con- 
ference with the Lords, and th^ir principal 
friends. There was preibitalfo, father Ofwald 
and Lord Graham's confeflbr, who had talcen 
the Lord Lovel's cdnfeffion, Edmund and Za- 
diflcy. Now gentlemen, hid Sir Philip, I it-' 
fire to know your opinion of our proofs, and 
your ftdvice upon them. 

N 3 Lord 
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Lord Graham replied, I am defired to fpeak 
for the reft: We think there are flrong pre- 
fumptive proofs that this yo'ung man is the true 
heir of Lovel ; but they ought to be confirmed 
and authenticated. Of the murder of the 
late Lord there is no doubt ; the criminal hath 
confeffed it, and the circumftances confirm it ; 
the proofs of his crime are fo conneAed with 
thofe of the young man's birth, that one can- 
not be public without the other. We are 
defirous to do juftice, and yet are unwilling, 
for the Lord Fitz-Owen's fake, to bring the 
criminal to public fliame and punishment. 
We wiih to find out a medium ; we therefore 
defire Sir Philip to make propofals for his ward, 
and let Lord Fitz- Owen anfwer for himfelf and 
his brother, and we will be moderators between 
them. Here every one exprefled approbation, 
and called upon Sir Philip to make his de- 
mands. 

If, faid he, I were to demand &n€t juftice, 
I fhould not be fatisfied with any thing lefs 
than the life of the criminal ; but I am a chrif- 
tian foldier, the difciple of him who came into 
the world to fave finners ; for his fake, ccmti- 
nued he (ci'oiBng himfelf), I forego my revenge, 
I fpare the guilty : If Heaven gives him time for 
repentance, man ihould not deny it. It is my 

ward'i 
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ward's particular requeft^ that I will not bring 
Ihame upon the houfe of his benefa£lory the 
Lord Fitz-Owen, for whom he hath a filial af-' 
leAion and profound veneration. My propofals 
are thefe ; -firft, that the criminal make refti- 
tution of the title and eftate obtained with fo 
much injuftice and cruelty to the lawful heir, 
whom he (hall acknowledge fuch before pro- 
per witnelles. Secondly, that he ihall furren- 
der his own lawful inheritance and perfonal 
eftate into the hands of the Lord Fitz-Owen, 
in truft for his fons, who are his heirs of blood. 
Thirdly, that he (hall retire into a religious 
houfe, or elfe quit the kingdom in three months 
time; and, in either 'cafe, thofe who enjoy his 
fortune (hall allow him a decent annuity, that 
he may not want the comforts of life. By the 
laftldifable him from the means of *doing fur- 
ther mifohief, and enable him to devote the 
remainder of his days to penitence. .Thefe are 
my propofals, and I give him four and twenty 
hours to confider of them ; if he refufes to 
compFy with them, I (hall be obliged to pro- 
ceed to feverer meafures, and to a public 
jprofecutipn : But the goodnefs of the Lord 
Fitz*Owen bids me expe£^ from his influence 
with his brother, a compliance with propofals, 
ma^e out of rcfpefl to his honourable charaAer. 

N 4 Lord 
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Lord Graham apf^audcd the bumaiiily, pn»« 
dence^ and piety of Sir Philip's propofals. Vk 
enforced them with all bis influence aUdekn 
quence^ Lord Clifford feconded him ^ and thi 
reft g^ve tokens of approbation. Sir Robert 
i^itz^wen then rofe up— I beg leave to eb« 
&rve to the company^ who are going to diC- 
pok fo genefoufly of another man's property^ 
that my father purchafed the caftle and- eftate 
of the houfc of Lovel j who is to repay hifH 
the money for it 2 

Sir Philip then fiiid^ I have a(fi» a qneffeion 
to adc. Who is to pay the lorears of my ward's 
eftate^ which be has unjufily been kept out of 
theft one and twenty years i Let Lord Clifford 
anfwer to both poiais^ for he is not intcrefted 
in either ?-^Lord CHffbcd fmikd.-^I thinky re^ 
tumed he, the fivft queffilon is anfweied by the 
ieoond) and that the parties concerned fliouldftt 
one againft the otber^ efpeeially as Lord Fita^ 
Owen's children will inherit the fortune^ which 
includes the purchafe-ainney. Locd .Grabant 
faid| this determination is both equitabll: and 
generous, and I hope will anfwer the expedattoac 
on all fidesk — I have another propofal to tfiaki 
to my Lord Fits-Owen, faid Sir Philif} ; but 
t firft wait for the acceptance of tbofe already 
inade.— Lord Fitz-Owen replied^ I (ball report 

them 
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them to my hrother, and acquaint die company 
iftrith his refolution to«morrow. 

They then feparated ; and the Baroo^ with bit 
{bns, returned to the fick man's chamber ^ there 
he exhorted his brother^ with the pietj 0f k 
conftflbf, to repent of his fins and make atone* 
ment for them. He made known Sir Pfailip'a 
propofalS) and obferved on the wonderfkl dif- 
covery of his crime^ and the puni&ment that 
followed it. Your repentance, continued he» 
may be accepted, and your crime may yet be 
pardoned : If you continue refraSory, and re^ 
fufe to make atonement, you will draw down 
upon you a fevercr punifhment. The criminid 
Would not confefs, and yet could not deny the 
truth and jufticeof his oblervations. The Baron 
fpent feveral hours in his brother's chamber ;. he 
fent for a prieft who took his confeffion, and 
they both fat up with him all night, advifing^ 
perfuading, and exhorting him to do juftice^ 
and to comply with the propofals. He was un* 
willing to give up the w<^rld, and yet more (o 
to become the 6hjc& of public fhame^ difgtace^ 
and puniflittieht; 

The next day Lord Fit2-0wen fummoned 
the company into his brother's chamber, and 
there declared, in his name, that he accepted 
Sir Philip Harday^s propofals i that if the young 
man eould, aS he promiftd, diteft thtm to the 

places 
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places won his parents were buried, and if bit 
birth (hottld be authenticated by his fofler pa- 
rents, he (hould be acknowledged the heir of 
the hottfe of LoveL That, to be certified of 
diefe things, they muft commlffion proper per- 
fons to go with him for this pu^rpofe ; and, in 
cafe the thith fhouM be made plain, they (hould 
immediately put him in pofTeflion of the caftle 
and eftate, in the ftate it was. He dftflred Lord 
Graham and Lord CilfFord to choo(e the com- 
miffioners, and gave Sir Philip and Edmund a 
right to add to them, each, anptber perfon. . 

Lord Graham named the eldeft fon of Lord 
Clifford; and the other, in return, named his 
nephew; they'alfo chofe the prieft. Lord 
Graham's confeflbr, and the eldeft fon of Baron 
Fitz-Owen, to his great mortification. Sir 
Philip appointed Mr. William Fitz-Owen, and 
Edmund named father Ofwald ; they chofe out 
die feryants to attend them, who were alfo.to 
be witpefles of all that fhould pafs. Lord Clif- 
ford propofed to Baron Fitz-Owen, that as foon, 
^ as the commiffioners were fet out, the remain- 
der of the company ihould adjourn to his feat 
in Cumberland, whither Lord Graham ihot|!d 
be invited to accompany them, and to flay 
till this afiair was decided. After fome debate, 
this was agreed tO| and, at the fame time, that 

the 
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At criminal fliould be kept with them till every 
thing was properly fettled. 
- Lord Fitz-Owen gave his fon William the 
charge to receive and entertain the commif- 
fioners at the caftle: But before they fetout^ 
Sir Philip had a conference with Lord Fitz- 
Owen concerning the furrender of the Caftle^' 
in which he infifted on the furniture and ftock 
of the farm, in confideration of the arrears. Lord 
Fitz-Owen flightly mentioned the young man's 
education and' expences. Sir Philip ahfwered. 
You are right, my Lord ; I had not thought of 
ibis point ; we owe you in this refpe<% more 
than we can ever repay: But you know not 
half the refpeA and affedion Edmund bears for 
you. When reftitution of his title and fortune 
are fully .made, his happinefs will fttll depend 
on you. — How on me? faid the Baron.— Why 
ke will not be happy unlefs you honour him 
with your notice and efteem ; but this is not 
alll, I muft hope that you will do fttll more 
for him.— Indeed* faid the Baron ; he has put 
my regard for him to a fevere proof, what fur- 
ther can he expedl from me i—My dear Lord 
be not offended, I have only one more propo- 
ial to make to you ; if you refufe it, I can allow 
for you} and I confefs h requires a greatnefs of 
mind, but not more thatH you pofiefs, to grant 
it.— * Well, Sir, fpcak your demandf— Say rather 

my 
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my itqtiefty Icjs thia: Ceife to look upon 
£dinund as the enemy of yoor Ixoufe | look 
ufotk him u a foo, ami make him fe ifidced I— « 
How fay you. Sir Philip ? my fan {-^Yes, my- 
Lord j give him your daughters He is already 
your fon in filial afefiion I your fon William 
and he are IWoriv brothers t what remains balr 
to make him yours ? He deferves fuch a parent^ 
you fuch a Ibn; and you wtU^ by this meanSy 
ingraft into your family^ the name^ title and 
eftate of Lorel, which will be entailed on 
your poflerity for ever* This offer requifd 
much confideMion, returned the Baron*-^ 
Sttfier me to fuggrft fome hints to you, faid Sir 
Philip* This match is, J think, verily poinDsd 
out by providence, which hath condu£ted the 
dear boy duough fo many dangers, and brooght 
him within view of his happlneis ; look on him 
as the precious rdick of a noble houfe, the foa 
of my deareft friend ! or look on him as my £>» 
and heir, and let me, as his father, implore you 
to confent to his marriage with your daughter* 
The Baron's heart was touched, he turned 
away his face^- Oh Sir Philip Harday, what 
a friend are you I why ihouM fuch a man be our 
enemy ?....i.«-My Lord, faid Sir Philip^ we are 
not, cannot be enemies : our hearts are already 
allied $ and I am certain we (hall one day be 
dear friends. The Baron fupprel&d his emo* 

tions 
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tioni, but Sir Phjllp faw into his heart. I 

muftconfult my eM^ftTon, returned he ^Then 

tepliwl Sir Philip, I forefee much ,lifEeulty* 
he is prejudiced againft Edmund, and thinb the 
reftitution of his inheritance on injuiy to your 
femHy: Hereafter he will fee this ellianteina 
diierent lig^t, and will n-joice that fucb a bro- 
ther is added to the femily • but, at piefent, he 
wiH fet his fkoe againft it. Howem, we will 
*ot de^ir { virtMe and refolutien will fumiount 
all obfta^s. Let me call in youijg Lord. 

He brought Edmund to the Baron, anlf ac* 
^uwnted him with the propofid he had been 
""kttig in his name, my Lord's anftrers, and the 



^.^......w .«, .caiea on tne part of Sir Robert. 

Sdaiund taieeled to die Baron, he took his hand 
and pum it to his lips. Beft of men f of pa- 
watt f of patroasrf faid he, I will ever be your 
*» « «i»l aAdion, whether I hare the ho- 
aour to be legally fo or m,t j «ot one of your 
«W» «hi!d«n can feel a fbonger fenft of W 
and duty.-Tell me, feid the Baron, do you 
low my daughter ?-I do, my Lord, with the 
«eft ardent afkStioa j I never loved any wo- 
wanbuthorj and if tarn fo unfortunate as to 
be refufed her, I will not marry atall. Oh, my 
Lord, rejca not my honefl fuit f Your alliance 
tm give ne conftquence with myfelf, it will 
MOM. ne to aft worthy of the ibtion to which 
1 m exalted , if you rcfufe me, I fljall feem an 

4 »bjea 
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abje& vPTetchy dtfdained by tbofe whom my 
heart chimB relation to: Your femily are this 
whole world to me. Give me your lovely 
daughter ! give me alfo your fon, my beloved 
Wlllia9i ! and let me ihare with them the for- 

« 

tune providence beftoWs upon me : But .what is 
title or fortune^ if I am deprived of the fociety of 
thofellpve? 

Edmund, faid the.Baron, you have a noble 
frieiid, but you have a'ftronger in my hearty 
which I think was implanted there by Heaven 
t^ aid its own purpofes: I feel a variety of 
emotions of different kinds^ and am afraid to 
truft my own heart with you. But anfwcr me 
a queftion ; Are you afluKd of my daughter's 
confent? have you folicited her favour? have 
foil gained her aiFedions ? — Never, my L(M'd ! I 
am incapable of fo bafe an a£bion : I have loved 
her at an humble diftance; but, |n my fituation, 
jfliould have thought it a violation of all tht ' 
laws of gratitude and hofpitality, to have pre- 
fumed to fpeak the fentjmetits of my heart;* 
—-Then you have aSed v^ith unqiieftionable 
honour on this, and I muft fay on all other oc- 
cafions. — Your approbation, my Lord, is the 
firft wifli of my life ; it is the feal of my ho * ' 
nour and happinefs. 

Sir Philip fmiled: My Lord Fitz-Owen, I' 
iun jealous of Edmund's preferable regard Ibr 

yo0. 
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you, it is juft the £ame now as formerly. Ed- 
mund came to Sir Philip, he threw himfelf into 
his arms, he wept, he was overpowered with 
the feelings of his heart ; he prayed to Heaven 
to ftrengthen his mind to fupport his inexprefi- 
fible fenfations. I am overwhelmed with obIi« 
gation ! faid he ; Oh, beft of friends, teach me^ 
like you, to make my adions (peak for me I-— 
Enough Edmund ; I know your heart, and that 
is my fecurity. My LoKd, fpeak to him, and 
bring him to himfelf by behaving coldly to him 
if you can. The Baron faid, I muft not truft 
myfelf with you, you make a child of me ! I 
will only add. Gain my fon Robert's favour, and 
be aflfured of mine : 1 owe fome refped to the 
heir of my family, he is brave, honeft, and fin* 
cere ; your enemies are feparated from him, you 
have William's influence in your behalf; make 
one eflibrt, and let me know the refult. Edmund 
kified his haad in tranfports of joy and gratitude. 
•-I will not lofe a moment, (aid he j I fly to 
obey your commands. 

. Edmund went immediately to his friend WiU 
liam, suid related all fhat had pafled between 
the Baron, Sir Philip, and himfelf. WilliaHI 
ptomifkd him his intereft in the warmeft man^- 
ner : He recapitulated all that had pafled in the 
Caftle fince his departure ; but he guarded his 
fifter^s delicacy, till it ihould be refolved to 

give 
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gm way to bis addrefs. They both confulted 
voting CliSbrd, who had conceived an affedtioji 
4o Edmund for his amiabte qualities^ and t0 
WUIiaoi for his generous friendflijp for hini* 
He promifed them his affiftance, as Sir Robert 
Usemed dcfirous to cultivate bis friend(l|ip. Ac- 
cofdinglyy they both attacked him ivith the whole 
artillery of friendfliip and perfuafion* CHiFoi^ 
urged the merits of "Vi^dpiund, and the advan^ 
fa^ of bis alliance : William enforced his ar<- 
gum^nts by a retrofpect of £dii|und'$ paft lift? ; 
9n,d obl^rvi^d, that ever^ pbftacle thrown in bi^ 
fvay, faiui brought his energies to ibame, and 
Increaf^ of honour tp himftlf. I fiiy notbinj^ 
Continued he, of his noble qyalities and ^Sfecr 
tionate beart ; tfaofe who have beei> fo maiiy 
y^ars his companions, ci^q want np prpofii of it»-rp 
We kppw your atlacb^M^nt to him Sir, fjii^ Stf 
Robert : apd^ in cpnfequex^c^, yourparp^ityr*^ 
Nay, replied WillUm^ ypu are fenilble of ths 
truth of my aflertions; and* ) ^m. ^rpufideatf 
WOMld h^ve Ipycd hw yoiirfclf,,' b^j for tb« in- 
jinuatiops of bis rni^mie^ : But if be (hpttld m9k^ 
^oo4 his ail^rtionsy evan youpiuft \>e q&nvinsH 
of his vej^city.T^An^ yi^u ^i^ouid hxvp my hr 
thpr give bim yOMf fi^^ upon tbU MM^rtiipty i 
-r-Jfc, Sir, b»t upon tbpfe ^Qa4i49ffa«"-*8Mt 
fuppofe be does not nuke th^m gpqid tt^Thcft 
I will be of your party, and give up his intereft. 

—Very 



•^V£r> yt\U sit; ihy tzMi mi^ i6 t^ lie 
pieafe^ I hilt t tafitiot agree to ghb my fitter to 
one who has aH^ip ftodd in the wajrof beiHa^ 

Ihily, ind now turhs us but Of Our own Houfe. 

I am (brry, bfotKer^ you fee his pretehfions in 
fo wrong ^ light i but if ybd think thei-6 js any 
impofture iH th<c cafe, go with lis, ai>d b(K a 
Witntfs of all that pafes ?— No, not t ! l^ id- 
mund Is to be mafti?r of th6 Caftle, I will nqiver 
tnore ftt my foot in iL— This matter, ;faid Mr. 
ClifFord, thiid be left to time^ which has 
brought ftranger things to pafs. Sir fi.olbert^s 
honour and good fehfe will enable him to {lib- 
due his prejudices, and to judge impartially* 
They took lestve, knd tiTerft td thake prepara- 
tions fot their journey. 

Edmund made his tk:part of Sit Robert's iii- 
ftexibility to his father^ in prefenceof Sir Philips 
who, again, ventured to urge the j^aron oh hh 
favourite fubjcft; It bettohies me to wait for 
the further proofs, faid he ; but if they are as 
clear as I expeft, I will not be inexorablt; to 
your virifties : Say nothing more on this fobjeA 
till the fetarn of thfe cbmmlfliohers. They 
were profafe in their acknowledgments of his 
goodnef^. 

Edmund took a tender leave of his two pa* 
ternal friends : When, faid he, I take poflef- 
fion of my iilhcritance, I muft hope for the 

O company 
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company of you both to compleat iny bappi-^ 
aefs.— Of me, faid Sir Philip, you may fec^V.- 
taln; and, as far as my influence reaches, of^^bp. 
Baron.*— He was filent. Edmund afTured tbeip 
of his conftant prayers for their happinefs. 

Soon after, the commiffioners, with Edmund^ 
fet.out for Lovel Caftlej and the following dajr. 
the Lord Clifford fet out for his own houfe, witU 
Baron Fitz-Owen and his fon. The nominal 
Baron was carried with them, very much 
againfl his will. Sir Philip Barclay was invited, 
to go with them by Lord Clifford, whodeclarjB^ 

bis prefence necefTary to bring things to .a. 
conclufion. They all joined in acknowledging 
their obligations tdi I«ord Graham's genei:ow 
hofpitality, and belbught him to accompany 
them; at length he>CQnfented, on conditloi^ 
they would allow him to go to and fro, as bi& 
duty (bould call him* 

Lord Clifford received them with the greatcft 
hofpitality, and prefented them to his Lady and 
three daughters, who were in the bloom of 
youth and beauty. They fpent their time vec|r 
pleafantly, excepting the crigninal, who, cfu^fm 
tinned gloomy and referved, and decli||{;4 
company. ' 

. In the mean time the commif&oners pro^ 
x:eeded on their journey. When they were with- 
in a day's diftance from the Caftle, Mr, Williafu 

and 
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tni his fervarit put forward, and arrived feveral 
hours before the reft, to make preparations fot 
their reception. His filler and brother received 
tfsem with open arms, and enquired eagerly 
after the event of the journey to the north. 
Ife gave them a brief account of every thing 
that had happened to their uncle ; adding, but 
this is ngx all : Sir Philip Barclay has brought 
a young man» whom he pretends is the fon of 
the late Lord Lovel, and claims his eftate and 
tilte*. This perfon is on his journey hither, 
with iTeveral others who are commiffioned to 
enquire into certain particulars, to Confirm his 
pretenfions :«— If he make good his claim, my 
fttber will furrender the Caftle and eftate into 
his hands. Sir Philip and my Lord have many 
points to fettle ; and he has propoied a com* 
promtie that you, my fifter, ought to know, 
becaufe it nearly concerns you. — Me ! brother 
William } pray explain yourfelf?-^Why, he 
propofes that in lieu of arrears and other ex* 
pedations, my father (hall give his dear Emma 
to the heir of Lovel, in full of all demands.—- 
She changed colour : Holy Mary ! faid flie ; and 
does iny father agree to this propofal ?— *He is 
not very averfe to it; but Sir Robert refufes his 
confent : However, I have given him my intereft 
with you. — Have you indeed ? What ! a ftranger , 
perhaps an impoftor, who cqmes to turn us put 
of our dwelling ?-— Have patience, my Emma] 

O 2 fc9 



^ Th£ <^LD EN<SLISH BARON: 

tBc this yoting ihan liritbeuf prqudiee^ ttaS'ften 
h^ps jotx Witt K^e Him a» well as I do;^^I Mai6m» 
pr\M at j6tt^ WHIiani l-^Dfear Emmz^ I wa^ 
not bear to fee you uneaff • Tirink df the msil 
w}io of in others yoii W6UM Wtti to fte ill •< 
iituaitian t» aflc ytm of yoUr fcltber, ^d ixptStid 
feeyonrt^iflies rhtKxed.—IntiAiffiUe! faiafte.^ 
Nothing 18 ItHrpofflbte, niy iesit; let i^bt |fttM 
Heiiti and ail will end happily* You mttft feelj^ 
hie td ^eivfc and eritertaih thete coAuKidloit-: 
ers. I expert a v^ry foiemn feene f but wheii 
that is otioe got over^ happier hoorl cbad die 
paft will facetted. We fliair firft vifit tht teiutitttl 
iit)ftrtcfftfnl^, ydu^ tny Rtlkti will kfep in ybUr ii)»A 
til! I flidll fend for y<m. I g^ hoW ta ght otdak 
16 the ftfvints« He W^tit and 6rderM theift 
to be in waiting ; and himfelf; and his yoiidgeft 
brother^ ftdod iti readinefs to receive th^m. 

The found of the horn announced the aflrifa! 
of the cofiimiffioners; at the fame inftaat a fud- 
den guft of wind arofe^ and the outward ^ites 
ilew open. They enterbd the court-yaiti^, smi 
the great folding doors into <he hall, were opened 
witbdut any aiBftance. The moliietit £tttiim€ 
entered the hdl^ every ^oor in thehonfeiMr 
<>peti ; the fervatits rail ruflied into the bidl^ttid 
I9s»r was written on their countenances z Jik 
fephohly Was undaunted. Tbefe doors^ Aid 
h$^ open of thehr ^9Wn accord to leceive their 

naftcr « 
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a^^ r till* js ^ ]n4f»dl7T^S^9HlA^ a«r^r few* j»iv 

^viieii ! f^iflli)^ ' ^entlfimcny l«t us -go ftirwiurd 

pMlui af^itinant J Itt lu fini^kithdirorkof .£itsj 

i wiU k^A ^ fvajr. He WKSni o» tdithje afortr 

n^ot, feUf^wtfl hjr 411 pttdrnt; Open tbe ftntf- 

$e^5, find be^ the dty^igbt Ihall 'tukUmjpi'itt 

txdudcd heve ; tko didls of isLrloaUB Aall iu»Sir 

be brought to light. • ' r - "^ 

( They iefeenckid ibe fturcaii ; eieiiy docir 

#a8'optli^ till.t^y came 16 fite^fMal «lo^. 

Edmund called t© Mr. William : Ajiproach, my 

friend^ and* bchdd^'thc' door ifoixt family over- 

ii)6fecdl Th«y came foi-wrd ; heyrevr the1c< 

cmt of hii bofiHn- and utihdcked'^'e door^ 

made them iobftnre that the b^^rds were vSl 

ieok ; lie theff eriled to «he feiyants, and bid 

khrai remove eirory thing out of the clofer. 

While they were doing this, £dsHihd fliewed 

them the breaft-plate allftaij^ed With Mood; 

ht Am called to^<Aph : Do jqif ^ku^w \Xiok 

'w9B Hut Atit of armour f — «lt was :my -Lord's, 

Md Joftph ; the late Lqrd Lovel j I hate feeli 

. a £djnpi|i h94eih«iii br^g Aovpls and remove 
Ijhle wrii* While tfajcy were gone, he defired 
X9(w9lil<to mqpeat all that pailed -die night th^ 
4( Uf 4<J8Stber .iq that aparmient, which be 

^ did till the fervants returned. . They threw out 

O 3 the 
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the earth, while the bye-ftanders in toltinh fi- 
lehce waited die event. After fMfe time mi 
labour they ftnick againft fdmetliing. • Tiiif 
proceeded till they difcovered a lai|;e tMrit) 
which with fome difficulty they 4rew out* ^t 
had been corded round, hot' the cords were 
lotted to duft. They opened it,, and found a 
flceleton whicfa appeared to have been tied neck 
and beibis together, and forc^ into the triifdt. 
Bei^old, hiA Edmund, the bones of him to 
wteHn I owe my Wrth ! The prteft ftom Loid 
Graham's advanced,— Thfs: is undoubledly the 
body of the Lord Lqifel ; I heard l|i9 kiafman 
confefs the manner in wbicli \ie waa intarftd« 
Let this awful fpeAacle be a leflbn to all pre* 
fent, that thpHgh wiclcedpeis may triumph for 
a feafon, a day of retributim will cotkt ! '0£> 
wald excUimed-^Bebold the day of retributtonl 

of triumph to the innocent> of Ibame and con^ 
fufion to the wicked, ^ 

The young gentlemen declared that Edmtind 
had Qiade good his afiertions ; what then, (aid 
tbey» remaii^s i I propofe, faid Lord ' Qra^ailA 
prieft, that an account be written of this diltMt 
very, and figned by all the witnefl^ pr^itfit^ 
that an attefted copy be left in the hands df tftfs 
gentleman, and the original be fent to thfT^fi^ 
rons and Sir Philip fiarclay, to convmce thi^ 
of the truth of it. 

Mr. 
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> Ml!. Clifibrd then defired Edmund to proceed 

. m hit own way. The firft thing I propofe to 

- do> Jai^l he, is to have a coffin made for thefe 

iMwoured remains s I truft to find the bones of 

my other parent, and to inter them all together 

in confecrated ground. Unfortunate pair ! yoil 

fiiall at laft reft together ! your fon ihall pay the 

laft duties to your a(hes ! He flopped to Qxtd 

tearst, and none prefent but paid this tribute to 

their misfortunes. Edmund recovered his voice 

.and proceeded*^ My next requcft is» that fiuher 

.Ofwald and this reverend father, with whoever 

^Ue the gentlemen (hall appoint, will (end for 

^Andrew and Margery Twyford, and exaoiiiie 

them concerning the circumftances of my birtb» 

aod.the death and burial of my unfortunate nio^ 

ther.— -It (hall be done^ faid Mr. William; but 

:iirft let me intreat you to come with me and 

take fome refre(hment after your journey, for 

you muft be fatigued : After dinner we will pro- 

.ceed in the enquiry. 

They all followed him into the great hall, 
where they were entertained with great hof-- 
pitaUty, and Mr. William did the honours in 
his father's name. Edmund's heart was deeply 
4fieded> and the folemnity of his deportment 
Jborc witnefs to his (incerity ; but it was a manly 
ribrrow, that did not make him negled his dut/^ 
to his friends or himfelf. He enquired after the 

O 4 health 
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WiUiipt «ntf «« mu^ yottf fn€f4 j^ ^j^. j:4^ 

mund bowed in fikfl^e. 

Alit^ dUisier the ic9inf»U&9]|fy!» fe»t fpf All*- 
4 wir Md bis Hrafe. Th^ fSKm^tJa^d Ibroi ii^ii^r 
itf^ly, aj);d found tlidr 9C^oiiiKs»^fs4 feg«^ 
Aer. aad were in fubilbince thie fame as Q(Wald 
and Edmifod bad befora sda^d, &|»aisatcl)f 
alio. Tbe eemmt^miars ehSt^v^^ tbat dicca 
w^H \^ M> c^ttfiQii bft^^een tJiam* dud (M 

4 ifoftar p»tmi9 all «igbCi $ifi4 $h« oey^ ^»y vAat 

* ttiai^Y direftffd ^fm t» tl\pplsLQp wiim (ha Lady 

Lovd 1039 buried., b«hfee« ^wP trct» which ik 

J^ad markisd tar a ^lemorial. They oidlcgEled 

* ilie bones and carried ihem to the Caftle, wfaene 

Edmund caufed a ftately coffin to be tnade.ifer 

t^e remaima of tbe unfortiinace pair. TbfS tfiro 

prkfis obtained leaire to look m tbe icoA^ iHl*? 

xkd in tb/e cbun^fa, and fpund notbing b^i ^aoMf 

and earth in it. Tbe co(9{iiii2^oneiis timh 4^-^ 

clarqd tbey i/tre iyjy ^mbgi^ «! ^ki r«4ar)r of 

Edmund'^ P^en^nfiaBs* 

Tbe two {^rieft^ Vf«re ip|i9plQyf;d in ^tism^ 
^p a circHfn/lgotial acpoun^ of tfa/efe cp'^fHfi^^ 
in order to m^^e ihelr repqp^ tp fhp Paf^Mif ai 
their retufnt In the meati titxie ^n Willi^ 
tpok an 9ppor|;uni^y to intf:odi|pe |)daiup4 to 
hU fiftcr> My Emma, faid he^ tbe bcif of 

t Lovcl 



|::|i^rl U MW¥f to p^y bis rsfpf^^s to y9V^ 
T^bjiy yMr# bock ip api^r«fit coi^fufion i bpt £4t 
9Mia4's worn off, ^i|d £miaa*s iaaDC^((sd* I bfive 
]^% loJig deQpu^y faid bje^ tQ pay my reipe£l3 
t^o tbe Lady w^^om I moft honoiu', but umvoidr 
able duties have <)et^i«(?d q^^^ whei^ fheif^q 
fuJiy p{|id» it is my w\fh to devote the remwn* 
^r of my life to Lady Emma !— Arc you, thpn| 
tbe iusif (of Loypl i—ldfn^ Madgm ; and ^m ^liq 
the m^iff in who& behalf I once i^refujxied tq 
(pc4k.r**Ti5 v.cry &xi^n^ \rid^4 .!— It is fo, Mji- 
4amt to myfelf; but tim^ that reconpiles u$ tA 
^11 tbixigSy will, I hp^e, r^der this change i^ 
my ljt,u^UQO familiar to you. William faidj^ 
you are both well acqu^jpjted with the wi(bef 
of my l^rt; but my ^drk^ i3» th^t you do nut 
encourage a farther iiuifnacy ^ill my Lord's de4 
Icripifiation be fully known. — Ypu may difppl^ 
of me as you pleafe, faid £dq;iiinds but I c^n« 
not Mp 4fcl^nng my wUhes $ yet 1 will fubmijt 
to my Lord's, feotence fhougb he (hould doouj^ 
{netOikfpaLr. 

From this period, the young pair bebav^4 
ftUh folemn refpe£k to each oth^r, but yritl^ 
9{ip9r9nt referve. The young L^l^y f<»?ietimq| 
appeamd in company, but oftener chpfe to bf 
in her owp ^partment^ w)|ere ^e began tp 
belseiKC aind hope for t)ie completion of her 
W^fk^h The uncerti^ii^ of tlpjc finprit^f d,eter« 

minationt 
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rtination, thrcvran air of anxiety over Etfmund't 
face : His friend William, by the moft tender 
care and- attentions, ftrove to difpd his fears^ 
and encourage his hopes ; but he waited with 
impatience for the return of the commiffioners, 
and the decifion 6f his fate* 

While thefe things paffcd at the Caftle of 
Lovcl, the nominal Baron recovered his health 
and ftrcrigth at the houfe of Lord Clifford: In 
ihe fame proportion he grew more and more fby 
and rcfervcd, avoided the company of his bro- 
fber and nephew, and was frequently fcut up 
4rith his two fcfvants. Sir Robert Fit»-Oweti 
ihade fcvcral attempts to gain his confidence, but 
in rain ; he was equally fliy to him as the reft, 
Iftl. Zadifky obfcrvcdliis motions with the peno* 
iration for which his countrymen have been 
diilinguffhed , in all ages : He communicated 
his fufpicions to Sir Philip and the Barona^ 
givmg it as his opinion, that the criminal was 
Iheditattng an efcape. They afked, what he 
thought j/Hras. to be done ? Zadifky ofifered io 
watch him in turn with another perfon, and 
to lye in!\i!lit for him ; he alfo propofed, that 
horfes Ch6uld be kept in readinefs, and mvk 
to mount, then^, without knowledge of the firfw 
vice they were to be employed m. The Baro^ 
agreed to leave the whole management of chia 
affair to 2^diiky. He took his tneafures fo 

well. 



A GOTHIC STORY. i(J3 

^ well, that he intercepted the three fugitives in 
the fields adjoining to the houfe,' and brought 
them all back prifonei^. They confined them 
feparatdy, while the Lords and Gentlemen con- 
fQlted how tOriiirpofe of them. 

Sir Philip applied to Lord Fitz-Owen, who 
begged leave to be filent : I have nothing, fatd 
he, to offer in favour of this bad man ; and I 
cannot prc^fe harlher meafures with fo near 
a relation. Zadiflcj then begged to be heard. 
You can no longer have any reliance upon the 
word of a man who has forfeited sdl pretenfiont 
'to honour and fincerity. I have long wiihed tm 
levifit'once more my native country, and to 
enquire after feme very dear friends I left there; 
2 will undertake to convey thb man to i^ very 
^ftant part of the world, where it will be out of 
Ms power to do further mifchief, and free his 
nlationsfrom an ungrateful charge, unlefi you 
Aould rather chiife to bring him to puniflunent 
here. Losd Clifford approved of the propbfal ; 
Lord Fitz«>Owen remained filent, but ihewed 
no marks of dilapprobation. ' 

Sir>Pbilip objeded to parting witk his friend ; 
Imt Zadiflcy aflured him he had particular rea* 
ftlis for returning to the Holy Land, of which 
ftc Ihould be judge hereafter. Sir Philip defired 
the Lord Fitz-Owen to give him his company 
to the criminal's apactmenty iaying, we vTiH 

hare 
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}H^vfi9fif v/ifiv W»v.crfatiop ^rif^ hhapj SP^J A^ 
^all decide hb jKMe. Tbe^ /ouit^ *hi«i ^cfif 
pd fufliMj, ^d J)fi ipfuM J9 fli^iwr thpir qjnisfr 

proofs you have giy^ qf yo«r Ad|;#Kl4 HQ^ Wt 
jimcpritjr^ Ifirp f?in iff) l^ngpr h^y^ ?pF »P'wcc 
)^p9n yo^^ ppr fajfl| in y9ji|r f¥l611>9g «^f c<HH 

ipQXfi ^alfx yofi fi Bfppo^ tbf^t A^ i^iU lfiw» 
yff^, Jj^d^V^^ ?P ^r c)fi»r%cjrr You « iSiaU W 

niih your&ljf frfifa Eoglmd iiar «yier, smd gp Hi 
ff\ff;im9gfi ^9 tl|fB |}ply Li#d, fHlir AicJ» fiomp*^ 
^01^ ^ V^p Ih;^;] ^poij^ I 9f^ 6«»«U y» y w 
ftalil (Bfitcf 4'^^7 W^ a ^lo^^Airy^ Md Af9l 
teijijitvp ^ li|f5 or, Jlvii4ly, if ypii pi^ 
|9pi}i jthpie^9^S9 ) will S9 Hf^f io Qtm% 
iicow n?yffll"^ ?hc feet of 9)y $pv^rf igp, jwIm 
j)>p .W^ole j|ory of your mc)uBfi life and 
f^p4 ^jnd veflgcance on y^yr ||<fui, 
Xing 13 top gpqd ?a4 pioiM xp j^t %& vUiaffgr 
go Mnpunipie4 j l|e w\\\ *>f iag yqji t^ ptii^Uc 
fcame an{) pupiihipco^ : 4n4 >p y$)| «fl(m(^ 
if 1 begin this profecutipn^ I ^jl) ^ucfue it pf 
t\ie utmi#f ' I 9ppe^} to your wvihg Urpii^r fiwr 
the j uftipe pf «ny proceeding* I feafon tiq fOfit/Bf 
with .yop» I on*y dedarc my iefolqtJ9(i. I yf^if 
ypur ftnffTfar on^ hour, and the ne|ct { put i# 
e^ecutiqn wM^c you fli^l o^ljg^ ^jnfi K9 4^ 
|6ffnip^. S^ %ing tliey retice(l> ^nd left bif9 

to 



t9 rtih$£l itti^ t6 kfolv^. At tM ek^irain»i tf 
the hditt ih€y fent 2adi(ky to rliceiveliis ihr#ir ; 
hfc iiifiKtIifted to hith the getierdfity arid fcbirltj^ 
•f Sir PKilip «tid the Lords, tnA thk ttttAihtf 
of thisir refdlutiom, «}d begged Mm to tate trflrri 
whik mfwer he returned^ for t&t his fate d6^ 
pehdcd on it. H^ kept filent iki^end minutes^ 
lefetitment and defpair were painted on his VH 
iage ; at length he ipoke : 

Tell mj proud enemies that I prefer baiiifli-i 
nent to death, infamy) or a lift of folitiide.*^ 
You have cfaofen well^ faid Zodiflcj. To t 
wife man all co^intries ire alike ; it fiiall be my 
care -to inake mine agreeable to yott.-*Are you^ 
then^ the perfen chofen for mjr codipimion f— s* 
I am. Sir; and you may judge by that icltcum- 
ftance^ that thofe ^om you call your enemi^s^ 
are not b in effed. Farewel, Sir ; I go to prb* 
pare for our departure* 

Zadiiky went and made his report, and then 
tet immediately about his preparations. Efe 
chofe two adive young men for his attendants ; 
and gave them dir^ions to ktop tk ftKd eye 
upon thetr charge, for that they Ihould be ac^ 
countable; if he ihould efcape them. 

In the m^an time the Baron Fttz-Oiveh had 
leveral conferences with his brother; he en- 
tkavoured to make him lehfible of his crimes, 
and of the juftice and clemency of his Con- 
queror I 
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^lidfOTj but he was moody and reierved to him 
as to the reft. Sir Philip Harclay obliged him 
to furrender hiB worldly eftates into the hands 
of Lord Fit2»0wen : A writing was drawn up 
for that piirpofe, and executed \A the prefence 
of th^ ilK Lord Fitz-Owen engaged to allow 
htm an annual fum, and to advance money for 
the expences of his voyage. He fpoke to him 
in the nioft afiefiionate manner, but he refu<* 
led hisetiibrace : You will have nothing to re- 
gret, faid he, haughtily ; for the gain is 3r6urs* 
Sir Philip conjured Zadilky to return to him 
again ; who anfwered, I will either return, or 
give fuch reafons for my ftay^ as you ihall ap* 
prove. 1 will fend a mcflen^r to acquaint ydu 
with my arrival in Syria, and with fuch other ' 
particulars as I (hall judge interefting to you 
and yours. In the mean time remember me in 
your prayers, and preferve for me thoTe fenti* 
ments of friendfliip and efteem, that I haveaU' 
ways deemed one of the chief honours and blef- 
fings of my life.— ^Commend my love and duty 
to your adopted fon ; he will more than fupply 
my abfence, and be the comfort of your old age. 
Adieu, beft and nobleft of friends !--*They took 
a tender leave of each other, not without tears 
oa both fides. . ■ - * 

The travellers fet out diredly for a diftant fe^* 
port, where they heard of a ihip bound for the 

Levant, 
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I e?ant» in which they embarked and proceeded 
on their- voyage. 

. The Cooimiffioners arrived at Lord Clifford!! 
a few days after the departure of the adventurers. 
They gave a minute account of their commiifiot^ . 
and exprefTed themfelves entirely fatisfied of tte 
juftice of Edmund's pretenfions; they gave an 
account in writing of all that they had been eye- 
witnefs to, and ventured to urge the Baron 
Fitz-Owen on the fubj^A of Edmund's wiflies* 
The Baron was already difpofed in his favour,; 
his mind was employed in the future eftablilb** 
ment of his family* During their refideoce at 
Lord Clifford's, his eldeft Ton Sir Robert had 
cad his eye upon the eldeft daughter of that 
nobleman, and be oefought his father toalk her 
in marriage for him. The Baron was pleafed 
with the alliance, and took the firft opportunity 
to mention it to Lord ClifFord ; who anfwered 
him, pleafantly, I will give my daughter to your. 
fon, upon condition that you will give yours 
to the Heir of Lovel. The Baron jooked fe- 
rious : Lord Clifford went on-*-I like that young 
0un fo well, that 1 would accept him for a fon- 
in«Iaw, if he aiked me for my daughter ; arid if 
I have any influence with you I will ufe it in 
hit behalf. — A powerful folicitor indeed ! faidf 
the Baron ; but you know my eldeft Ton's re-* 
luftance to it ; if he confents, fo will I. — He 

ft all- 
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ilbltl ton&ttt, fiii lord Cfilfo^d, or h^ dull 
have no daughter of mine. Let him fubdue his 
prejudices, and then I will lay afide thy [ct\xp\es^' 
•^Btit, tny Lord, replied the Baron, if I cah 
obtain bis free conibbt, it viriR^be the beft for 
all :* I will try once moi-e, and it he witl not, t 
will leave it wholly to your management. 

Whe/i the noble Company wefe all ailembled) 
Sir Philifi Harclay revived the fubjed, and be- 
fought the Lord Fitz-Ow^n to put an end to 
the work he had begun, by confirming £d« 
mund'js happinefs. The Baron rofe up, and thus, 
fpoke : The proofs of Edmund's noble birth^ 
the ftill ftronger ones of his excellent endow- 
ments and qualities, the folicitations of fo many 
noble friends in his behalf, have altogether de* 
termined me in his favour i and I hope to do 
juflice to his merit, without detriment to my 
other children : I am refolved to make them aU 
as happy as my power will allow me to do. 
Lord Clifford has been fo gracious to promife 
his fair daughter to thy fon Robert, upon cer- 
tain conditions, that I will take upon me to ra- 
tify, and which will render ray fon worthy of 
the happinefs that awaits him. My children 
are the undoubted heirs of my unhappy brother^ 
Lovel ; you, my fon, (hall therefore immedi- 
ately take poiTeflion of your Uncle's houfe and 
eftate, only obliging you to pay to eath of your 

younger 
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younger brothers, the Aim of one thoufand 
pounds; on this condition I will fecure that 
eftate to you and your heirs for ever. I will by 
my own a£t and deed furrender the Cafile and 
eftate of Lovel to the right owner, and at the 
fame time marry him to my daughter. I will 
fettle a proper allowance upon my two younger 
fons, and difpofe of what remains by a will and 
teftament; and then I (hall have done all^ tny 
bufinefs in this world, and ihall have nothing to 
do but prepare for the next. 

Oh my father! faid Sir Robert, I cannot 
bear your generofity ! you would give away all 
to others, and referve nothing for yourfelf.— - 
Not fo, my fon, faid the Baron : I will repair 
my old caftle in Wales, and reiide there. I 
will viik my children, and be vifited by them ; 
I will enjoy their happinefs, and by that means 
ia<;re^fe my own ; whether I look backwards or 
forwards I Ihall have nothing to do but rejoice, 
and be thankful to Heaven that has given me 
^ many bleffings : I (hall have the comfortable 
rcfledlion of having difcharged my duties as a 
citizen, a hufband, a father, a friend ; and^ 
whenever I am fummoned away from this world, 
I fhall die content. 

Sir Robert came forward with tears on his 
cheeks, he kneeled to his father — Beft of parents, 
and of men ! faid he, you have fubdued a heart 

' P that 
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that has been too rcfrsi&ory to your will ; you' 
have this day made me fenfible how much I owe 
to your goodneis and forbearance with me. 
Forgive me all that is paft, and from hencefor- 
ward difpofe of me J I will have no will but' 
yours, no ambitioh but to be worthy of the 
name of your fon.— And this day, faid the Ba-' 
ron, do I enjoy the true happinefs of a father f 
Rife, my fon, and take pofleffion of the firfF 
place in my affedion without referve. They 
embraced with tears on both fkles : The com* 
j»any rofe, and congratulated both fiither and 
fon. The Baron prefented his fim to Lor<f 
Clifford, who embraced him, arid ikid. You ftiall 
have my daughter, for I fee thiat you defenre 
her. 

Sir Philip Harclay approached; the Baron 
;gavte his fon's hand to the knight r<— >Love and 
tefpeGt that good man, fatd he; deferve hi» 
ffiendihip, and you will obtain it* Nothing 
but congratulations were heard on all fides. 

When their joy was in fome degree reducaf 
to compofure. Sir Philip propofed that they 
ihould begin to execute the fchemes of happineff 
they had planned. He propofed that my Lord 
Fitz-Owen ihould go with him to the Caftle of 
Lovel, and fettle the family there. The Baron 
confented ; and both together invited fuch of 
the company as liked it, to accompany them 
3 thither. 
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thither. It was agreed that a nephew of Lord 
Graham's, another oJF Lord Cliilord's, two 
Gentlemen^ friends of Sir Philip Harclay, and 
father Ofwald, fliould be of the party ; together 
with feveral of Sir Phih*p^s dependants and do- 
meftics, and the attendants on the reft. Lord 
Fitz-Owen gave orders for their fpeedy depar* 
ture. Lord Graham and his friends took leave 
of them, in order to return to his own home $ 
but before he went, he engaged his eldeft ne*^ 
t>hew and heir to the fecond daughter of the 
Lord Clifford: Sir Robert offered himfelf to 
the eldeft, who modeftly received his addrefs^ 
and made no objection to his propofaU The 
fathers confirmed their engagement. 

Lord Fitz-Owen promifed to return to the 
celebration of the marriage $ in the mean time 
he ordered his fon to go and take pofleffion of 
his Uncle's houfe, and to fettle his household : 
He invited young Cliflbrd, and fome othef 
Gentlemen, to go with him. The company 
feparated with regret, and with many promifes 
of friendfhip on all fides $ and the Gentlemen 
of the North were to cultivate the good neigh* 
bourhood on both fides of the borders. 

Sir Philip Harclay and the Baron Fitz-Owen, 
With their friends and attendants, fet forwards 
for the Caftle of Lovel ; a fervant went before^ 
at full fpeed) to acquaint the family of their 

P 2 approach. 
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approach. Edmund was in great anxiety at 
mind, now the crifis of his fate was near. a| 
hand : He enquired of the meflenger, who wer« 
of the party ? and finding that Sir Philip Har-* 
clay was there, and that Sir Robert Fitz^Owen 
llaid in the North, his hopes rofe above hii 
fears. Mr. .William, attended by a fervant, 
rode forward to meet them ; he defired Edmund 
to ftay and receive them. Edmund was under 
fome difficulty with regard to his behaviour to 
the iQvely Emma ; a thoufand times his heart 
rofe to his lips, as often he fupprelled his emo- 
tions ', they both fighed frequently, faid little, 
thought much, and wifhed for the event* Maf« 
ter Walter was too young to partake of their 
anxieties, but he wiihed for the arrival of his fa- 
ther to end them. 

Mr. William's impatience (purred him on to 
meet his father; as foon as he faw him, he 
rode up dire£lly to him : My dear father, you 
are welcome bome ! faid he. — I think not. Sir, 
faid the Baron, and looked ferious.— ^Why fo 
tny Lord i faid William. — Becaufe it is no 
longer mine, but another man's home, anfwer- 
ed he, and I muft receive my welcome from him. 
Meaning Edmund ? faid William. — Whomelfc 
can it be i — Ah, my Lord ! he is your creature, 
your fervant, he puts his fate into your bands, 
and will fubmtt to your pleafure in all things ! 

9 —Why 
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A^Why comes he not to meet us i faid the Ba- 
fon.**-His fears prevent him, faid William; 
but fpeak the word, and I will fetch him ?— No, 
faid the Baron, we will wait on him.-^Wil- 
liam looked confufed : Is Edmund fo unfortu* 
nate, faid he, as to have incurred your difplea- 
fure ? Sir Philip Harclay advanced, and laid his 
hand on William's faddle — Generous impatience ! 
noble youth ! faid he ; look round you, and fee 
if you can difcover in this company one enemy 
#f your friend ? Leave to your excellent father 
the time and manner of explaining himfelf ; he, 
only, can do juftice to his own fentiments. The 
Baron fmiled on Sir Philip : William's counte- 
nance cleared up ; they went forward, and foon 
arrived at the Caftle of Lovel. 
f Edmund was walking to and fro in the hall, 
^ when be heard the horn that announced their 
atrival ; his emotions were fo great that he could 
hardly fupport them. The Baron and Sir Phi- 
lip entered the hall hand In hand ; Edmund 
threw himfelf at their feet and embrace^ their 
knees, but could not utter a word. They 
rwfed him between them, and ftrove to en- 
courage, him; but he threw himfelf into the 
arms of Sir Philip Harclay, deprived of ftrength, 
and almoft of life. They fupported him to a 
feat, where he recovered by degrees, but had 
no power to fpeak his feelings ; he looked up to 

P 3 his 
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-his Benefa^ors in the moft affe£tipg manner, 
^e laid his hand upon bis bofom, t^ut was fiiU 
£]ent. Cofnpofe yourfelf, my dear fon, faid Sir 
Philip ; you are in the arms of your beft friends, 
(iOok up %o the happinefs that awaits you, en- 
Joy the blefBngs that Heaven fends you; lift 
up your heart in gratitude tp the Creator, and 
think lefs of what you owe to the creature I 
You will have time enough to pay us your ac- 
knowledgments hereafter. 

The contpany came round tbemi the fervants 
flocked into the hall, fliouts of joy Wiere heard 
on all fides ; the Baron came and took Edmund's 
hand : Rife, Sir, faid he, and do the honours 
pf your boufe 1 it is yours from this day : We 
are your guefts, and expe6l from you our wel- 
come I Edp^und kneeled to the Baron, he fpoke 
with a faltering voice — My Lord, I am yours ! 
all that I have is at your devotion I difpofe of 
me as it pleaf^ you beft. The Baron embraced 
him with the greateft aflPe£Uon: Look rqund 
you, faid he, and falute your friends $ tbefis 
Gentlemen came hither to do you honour* .£d« 
mund revived, he embraced and welcomed *the 
Gentlemen. Father Ofwald received bis em- 
brace with peculiar afie&ion, and gave himr his 
benediAion in a moft affeAing manner: -Ed- 
mund exclaimed— Pray for me, father \ that I 
may bear all thefe bleffings with gratitode and 

QVide« 
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^moderation ! He then faluted and fhook hands 
with all the fervants, not omitting the meaneft; 
be diftinguilhed Jofeph by a cordial embrace^ 
he called him his dear friend : Now, faid he, I 
can return your friend(hip, and I am proud to 
acknowledge it i The old man, with a faltering 
voice, cried out — Now I have lived long enough \ 
I have feen my mafter's fon acknowledged for 
the heir of Lovel { the hall ccchoed with hia 
words : Long live the heir of Lovel ! 

The Baron jtQok Edmund's hands in his own : 
Let us retire from this croud, faid he ; we have 
bufinefs of a more private nature to tranfa& 

- He led to the parlour, followed by Sir Philip 
and the other Gentlemen* — Where are my other 
children ? faid he. William retired, and pre* 
fently returned with his brother and iifter. They 
kneeled to their father, who raifed and embraced 
them.— He then called out, William f — Ed- 
mund f— come and receive my bleiSng alfo : 
They approached hand in hand, they kneeled, 
and he gave them a folemn benediction*— Your 
friendlhip deferves our praife, my children 1 love 

' each other always ! and may Heaven pour down 
its choiceft bleffings upon your heads ! They 
rofe, aod embraced in filent raptures of joy* 
Edmund prefented his fxiehd to Sir Philip : I 
underftand you, faid he; this Gentleman was 
my firft acquaintance of this family, he has a 

P4 tide 
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title to the fecond place in my heart : I ihatl 
tell hiaiy at more leifure, how much I love and 
honour him for his own fake as well as yours* 
He embraced the youth, and defired his friend- 
fliip. 

Come hither, my £mma ! faid the Baron. 
She approached, with tears on her cheek, fweetly 
blufliing, like the damafk rofe, wet with the 
dew of the morning. I muft afk you a ferious 

« 

queftioQ, my child ; anfwer me with the fame 
nncerity you would to Heaven i You fee thfs 
young man, the Heir of Lovel ! you have 
known him long ; confult your own heart, and 
tell me whether you have any objedion to re- 
ceive him for your bufband f I have promifed 
to all this company to give you to hiqi ; but up* 
on condition that you approve him : I diink 
him worthy of you ; 4nd, whether you accept 
him or not, he ihall ever be to me a (on ; but 
Heaven forbid that I fJiQuId compel my child to 
give her hand where (he cannot beftow her 
heart ! Speak freely, and decide this point for 
me and for yourfelf« The fair Emn^a bluflied, 
and W4S undpr fome confufibn ; her virgin mo- 
defty prevented her fpeaking for foipe moments. 
Edmund trepibled, h^ leaned upon William's 
(houlder to fupport himfelf. Emma caft her eye 
upon him, fbe faw his emotion, and haftened 
to r^li^ve him } (be thus fpoke^ in a foft voice 

wbicb 
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which gathered ftrcngth as ihe proceeded — My 
Lord and father's goodnefs has always prevented 
my wifhes ; I am the happiefl: of all children, in 
being able to obey his commands, without ofFer* 
ing violence to my own inclinations: As I am 
called upon in this public manner, it is but juf- 
tice to this Gentleman's merit to declare, that, 
were I at liberty to choofe a hufband from alt 
the world, he only (hould be my choice, who 
I can fay, with joy, is my father's alfo. Ed- 
mund bowed low, he advanced towards her; 
the Baron took his daughter's hand, ^nd prefent- 
ed it to him ; he kneeled upon one knee, he 
took her hand, kifTed it, and prefTed it to his 
bofom : The Baron embraced and blefled them ;*" 
he prefented them to Sir Philip Barclay — Re- 
ceive and acknowledge your children ! faid he. 
^~I do receive them as the gift of Heaven ! faid 
the noble Knight ; they are as much mine as if 
I had begotten them : All that I have is theirs^ 
«and (hall defcend to their children for ever. A 
freih fcene of congratulation enfued ; and the 
hearts of all the auditors were too much engaged 
to be able foon to return to the eafe and tran* 
i|uillity of con^mon life. 

After they had .refrefhed themfelves, and reco« 
vered from the emotions they had fuftained on 
this intereiling occadon, Edmund thus addreiTed 
ihe fiaron ; — On the brink of happinefs I muft 

claim 
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claim yQ^r attentian to a melancholy fubjcfb 
The bones of both my parents lie unburied is 
this hoafe ; permit me, my honoured Lord, t9 
perform my laft duties to them, and the remain* 
iler of my life (hall be devoted to you and yours* 
—Certainly, faid the Baron y why have you not 
saterted them ? — My Liord, I waited for your 
frrival, that you might be certified of the reality, 
and that no doubts might remain. — ^I have no 
doubts, faid the Baron : Alas, both the crime 
and puniihment of the offender leave no room 
for them ! — He iighed.>-Let us now put an e;nd 
-to this affair i and, if poflible^ forget it for 
€vcr. 

If it will not bo too painful to yQu my Lord, 
I would intreat you, with thefe Gentlemen our 
friends, to follow me into the eaft apartmAUtt 
the fcene of my parents woes, ^d yet the dawa- 
ing of my better hopes. 

They rofe to attend him ; he committed the 
X^ady Emma to the care of her youngeft brother, 
obferving that the fcene was too folemn for a 
Lady to be prefent at it. They proceeded to 
the apartment ; he {hewed the Baron the fatal 
clofet, and the place where the hones were 
found, alfo the trunk that contained them; he 
recapitulated all that paffed before their arrival ; 
be (hewed them the coffin where the bones of 
the uofbf tunate pair were depoHted : He then 

defired 
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defired the Baron to give cHrders for their lAter- 
meat. No, replied he, it belongs to you to or« 
der, and every one here is ready, to perforin it, 
Edmund then defired father Ofwald to give no* 
(ice to the Friars of the Monaftery of St. Auftin, 
thait, with their permiffion, the funeral (hould 
be folemnized there, and the bones interred ia 
the church. He alfo gave orders that the clofet 
Should be floored, the apartnqent repaired, and 
put in order. He then returned to the other 
fide of the Caftle. 

. Preparations being made for the funeral, it 
was performed a few days after. Edmund at- 
tended in perfon as chief- mourner. Sir Philip 
Harclay as the fecond ; Jofeph defired he might 
afiift, as fervant to the deceafed ; They were 
followed by . moft people of the village. The 
ftory Was now become public, and every one 
bleiled Edmund for the piety and devotion with 
which he performed thelaft duties to his parents, 
—Edmund appeared in deep mourning the week 
after ; he affifted at a mafs for the repofe. of the 
deceafed • 

Sir Philip Harclay oifidered a monument to be 
ere£led to the memory of his friends, with the 
following infcription. 

" Praye for the foules of Arthur Lord Lovele 
^* and Marie his wife, who were cut oiF in the 
•* flowerc of theire youlhe, by the trecherye and 

♦* ;:rw€ltio 
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J* cruel tie of theire neare kinnefmanne. Ed- 
^^ munde theire onlie fonne, one and twentie 
*♦ yeares after theire deathe, by the dire£lion of 
♦' Heavene, made the difcoverye of the mannere 
'^ of theire deathe, and at the fame time proved 
*^ his owne birthe. He colle6led theire bones 
** together, and interred them in this place:— 
** A warning and probfe to late pofteritie, of the 
•" juftice of Providence, and the certaintie of 
♦* Retribution/* 

The Sunday after the funeral, Edmund threw 
off his mourning, and appeared in a drefs fuit- 
able to bis condition* He received the compli- 
ments of hs friends with eafe and chearfulnefs, 
and began to enjoy his happinefs. He afked an 
audience of his fair Miftreis, and was permitted 
to declare the paffion he had fo long ftifled in 
his own bofom. She gave him a favourable 
bearing, and in a fhort time confefied that ihe 
had fufFered equally in that fufpenfe that was fo 
grievous to him. They engaged themfelves by 
inutual vows to each other, and only waited the 
Baron's pleaAire to complete their happinefs; 
every cloud was vanifhed from their brows, and 
fwcet tranquillity took poflcffion of their bofoms. 
Their friends (hared their happinefs ; William 
and Edmund renewed their vows of everlafting 
friendQiip, and promifed to be as much toge- 
thar as William's other duties would permit. 

The 
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The Baron once more fummoned all hit 
company together; he told Edmund all that 
had pafled relating to his brother-in-law, hit 
exile, and the pilgrimage of Zadifky ; he then 
related the circumAances of Sir Robert's engage** 
ment to Lord Clifford's daughter, his efiabliAi^ 
ment in his Uncle's feat, and his own obligations 
to return time enough to be prefent at the tnar« 
riage : But before I go, faid he, 1 will give my 
daughter to the Heir of Lovel, and then I (hall 
have difcharged my duty to him, and my pro* 
mife to Sir Philip Harclay« 

You have nobly performed both, faid Sir Pht<- 
lip, and whenever you depart I {hall be your 
companion* — What, faid Edmund, am I to be 
deprived of both my fathers at once ? My ho- 
noured Loid, you have given away two houfes, 
where do you intend to refide?— No matter, 
faid the Bacon ; I know I ihall be welcome to 
both. ^ My dear Lord, faid Edmund, ftay here 
and be (till the Mailer ; I fhall be proud to b^ 
under your command, and to be your fervant 
as well as your fon !— No Edmund, faid the 
Baron, that would not now be proper ; this is 
your Caftle, you are its Lord and Mafter, and 
it is incumbent on you to (hew yourfelf worthy 
of the great things Providence has done for you. 
•^How (hall T, a young man, acquit myfelf of 
fo many duties as will be upon me, without.the 

advice 
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^vice aiid ftfiftance of my two paternal friend ? 
Oh, Sir Philip ! will you too leave tne ? once 
you gave me hopes — he flopped, greatly aiFeded* 
Sir Philip faid. Tell me truly, Edmund, do yott 
really defire that I (hould live with you ?— As 
truly. Sir, as I defire life and happinefs! — 
Then, my dear child, I will live and die with 
you ! They embrac^ed with tears of afFeflion, 
and Edmund was all joy and gratitude. My 
good Lord, faid Sir Philip, you have difpoied 
of two houfes, and have none ready to receive 
you i will you accept of mine? it is much afc 
your iervice, and its being in the fame county 
with your eldeft fon^ will be an inducement to 
you to refide there. /The Baron caught Sit* 
Philip^s hand — Noble Sir, I thank you, and I 
will embrace your kind offer ; I will be your 
tenant for the prefent ^ my caille in Wales Ihall 
be put in repair, in the mean time; if I do not 
refide there, it will be an eftablifliment for one 
of my younger fons : But what will you do with 
your old foldiers and dependants ? — My Lord, 
I will never caft them ofF. There is another 
houie on my eftate that has been fliut up many 
years ; I will have it repaired and furniflied pro« 
perly for the reception of my old men : I wil! 
endow it with a certain fum to be paid annually, 
and will appoint a fteward to manage their re- 
venue I I will continue it during the lives of the 

firft 



A GOTHIC STORY. ayj 

£rft inhabitants, and after that I ihall leave it to 
my fon here, to do as he pleafes,^ — Your fon, 
faid Edmund, will make it the buflnefs of his 
life to a£l worthy of fuch a father. — Enough, 
faid Sir' Philip, I am fatisAed that you will. I 
purpofe to refide myfelf in that very apartment 
which my dear friend your father inhabited • I 
will tread in his footfteps, and thinic he fees me 
ading his part in his Ton's family, I will be 
attended by my own fervants $ and, whenever 
you defire it, I will give you my company ; 
your joys, your griefs fhall be mine, I jQiall hold 
your children in my arms, and their prattle (ball 
amufe my old age : And, as my laft earthly 

wifh, your hands (hall clofe my eyes. Long 

very long, faid Edmund, (with eyes and hand* 
lifted up) may it be ere I perform fo fad a du« 
ty!— Long and happily may you live together, 
faid the Baron ! I will hope to fee you fome* 
times, and to claim a (hare in your bleiEngs. 
But let us give no more tears to forrow, the reft 
Ihall be thofe of joy and tranfport. The firft 
ftep we take fhall be to marry our Edmund • I 
will give orders for the celebration, and they 
Aall be the laft orders I fhall give in this houfc^ 
They then feparated, and went to prepare for 
the approaching folemnity. / 

Sir Philip and the Baron had a private con- 
ference concerning Edmund's afluming the 

name 
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name and title of Lovel. I am refolved, laid 
Srr Philip, to go to the King 3 to acquaint him 
briefly with Edmund's hiftoryj I will requeil 
that he may be called up to parliament by a 
writ, for there is no need of a new patent, he 
beii^g the true inheritor ; in the mean time he 
Ihall aflume the name, arms, and title, and I 
wrll anfwer any one that fhall difpute hit 
right to them. Sir Philip then declared his 
refoluiion to fet out with the Baron at his de- 
parture, and to fettle all his other affairs before 
he returned to take up his refidence at the Caftle* 

A few days after, the marriage was Cele- 
brated to the entire fatisfa£tion of all parties. 
The Baron ordered the doors to be thrown 
open, and the houfe free for all comers; with 
every other token of joy and ftllivity, Ed- 
mund appeared full of joy without levity, of 
mirth without extravagance; he received the 
congratulations of his friends, with eafe, free- 
dom and vivacity. He fent for his fofter father 
and mother, who began to think themfelves 
neglected, as he had been fo deeply engaged 
in affairs of more confequence that . he had 
not been particularly attentive to them ; he 
made them come into the great hall, and pre* 
fented them to his Lady. 

Thefe, faid he, are the good people * to 
vrhom I am, under God, indebted for my pre- 

fent 
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(ent happinefs; they were my fi/'flbenera£k>r5j 
I was obliged to them for food and fuflenanqe 
in ray childhood, and this good \yoman nou- 
riflied jny infancy at her awn breaft« The Lady 
received theoi g^acioufly, and ialutjed Margery. 
Andrew kneeled down, and widi great hu^ 
mility, begged Edmund^s pardon for his trea,(- 
nient of him in his childhood. I heartily 
forgive you, /aid he, and I will ex^uft you 
to yourfelf; it was natural for you to 1oq)c 
upon me as an intruder, th^t wa^ eating your 
children's bread ; you faved my life, and af- 
terwards you fuftained it by your food and 
raiment : I ought to have maintained myfelf, 
and .to have contribiited to your ^maintenance. 
But, befides this, your treatment of me was 
the <firft of my preferment 5 it recommended 
.me to the notice of this noble family : Every 
thing that happened to me ilnce, has been a 
ftep .to my prdfent ftate of honour and hap- 
pineCs. Never man had fo many benefa6lors 
as myfelf.; but both they, and myfclf, have 
been only inftruments in the hands of provi- 
dence^ to bring about its own ,purpofes : Let 
us praife God tor all ! I fhared your poverty, 
and you will (hare my riches j I will give you 
the cottage where you dv^eil, and the ground 
about it ; J .will alfo pay you the annual fum 
of ten pounds for the lives of you both ; I will 
put out your children to manual trades, and 

Q^ affift 
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affift yott to provide for them in their own 
ftation ; and you are to look upon this as pay^ 
ing a debt, and not beftowing a gift : I owe 
you more than I can ever pay; and, if there 
be any thing further in my power that will 
contribute to your happinefs, you can afk 
nothing in reafon that I will deny you. 

Andrew hid his face: I cannot bear it! 
faid he | Oh what a brute was I, to abufe fuch 
a child as this I I fliall never forgive myfelf f«^ 
You mull indeed, my friend, for I forgive and 
thank you. Andrew retired back, but Mar- 
gery came forward; jfhe looked earneftly od 
Edmund, fhe then threw her arms about his 
neck, and wept aloud— My precious child! 
my lovely babe! thank God, I have lived to 
(ee this day ! I^will rejoice in your good (br^ 
tune, and your bounty to us, but I muft a£k 
one more favour yet; that I may fometimes 
come hither and behold that gracious coun* 
tenance, and thank God that I was honoured 
To far as to give thee food from my own 
breaft, and to bring thee up to be a bleffing 
to me, and to all that know thee! Edmund 
was aiFeAed, he returned her embrace; he 
bade her come to the Caftle as often as (he 
pleafed, and fhe ihould always be received as 
his mother ; the bride faluted her, and told her 
the oftener (he came, the more welcome (he 
fliould h(. Margery and her hufband retired, 

full 
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^11. of bleffings and prayers for their happi« 
nefs ; fhe gave vent to her joy^ by relating 
to the fervants and neighbours every circum- 
i|ance of Edmund's birth, infancy, and child- 
hood : Many a tear was dropped by the audi- 
tors, and many a prayer wafted to Heaven for 
his happinefs. Jofeph took up the ftory where 
Ihe left it $ he told the rifing dawn of youth 
and virtue, darting its ray through the clouds 
pf obfcurity, and how every ftroke of envy 
and malignity bruihed away fome part pf the 
darknefs that veiled its luftre : He told the ilory 
of the haunted apartment, and all the confe- 
quences of it; how he and Ofwald conveyed 
the youth away from the caftle, no more to 
return till he came as mailer of it : He clofed 
the tale [with praife to Heaven for the happy 
difcovery, that gave fuch an heir to the houfe 
of Lovel i to his dependants fuch a Lord and 
Mafier ^ tq mankind a friend and benefa£tor« 
There was truly a houfe of joy^ not that fidfe 
kipd, in the midft of which there is heavinefs, 
but that of rational creatures grateful to the 
fupreme benefador, ratfing their minds by a 
due enjoyment of earthly bleffings to a prepa- 
ration for a more perfed ftate hereafter. 

A few days after the wedding, the Lord 
Fita&-Owen began to prepare for his journey to 
the north. He gave to Edmund the plate, 
linen, and furniture of the Caftle, the fiurminff 

0,2 ftocK 
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ftocfc and tttenfils ; he would have added a 
Aim of money, but Sir Philip flopped his han'd: 
We do not forget, faid he, that you have 
other children, we will not fnffer you to injure 
them ; give us your blcfling and paternal af- 
feftion, and we have nothing more to a(k: 
I told you, my Lord, that you and I Ihould one 
day be fince're friends. — We muft be fo, an- 
fwered the Baron ; it is impoifible to be long 
your eneniy : We are brothers, and fhall be to 
our lives end. 

They regulated the young man's houfehold ; 
th6 Baron gave leave to the fervants to choofe 
their matter; the elder ones followed* him 
(except Jofeph, ^ho defired to live with 
Edmund, as the chief happinefs of his life) ; 
moft of the younger ones chofe the fervice of 
the youthful pair. There was a tender and 
affedtionate parting on all fides. Edmund be* 
fought his beloved William not tQ leave him. 
The Sardn faid, he moft infifl on his being 
at his btother's wedding, as a due atteittion 
to hiin ; biTt after that he fliould return to the 
Caftle for fdme tl^e. 

The Byron and Sir Philip HarcJay, with tlrtff 
train, fet 'forward. Sir Phllfp went to London 
^nd obtained all he defired for his Edhfiuhd; 
from thence 'he went into Yoilcftire, and fet- 
tled his afFaIrs there, removing his penfioners 
k> his other houfe, and* putting Lord Fitz-Owen 
^ in 
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tn pofleffion of his own. They had a generous 
contention about the terms ; but Sir Philip in- 
ftfted on the Baron's accepting the ufe of every 
thing there : You hold it in truft for a future 
grandchild, faid he, whom I hope to live to 
endow with it. 

During Sir Philip's abfence, the young Lord 
Lovel caufed the haunted apartment to be re<- 
paired and furnifhed for the reception of his fa- 
ther by adoption. He placed his friend Jofeph 
.over all his men fervants, and ordered him to 
forbear his attendance ; but the old man would 
always fland at the fide-board, ^nd feaft his 
eyes with the countenance of his own Mafter's 
fon, furrounded with honour and happinefs. 
John Wyatt waited upon the per fon of his 
Lord, and enjoyed his favour without abate- 
ment. Mr. William Fitz-Owen accompanied 
Sir Philip Barclay from the north country, 
when he returned to take up his refidence aC 
<he Cattle of Lovel. 

Edmund, tn the arms of love and friendfhip, 
'enjoyed with true relifti the bleffings that fur- 
rounded him, with an heart overflowing with 
benevoience to his fellc^w-creatures, and rap- 
tures of gratitude to his Creator. Hii> Lady and 
himfelf were examples of conjugal a({c£tion 
and happinefs. Within a y«ar from his mar- 
rtage (he brought him a fon and heir, wbofe 
birth renewed the joy and congratulations of 

• all 
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all his friends : The Bs^ron Fitz-Owen came t4 
the baptifm, and partook of his children's 
Uefings. The child was called Arthur, after 
the name of his grandfather. , 

The year following was born a iecond Ton, 
who was called Philip Harclay; upon him the 
noble knight of that name fettled his eftate in 
York(bire ; and by the king's permiffion, be 
took the name and arms of that family. 

The third fon was called William ; he in* 
herited the fortune of his uncle of that.name^ 
who adopted him, and he made the Caftlc of 
Lovel his refidence, and died a batchelor. 

The fourth fon was called Edmund ; the fifth 
Owen} and there was alfo a dai^hter called 
Emma. 

When trme had worn out the prejudices of 
Sir Robert Fitz-Owen, the good old Barop of 
•that name, propofed a marriage between his 
ddeft Ion and heir^ and the daughter of Ed^ 
mund Lord Lovel, which was happily cojft^ 
eluded. The- nuptials were honoured with the 
prefence of both families ; and the old Barci* 
was fo elevated with this happy union of his 
defcendants, that he cried out—- Now 1 am 
ready to die ! I have lived long enough ! this 
is the band of love that unites all my chiMxen 
to me, and to each other ! He did not long 
furvive this happy event ; he died full of years 
and honours, and his name was never men- 
tioned 
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tion^ but with the deepeft marks of gratitude, 
love and veneration. Sweet is the rensem^ 
brance of the virtupus, and happy are the 
defcendants of fuch a father ! they will think 
on him and emulate his virtues ; they will re* 
member him, and be afliamed to degenerate 
from their anceftor. 

Many years after Sir Philip Harclay fettled 
at the Caftle, he received tidings from his 
friend Zadifky, by one of the two iervants 
who attended him to the Holy Land. From 
him he learned that his friend had difcovered, 
by private advices, that he had a fon living iii 
Pideftine, which was the chief motive of his 
ksTing England ; that he met with various 
adventures in purfuit of him; that at length 
he found him, converted him to the chriftian 
leligion, and then perfuaded him to retire 
from the world into a monaftery by the fide of 
mount Libaaus, where he intendol to end his 
days* 

That Walter, commonly called Iiord Lovel, 
hid entered into the fervice of the Greel^ 
ettpeior, John Paleologus, not bearing to un-^ 
dergo a life of folitude and retirement; that 
hemade up a ftory of his being compelled to 
leave his native country by his relations^ for 
.having accidentaUy killed one of them, and 
diat he was treated with great cruelty and in* 
jttfUce; that he had accepted a poft in the em- 

4 peror's 
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pcror's army, and was foon after married Ho 
the dau2[hter of one of the chief officers of it. 

Zadifky forefaw, and lamented the downfal 
. of that empire^ and withdraw from the ftorm 
lie faw approaching. Finally, he bade the mef« 
fenger tell 8ir Philip Harclay and his adopted 
fon^ that he fhould not ceafe to pray for theoi^ 
and defired their prayers in return. 

Sir Philip defired Lord Lovel to entertain this 
tneffenger in his fervice. That good knigbc 
lived to extreme old age in honour and hap* 
pinefsy and died in the arm« of his beloved 
Edmund; who alfo performed 'the laft duties 
to his faithful Jofeph. 

Father Ofwiild lived many years in the fa- 
mily as chaplain ; he retired .from thence at 
length, and died in his own monaftery. 

Edniund Lord Level lived to old age, in 
peace, honour and happinefs; and died in the 
arms of his children. 

Sir Philip. Harclay caufed the papers relat- 
ing to his fon's hiftory to be collefted toge- 
ther ; the firft part of it was written under his 
own eye in Yorkfliire, the fubfequent parts 
by father Ofwald at the Caftle of Lovel. AU 
thefe, when together, furnilh a ftriking Icffoii 
to pofterity, of theoVer-ruling hand of Provi- 
dence, and the certainty of RETRIBUTION. 

FINIS. 
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